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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Although my main area of social work practice is adults, safeguarding children is an important area of knowledge for all social workers. Adult social workers may identify concerns about children through assessments, home visits, family discussions or multi-agency work. I therefore need to understand the legislation, guidance and procedures that apply when a child may be at risk of abuse or neglect.

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 provides the main statutory framework for social services and safeguarding in Wales. Part 7 establishes safeguarding arrangements and duties for relevant organizations to work together to protect people from abuse, neglect or other harm. The Act promotes well-being, voice and control, prevention, early intervention and partnership working. These principles are important when safeguarding children because children should be listened to and their welfare should remain central to professional decision-making.

The Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 are also relevant. The Children Act 1989 provides the framework for promoting children's welfare, supporting children in need and responding where there may be significant harm. Section 47 places a duty on the local authority to make enquiries where there is reasonable cause to suspect significant harm. The Children Act 2004 strengthened cooperation between agencies and duties relating to safeguarding and promoting children's welfare. These Acts support the principle that safeguarding is a shared responsibility.

Welsh safeguarding practice is supported by Working Together to Safeguard People and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). Volume 5, Handling Individual Cases to Protect Children at Risk, provides guidance about responding to individual concerns. It emphasises appropriate information sharing, accurate recording, professional curiosity and effective multi-agency working. No single professional is necessarily able to see the complete picture of a child's circumstances.
The Human Rights Act 1998 and Equality Act 2010 are also relevant. Safeguarding interventions must be lawful and proportionate, while practitioners should consider equality, diversity, disability, culture, religion and communication needs.

The Social Care Wales Code of Professional Practice also informs my practice. It requires social care workers to respect people's rights and views, promote safety and well-being, maintain appropriate confidentiality, work effectively with colleagues and take action where people may be at risk.

Locally, safeguarding arrangements are coordinated through the North Wales Safeguarding Board, which includes Denbighshire and partner agencies. I would follow the relevant North Wales safeguarding procedures and my employer's Organisational safeguarding policy. If I became concerned about a child, I would record the information precisely, consider immediate risk, seek appropriate management or safeguarding advice and make a referral to children's social services and/or the police where required. I would not investigate the concern myself or promise confidentiality where information needed to be shared to protect the child.

As an adult social worker, I also need to consider the impact of an adult's circumstances on children in their family. Mental ill health, substance misuse or domestic abuse may affect a child's safety and well-being. I therefore have a responsibility to remain professionally curious and consider the whole family, even when the adult is my primary service user.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

There are important similarities between safeguarding adults and safeguarding children. Both require practitioners to recognize abuse and neglect, assess risk, record concerns, share information appropriately and work with other agencies. However, my reflection is that the emphasis and decision-making processes can be different.

In adult safeguarding, voice, choice, control, empowerment and proportionality are particularly important. Adults should be supported to make their own decisions wherever possible, including decisions that professionals may consider risky. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 may also be relevant when considering whether an adult can make a particular decision. Safeguarding adults therefore involves balancing protection from harm with the person's autonomy, wishes and rights.

Safeguarding children places a strong emphasis on the child's safety and protection from harm. Children have different levels of understanding depending on age and development, but their wishes and feelings should still be sought. I also need to consider Gillick competence when assessing whether a child under 16 can understand and consent to advice or treatment, with the Fraser guidelines relevant specifically to contraception and sexual health advice. This differs from adult safeguarding, where capacity is assessed under the Mental Capacity Act 2005.

A significant difference is the role of parents and carers. In adult social work, family involvement is generally considered alongside the wishes and consent of the adult, unless there is a lawful reason to share information without consent. In children's safeguarding, parents and carers are important partners, but their wishes cannot override the need to protect a child where there are concerns about significant harm.

Children may also be affected by circumstances involving adults. In my adult social work practice, I may work with a parent experiencing mental ill health, substance misuse or domestic abuse. Although my primary involvement may be with the adult, I need to consider whether their circumstances are affecting children in the family and take the appropriate action to safeguard them. 

Children's safeguarding relies heavily on multi-agency working. Education, health, police and social services may each hold different information about a child, so effective safeguarding requires professionals to communicate and build a shared understanding of risk.

Reflecting on my practice, I recognise that my adult safeguarding experience provides transferable skills, including professional curiosity, risk assessment, recording, communication, information sharing and multi-agency working. However, I should not simply apply adult safeguarding processes to children. I need to understand the specific child protection framework, local thresholds and procedures and seek advice from children's safeguarding colleagues when required.

This reflection has reinforced that safeguarding principles are shared across social work, but the context differs. Maintaining knowledge enables me to recognise concerns early and act.

Word count 435


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).



























24

image1.png
Prifysgol Cymru
N Y Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales
Trinity Saint David




