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Sharing information is one of the most crucial elements of the police service, when the police forces communicate and share information with one another it means that serious organised crimes will be easier to investigate. investigations will lead to better results, but it also potentially saves the lives of children and vulnerable people (College of Policing, 2016). One of the main ways that the police share information within the forces is through the Police National Database known as the PND. The PND is a system that holds over 1.5 billion records and 20 million images. The records that are held by the PND come from over 220 different databases (DataLynx, 2022). 

 The records that are held by the PND come from within all 53 of the police forces in Britain meaning that if an individual has committed a crime and is wanted by the Avon and Somerset police the other 52 different police forces will know and can be on the look at, this means that it is harder for any suspect to evade the police (CGI, 2013). There are three main instances that the police will use the PND, these are to protect children and vulnerable people, when countering terrorism and to fight organised crime. These three instances are the more serious crimes that can and put the lives of the most vulnerable in jeopardy but also the public such as with terrorism (Elkins, 2019). Even though the police are allowed to use the PND when investigating crimes and suspects they are not to use it as evidence in court proceedings, the PND is an intelligence gathering system and not an evidence-based system, this means that everything on the system is to help the police to gain information not to use against suspects (Northumbria Police, 2021). 

 The information that is held on the PND is classified as P.O.L.E data, pole data covers and categorises all the data within the PND. POLE data stands for Persons. Objects, Locations and Events. The four categories of POLE data sorts what type of information the data is, persons mean any type of individual this could be suspects of crimes, an individual that has had a conviction or even a victim (Bryant and Bryant, 2021). Objects can be seen as anything material that is important to the police or an investigation, this could include a stolen vehicle or a vehicle that was used at a crime scene (Lambri, 2013), objects are an integral part of investigations especially during serious crimes when there have been tire tracks found as it can be used as evidence (Morgan, Meakin, French and Nakhaeizadeh, 2019).  

On the PND key areas are listed, these areas are of interest to police such as a crime scene or the address of suspects and individuals that have been convicted of crimes, these locations could contain crucial evidence or be known by the police for growing or creating drugs (Sussex Police, 2020). Events that the police should know about are also recorded on the PND, these events include past crimes or arrests, these events are important as if the police are investigating an individual, they can check the PND to see if they have been arrested or suspected of committing similar crimes in the past. POLE data contains all the information that the police need to know on an individual or an investigation, POLE data sorts of information into an easy classification system that helps the police find everything they need. 
 
Even though the PND is a vital system that helps the police to gather, maintain, and share information on a national scale it is a new system that was only set up in 2011 (Rossi, 2011). Before the PND there was only the Police National Computer that shared information on a local to regional level but not nationally but due to the Bichard Inquiry changes had to be made to make information be nationally available (Committee of Public Accounts, 2021). The Bichard Inquiry was an investigation opened into the Soham Murders that took place in 2002. In the Summer of 2002, the murder of two 10-year-old schoolgirls took place, the schoolgirls where Holly Marie Wells and Jessica Aimee Chapman. The girls disappeared on the 4th of August 2002 and their bodies were found on the 17th of August the same date Ian Huntley their killer was arrested (McCann, 2022). Ian Huntley was known by the girls as not only was he the Senior Caretaker of the local school they attended but his girlfriend Maxine Carr was the teaching assistant of the girls, she was later arrested for providing a false alibi for Ian Huntley (Jones and Wardle, 2008). 

 Ian Huntley had been previously accused, arrested, and convicted of several sexually motivated attacks against women and children between 1995 and 1998 but not within the Soham area (Giblin, 2008). Ian Huntley was not local to the Soham area and lived in multiple areas such as Humberside (Yates, 2015). Whilst applying for the role of caretaker Ian Huntley did not receive any background checks but due to Ian Huntley not coming from the area any DBS check that he would have had would not have shown his previous convictions and arrests (Bichard, 2004). The Bichard Inquiry saw that this was an issue and made an urgent recommendation that a National Police Database be set up to prevent future instances of individuals with convictions working closely with children and vulnerable persons but also for it to be easier for the police to be able to share information with each other (Dean and Gottschalk, 2007). 
 
 The Police National Database and The Police National Computer are quite similar systems that help the police with intelligence gathering but they have one significant difference. The geographic range as the PND is used on a national level whilst the PNC is only used on a neighbouring and regional level. When the police are unable to find anything on the PNC, they can check the PND to see if there will be any intelligence. The PND in a way is an upgraded PNC. 
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