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The importance of supporting children and their families who have additional learning needs and respecting the child’s voice and rights in education.
This is a briefing paper made available for practitioners in order to provide them with useful information when it comes to working with children with additional learning needs and the child’s families. The paper covers current legislation and refers to articles from the UNCRC. 
The United Nation Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC) is legal agreement that sets out the rights of every child, no matter their religion, abilities, sex, background, or race, this is used internationally, it was created in 1989. 54 articles explaining children’s rights are what make up the UNCRC (Save The Children, 2021).
In 2001, Wales were the first within the UK to take on a children’s commissioner, this person is in charge of ensuring that children’s rights are protected as stated in the UNCRC (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021).The UNCRC was made the base by law when it came to creating policies regarding children and/or young people by the Welsh Government in 2004, they provided child friendly materials and provided teaching resources that could be used to give information and awareness of the rights (Welsh Government, 2019). 

















Article 3: Best interests of the child.
This is one of the main beliefs of the UNCRC, therefore plays a part in every other article in some way. 
Article 3 links to all childcare settings as practitioners are able to request referrals for children if they have any concerns, for example additional learning needs or safeguarding. Multi-agency workers such as Team Around the Family (TAF) can be put in place to provide children with support with any additional learning need they may have; these agency workers also work alongside practitioners to give them support for inside the classroom (Unicef, 2019).
Also, safeguarding is a main priority, and everyone has responsibility for ensuring that the children’s safety, happiness, and well-being are maintained. However, if the concern for the child’s safety is more heightened then contact the police using 999 immediately. You can contact the local social services department 24/7 and report the concern to them (Welsh Government, 2021). 
The new curriculum for Wales 2022 has started to be introduced in classrooms and the UNCRC was imbedded into it, especially Article 3, the curriculum is made up of four purpose























Continuing Article 3: Best interests of the child.
areas and one of those areas are citizenship, they focus on respecting the rights of others, positive relationships, and being knowledgeable on their society, culture past and present (Single Steps Learning Project, 2021).





Article 12: Respecting children’s views. 
Every child’s view should always be listened to and taken seriously by adults, this article links to Article 3, practitioners should ensure to ask children what they want to do when it comes to making decisions as this will then be in their best interests as practitioners have thought about the child’s likes and dislikes (Unicef, 2021).
Wales’ Children’s Commissioner has a duty to promote the rights of children, whilst ensuring that the children are respected by everyone involved and most importantly making sure that the children know their own rights (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021). The Children’s Commissioner has created a scheme to promote children’s rights in schools called ‘Super Ambassadors’. The children who take part in this scheme have three jobs, inform their peers about the Commissioner and her work, ensure they know about their rights from the UNCRC and then complete special missions for the Commissioner (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2021).
Ensuring that the best decisions are made for children can be challenging and controversial, therefore when making decisions, they must be made carefully. By using legislation such as The Children Act 1989 and 2004 decisions could be easier to make (Legislation.gov, 2021).























Article 28: Every child has the right to access an education. 
All education settings have regular inspections from an organisation called Estyn. They oversee that all schools are maintaining a high level of standards when providing children with their education. They also ensure that all settings are following all current and relevant regulations and legislation (Welsh Government, 2021). Too add to that, childcare providers have a similar organisation to school settings, however, they are called Care Inspectors Wales. They ensure that settings have the quality and safety to run the setting by inspecting the building itself, also ensuring that the setting is meeting all regulations and legislation that they are required to do by law (Care Inspectors Wales, 2021). These two organisations are in place, so children are able to access the best education and can reach their fullest potentials. 
















References (Briefing Paper).
Care Inspectors Wales (2021) What We Do. Available at: https://careinspectorate.wales/about-us/what-we-do (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021) Children’s Rights. Available at: https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/ (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2021) Three Jobs. Available at: https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/three-jobs/ (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Legislation.gov (2021) Children Act 1989. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Legislation.gov (2021) Children Act 2004. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/31/contents (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Save The Children (2021) What is the UNCRC? Available at: https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child (Accessed 12th May 2021). 

Single Steps Learning Project (2021) Curriculum for Wales. Available at: https://singlestepslearningproject2.weebly.com/curriculum-for-wales.html (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Unicef (2019) Articles in Action. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/06/Articles-in-Action-V2-050619.pdf (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Unicef (2021) A Summary of The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Available at: https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf?_adal_sd=www.unicef.org.uk.1620997390279&_adal_ca=so%3DGoogle%26me%3Dorganic%26ca%3D(not%2520set)%26co%3D(not%2520set)%26ke%3D(not%2520set).1620997390279&_adal_cw=1620997379807.1620997390279&_adal_id=6dd4d3ee-24f4-41d5-9685-8988877e5ad6.1620997380.2.1620997380.1620997380.beee8a75-5661-4950-8c94-721328a20539.1620997390279&_ga=2.137080752.164165724.1620997379-975569146.1620997379 (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Welsh Government (2019) Children's Rights in Wales. (Available at:  https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-in-wales (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Welsh Government (2021) Estyn. Available at: https://www.estyn.gov.wales/faq/what-does-estyn-do (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Welsh Government (2021) Safeguarding. Available at: https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance (Accessed 12th May 2021).





















Reference List (Individual Presentation).
Community Care (2009) The benefits of integrating early years services for children. Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2009/03/27/the-benefits-of-integrating-early-years-services-for-children/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Early Years Careers (2016) Why parent partnerships are so important. Available at: https://www.earlyyearscareers.com/eyc/early-years-practice/parent-partnerships-important/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Early Years Matters (2021) Key Person & Attachment. Available at: https://www.earlyyearsmatters.co.uk/eyfs/positive-relationships/key-person-attachment/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Facts for Life (2021) Child Development and Early Learning. Available at: https://www.unicef.org/ffl/03/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Legislation.gov (2021) Childcare Act 2006. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/21 (Accessed 12th May 2021).

Pacey (2016) Supporting members to provide the highest standards of care and learning for children. Available at: https://www.pacey.org.uk/Pacey/media/Website-files/PACEY%20member%20practice%20guides%20(PDFs)/PG05-Child-observations-learning-journeys.pdf. (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Pacey (2021) Role of the Key Person. Available at:  https://www.pacey.org.uk/membership/pacey-membership-benefits/a-taste-of-membership/role-of-the-key-person/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Seder, E. (2019) The Importance of Speech Therapy. Available at: https://napacenter.org/importance-speech-therapy (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Spreeuwenberg, R. (2020) ‘The Importance of Observation in Early Childhood Education (With Free Ebook)’, Early Childhood Education Blog [blog]. 3rd October. Available at: https://blog.himama.com/assessing-toddler-development-through-observation/ (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Unicef (2021) A Summary of The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Available at: https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf?_adal_sd=www.unicef.org.uk.1620997390279&_adal_ca=so%3DGoogle%26me%3Dorganic%26ca%3D(not%2520set)%26co%3D(not%2520set)%26ke%3D(not%2520set).1620997390279&_adal_cw=1620997379807.1620997390279&_adal_id=6dd4d3ee-24f4-41d5-9685-8988877e5ad6.1620997380.2.1620997380.1620997380.beee8a75-5661-4950-8c94-721328a20539.1620997390279&_ga=2.137080752.164165724.1620997379-975569146.1620997379 (Accessed 11th May 2021).

Welsh Government (2015) Foundation Phase Framework. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/api/storage/d5d8e39c-b534-40cb-a3f5-7e2e126d8077/foundation-phase-framework.pdf (Accessed 11th May 2021).

2

