abstract – According to Gould (2007), an abstract is an outline or summary of the dissertation used to quickly give an idea of the dissertation’s (or other paper’s) purpose. It should give the reader and idea of what the dissertation is about, its argument and its findings or conclusions. It would normally appear at the beginning of the dissertation and as it tells the reader what the piece is about it is best written after the dissertation has been completed. It would not normally be more than five hundred words. Look at some journal articles to get an idea of what an abstract looks like .

conclusion – an essay conclusion is where the main points are summarised briefly and it is the only part of the essay where you are allowed to present your opinion. In a report, recommendations may be listed within the conclusion or as a separate paragraph (always double check with your lecturers when it comes to the structure of your essay or report) 

introduction – the introduction to an essay is normally a single paragraph which contains three different functions. First of all, there must be background information to the subject of the essay. Secondly, depending on the essay, as this not always necessary, there may be definitions of technical terms. Finally, the purpose of the essay must be present. For example, “This essay focuses on the strengths and weaknesses of emerging markets…” (always double check with your lecturers when it comes to the structure of your essay or report) 

literature review – According to Gould (2007), this is the part of any dissertation where the student has a chance to link together all of the ideas that they have discovered through comparing the ideas of other academics in the field they are researching. Also, it is normally the best place to start as it is the easiest one to start and is usually the longest section. Thus, on completion, it can give confidence to the student to carry on with the rest of the dissertation.

The purpose of carrying out a literature review is to focus on a question (a new but very small area of study). In other words, a literature review makes an argument for doing a research project such as a dissertation by drawing on supporting evidence that comes from the literature that has been re-assessed. Firstly, reviewing the literature will give an overview of the state of research to date (i.e. what has been researched and written about by others) and give an indication of a small area in which this body of research can be developed (i.e. a small area where no or little research has been carried out). It is always a good idea to formulate a question to be answered (*). 
main body (in essays)- In the simplest possible  essay structure we have an introduction, a main body and a conclusion. Thus, the main body  forms the meat of the essay sandwich. As such, it is the most important part of the essay and it is here, framed by the other paragraphs, that the real work is done. In an argument essay it lays out a carefully designed argument. In contrast, a critique essay presents opposing arguments or advantages/disadvantages. Depending on the word limit (2-3000 words for School of business assignments) the main body can have 10 or more paragraphs. (see also: introduction and conclusion). Finally, always double check with your lecturers when it comes to the structure of your essay or report. 

reports – these are different from essays in the sense that recommendations are usually provided and the abstract (aka executive summary) normally contains the most important information concerning the results of an experiment or series of interviews) 

		-  extracts from ISA Glossary by David C. Williams

