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This assignment is going to critically analyse the procedure of inclusive education focusing on parental involvement and the impact it can have on a child’s learning. It will also reflect on the relevant legislations, policies and practice on education for children how they affect practices in educational settings within Wales and the United Kingdom. The legislations that are going to be looked at include The Education Act (1988) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and the SEN Code of Practice, and Welsh Government Guidelines will also be reviewed. This assignment will also look at the works of theorists including Vygotsky and how their research has influenced educational policies today.
According to the Welsh Assembly Guidance for Inclusion and Pupil Support (2016) “Inclusion is a process through which all pupils’ access common opportunities in ways relevant to their needs, and which ensures that they fully belong to the school community. Inclusion requires the active involvement of all concerned. It places the onus on schools to adapt their organisation and ways of responding to both meet the needs and value the development of all children and young people in all areas of school life.” This essentially means that all children should be able to access an appropriate education in a safe and welcoming environment that enables them to reach their full potential. Section 2.1.9 onwards states the importance of parental engagement in their child’s education and that ‘schools need to find innovate ways to engage with families and step in to mitigate the impact where pupils are not well supported.’
Inclusion means that all learners are included and that school communities strive to provide high standards for everyone and have a flexible approach to learning.  Hryniewicz, L. (2013) states that inclusion is not only an educational issue and is not just about special needs and disabilities and cites Jenny Corbett defining inclusion as a school culture which welcomes and celebrates differences and recognises individual needs Corbett,J. (2001,p.11) These can be gender or cultural differences, family backgrounds and differences in the way children learn.

There are a number of historical influences on inclusion in schools. The 1870 Education Act, according to parliament, was the very first piece of legislation to deal specifically with education in Britain and demonstrated a commitment to education on a national scale.  In 1880 a further Education Act was formed making education compulsory for children aged 5 to 10 in an attempt to stop child labour but attendance was low as parents could not afford the loss of the children’s income.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 gave all children the right to free elementary education. 
The Central Advisory Council for Education appointed Plowden to lead a report on all aspects of primary school life which came out in 1967. According to the website educationengland.org, three previous reports by the Council have highlighted the importance to the individual of his family and social background and have shown how closely associated are home and social circumstances, and academic achievement.
In 1978 the Warnock Report (UK) recommended the right for all children to be educated in a mainstream school.
The Education Act (UK) in 1981, established the right for mainstream education and introduced the new labels learning difficulties, and special educational needs.  This act helped give parents more say in the education of their child for example; they could request assessments and appeal against the statementing of their children. 
Seven years later according to Barrow, A. in 1988 the Education Reform Act created the first National Curriculum as a statutory requirement and also established an inspection process. The Office for Standards in Education or Ofsted, were the independent body responsible for quality control. Before this act some schools did not have to hold parents evenings or supply parents with written reports about their children’s progress.  Afterwards, teachers had to see parents as partners in their children’s education.  Parents are now at least entitled to an annual written report.  Schools have home school agreements which are usually signed by the teacher, the head teacher, the pupil and the parent, all with their part to play. The content may vary depending on the establishment and the age of the child but all schools should have one in some format.
1989 saw the creation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child which had 54 articles to ensure that children are not discriminated against.  Some of the these articles are linked directly to education, article 28 stating that all primary education should be compulsory and available free to all and are meant for all children regardless of race, culture, gender or ability. It also says that measures should be taken to encourage regular attendance at school. This could be an issue for younger children where their parents are not bothered whether they go or not and they cannot get themselves there    
In 1994 The Salamanca Statement was the first call for a global perspective on inclusion and asked all governments, to adopt the principle of inclusive education enrolling all children in mainstream schools unless there was a compelling reason not to do so.
The SEN code of practice (2001) puts the child’s rights at the centre, making it possible for pupils with SEN to reach their full potential, to be able to be fully included and part of their school community. According to Hryniewicz, L. (2013) “The Code emphasises that the role of the parents is vital in supporting the education of learners with SEN.’

There have been different ways in which children with disabilities difficulties and differences have been educated.  Exclusion is the term given to where children are denied or prevented access to any form of education.  Segregation is where children are educated in a separate facility or environment used to respond to the needs of specific disabilities or various difficulties in isolation from children who do not have disabilities.  Integration is where children with disabilities are placed in mainstream schools as long as they can adapt to the schools requirements. Inclusion is where schools today are striving to be but unfortunately are not quite there yet. Inclusion according to the UN as cited by Villegas, T. (2017) in the website www.thinkinclusive.us, is a process of reform making changes to the content, approaches, strategies, teaching methods and structures to overcome barriers enabling all students to participate and have fully equitable learning experiences and environments that best correspond to their needs, requirements and preferences. 
