Abstract 
Discuss the representation of disability (physical or mental) in either Greek or Roman literature and art.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will examine how disability is represented in the ancient world. During this essay I shall discuss the differences and similarities between how disability is represented in myth, and depictions of mythological characters, such as paintings and statues, compared with how disability is represented in histories and in representations of historical people. Through this comparison the different attitudes towards disability in myth and life in the ancient world will be analysed. Key examples of disabilities which this essay examines are the representations of Pericles, Agesilaus, Hephaestus and Tiresias, and through these as well as other examples used in comparison I examine blindness, lameness, and deformities and ugliness, which was also viewed as a disability in the ancient world.
Next this essay will examine the reasons why people believed disabilities were caused and how this is represented in mythology, whilst briefly mentioning how this relates to historical events and practices, for example the belief that a deformed child was a punishment on the parents, which meant that more infants were exposed. 
This essay also briefly examines mental disability and how many conditions that we now see as a disability, such as autism, do not exist in the ancient sources and are not depicted in art due to a lack of knowledge about them in the ancient world, and although many people have attempted to retrospectively diagnose historical figures, this essay will question the effectiveness and how useful such studies are. 
Finally I will also discuss mental disabilities which were known, as they have obvious outward symptoms such as epilepsy and how some ancient people believed that this was a sacred disease ( a concept which is dismissed by Galen).
This essay therefore seeks to discuss the difference in representation of disability in mythology and of historical characters, and what we can learn from this about ancient attitudes towards the disabled.


