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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME: Luke Thomas

	 ID No.: 2103571

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Policing by Consent and Individual Rights: Do the Police Forces of the UK still abide by the Peelian principle of consent and protect individual liberty?
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation?
Public confidence in the Police is at an all time low in England and Wales (Brunt, 2023), therefore it could be argued that the police does not necessarily have the consent of the public. Additionally, controversial laws introduced by the national and regional governments across the UK, such as the Online Safety Bill (Mullin, 2023) and the “hugely unpopular” new 20MPH limits in Wales (Harrison, 2023), which will be enforced by the police forces, bringing into question if the police forces in the UK really serve the public. 
 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

1. Do the public believe that the Police truly work in their interest?
2. Do the public believe that their rights are being infringed upon for the sake of maintaining safety?
3. Is it more important to protect the rights or the safety of the public and is a balance truly possible?
4. How does the UK Police Compare to other Police Forces around the world

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

Dodd, (2021), ‘New UK laws needed to stop hate speech and extremism, says report’,The Guardian, Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/feb/24/new-uk-laws-needed-to-stop-hate-speech-and-extremism-says-report

College of Policing, (2023), Professional Standards, Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/professional-standards

Mullin, (2023), ‘Today The UK Parliament Undermined The Privacy, Security, And Freedom Of All Internet Users’, Electronic Frontier Foundation, Available at: https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2023/09/today-uk-parliament-undermined-privacy-security-and-freedom-all-internet-users

Watts, (2023), ‘What is Policing by consent?’, The Ministry of injustice, Available at: https://ministryofinjustice.co.uk/what-is-policing-by-consent/#:~:text=It%20is%20a%20concept%20rooted,police%2C%20or%20from%20a%20law.

Tudor, (2023), ‘Police standards and culture: Restoring public trust’, House of Commons Library, Available at: https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/police-standards-and-culture-restoring-public-trust/#heading-1




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
I will use an online survey; I will use a mixture of both qualitative and quantitative methods in my survey by using both multiple choice and detailed-answer questions. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

I will try to have as large a sample as possible by asking members of the general public 


	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system

Dodd, (2021), ‘New UK laws needed to stop hate speech and extremism, says report’,The Guardian, Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/feb/24/new-uk-laws-needed-to-stop-hate-speech-and-extremism-says-report

College of Policing, (2023), Professional Standards, Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/professional-standards

Mullin, (2023), ‘Today The UK Parliament Undermined The Privacy, Security, And Freedom Of All Internet Users’, Electronic Frontier Foundation, Available at: https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2023/09/today-uk-parliament-undermined-privacy-security-and-freedom-all-internet-users

Harrison, (2023), ‘20mph: Calls to change 'hugely unpopular' limit in Wrexham’, The Leader, Available at: https://www.leaderlive.co.uk/news/23859105.20mph-calls-change-hugely-unpopular-limit-wrexham/

Brunt, (2023), ‘'Hanging by a thread': Public trust in police has fallen to its lowest level ever, watchdog warns’, Sky News, Available at: https://news.sky.com/story/public-trust-in-police-is-hanging-by-a-thread-watchdog-admits-12898981
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