Most schools have interventions to help children fill in gaps and enhance their learning and work is usually differentiated to incorporate the needs of children who may be having some difficulties.  Is that really inclusive or just another form of integration. 
Frederickson,N. and Clive, T. (2015) believe that “the history of special education has seen a succession of unconventional innovations in practice, each with their professional and parental advocates and individual case accounts of dramatic improvement, however education is most effectively transformed where changes are firmly rooted in an appreciation of systematic evidence on what is effective.”
The Welsh Assembly Government has produced a lot of different guidelines for good practice. One of particular relevance to this assignment is the FaCE the challenge together, Family and community engagement toolkit for schools in Wales.  According  to Lewis, H. the Minister for Education and Skills “families are a powerful influence on how children get on at school, ambitious and successful schools recognise that to raise standards to learning and improve learner well-being, they need to engage effectively with parents, carers and the wider community. Involving parents and carers in their children’s education removes barriers to learning and improves attitudes and behaviour at school.”  Family and community engagement can be tricky to be done well, that’s where the toolkit comes in. it is intended as a resource for schools to be used as a framework to help them improve themselves and meet the  standards and regulations that are expected by ESTYN (Welsh version of Ofsted.  The guidance stipulates that schools that are able to engage with their families appropriately, seeing them as partners in the children’s education, will be utilising a lever to help improve learner well-being and raise standards. Research shows that at age seven, the degree to which families engage with their child’s learning has six times more influence over the child’s educational attainment than the quality of the school.
There are a number of benefits of family engagement or parental involvement in the education of their children and there has been extensive literature indicating that parental involvement is beneficial for children of all ages.  A lot of which stemmed from the original works of Vygotsky.
Vygotsky had agreed with Piaget that children move through stages of cognitive development but placed far more emphasis on the importance of children’s interaction and the role of the social environment on children’s learning.
Wordpress.com. (2013) cites Brookes (2011) in saying that ‘Vygotsky, a Russian psychologist and his theory in childhood development, “gives parents a central role in supporting children’s growth.” His research teaches families that every culture is unique. Vygotsky believes that children learn through the interactions of knowledgeable partners. A child usually spends most of their time with a parent or parent figure during early development so it is important for them to model positive behaviour.’  From an inclusion point of view, Bruner agreed with Vygotsky about how crucial interaction and support is, but he argued that how new information and ideas are presented to the children, is an important part of how they learn.
Parental involvement should be both home based and school based. Home based might include reading with the child, supervising homework and ensuring attendance.   School based could include attending parent teacher meetings and parent education workshops. Schools teach children and socialise them to the values and beliefs of the dominant society.  Homes that are on par with school ways will help children adapt, while homes that have different ways and socialisation may present a conflict for the child and their family. 
If a child is encouraged at home it can make it easier for them to learn and it can help ease anxiety about transitions.  If a child has any concerns about school, the issues can be approached and sorted much more effectively if the parents have a positive relationship with school staff.  If a parent is engaged with school they may feel better equipped to help their child and it can help them to build on their own confidence and skills.  If a family originates from a foreign country, sometimes the parents will hold education in high esteem but don’t always support homework and initiatives as they believe that education is the role and responsibility of the teacher.
If engagement between school and families is effective it should lead to improvements in learners’ attainment and behaviour and parents working together with teachers are able to do more than teachers alone. A positive relationship between families and schools benefits everyone.
Developing a positive relationship with some families, especially those whom refuse to engage can be very challenging for schools yet these are the families with whom school have the most to gain.
There are a lot of different barriers to engagement with parents. Time for example; There could be work commitments making timings awkward or there could be other siblings to take care of or get to places and different families have different needs attending meetings can be difficult. 
Sometimes parents do not live locally or have physical difficulties and/or might find it difficult to get to the school.
Lack of confidence can be a big issue with a multitude of reasons behind it, maybe their own experiences of school, or feeling that their lack of knowledge or understanding leaves them at a disadvantage.  
Schools can sometimes add to these barriers by not communicating well, not providing appropriate opportunities for the parents to engage, an inconsistency of attitudes from staff and a lack of encouragement for the parents to engage.
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