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Miocene Apes and early Australopithecines

Miocene Apes
Begun, D.R. and Gurche, J. 2006  Planet of the Apes Scientific American 16:4-13
Moya-Sola, S., Alba, D., Almecija, S., Casanovas-Vilar, I., Kohler, M., De Esteban-Trivigno, S., Robles, J., Galindo, J., & Fortuny, J. (2009). A unique Middle Miocene European hominoid and the origins of the great ape and human clade Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 106 (24): 9601–9606 see at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2701031/?tool=pmcentrez
The earliest forms
· Sahelanthropus tchadensis from Chad 7-6 mya.
· Orrorin Turgenensis

· Ardipithecus ramidus renamed from Australopithecus ramidus
· Kenyanthropus platyops – ‘flat face man’
Australopithecines – these are the gracile forms
· A. anamensis found at Kanapoi Kenya
· A. afarensis found at Hadar and Laetoli, East Africa

· A. africanus Found in South Africa (Taung, Sterkfontein Makapansgat etc.)

· A. sediba found at Malapa in South Africa

SOME researchers also recognise A.  gahri (e.g. Boyd and Silk 2003) and A. bahrelgahzali, (e.g. Klien 1999) Others lump them within the existing australopithecine groups.

Robust Australopithecines or Paranthropus
· A. robustus or Paranthropus robustus

· A. boisei (aka Zinjanthropus boisei or ‘Zinj’ or ‘Dear Boy’ or…)

· A. aethiopicus
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