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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Child sexual exploitation/Child criminal exploitation within Serious Organised Crime – What is Child sexual exploitation and Child criminal exploitation and how do police offer support to those in need to tackle Child sexual exploitation/Child criminal exploitation within Serious Organised Crime? Is it adequate? Do police and third parties require further support to act upon it.

It is worth consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation is becoming the forefront for serious organised crime groups to continue to commit crime. With it being such a talking point within the news of young children going missing with no explanation for periods of time and the links to those to child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation, it highlights the importance that police need to assist those in need. With this becoming such an important role to everyday policing, it can help encourage third parties that work alongside the police to also assist with tackling child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation and to help raise the awareness of the importance of tackling child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation.

It is worth analysing what and why Serious organised crime groups are looking towards child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation to assist with crime. Even though the public have an insight of child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation, there is still a spot of unknown around it and how the public, police, third parties such as social services, family and friends can also identify when a child is being exploited.

The dissertation would set to outline the importance of the awareness of child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation so that the public and police can assist to tackle the situation early and how than can make a difference. This dissertation would also outline is police officers have had the outlined training to assist those in need at the time.

The college of policing states Any young person regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity and sexuality can be at risk of being sexually exploited. However, there are a number of factors that can increase a young person’s vulnerability. Although, despite the increased profile of CSE and improvements in how the police work with partner agencies, CSE cases are still under-reported. Children and young people who are sexually abused or exploited often find it difficult to report their ordeal at the time the incident occurred. This may be because of fear of not being believed or feeling ashamed about what has happened to them. They may also not realise they are a victim.

This dissertation will be set out to identify why officers may not be able to identify someone being exploited when responding to every day-to-day calls. The work will attempt to outline if officers have had the appropriate training to assist to identify the risks of a child being exploited.

Due to the serious risk regarding Child sexual exploitation/Child criminal exploitation, there are many third parties assisting to raise that awareness to support professionals, family and friends, and young people. NGW Network are one of many third-party groups offering additional support to third parties throughout to help to give officers the support they require. Therefore, in accordance with tackling child sexual exploitation, ‘ACPO’ should ensure all frontline officers receive awareness-raising and training focusing upon running away. This is so police officers can respond effectively to young people, parents and carers.

There are many ways that children get exploited by serious organised crime groups. One method of exploitation is ‘County Lines’. 

The UK Government defines child criminal exploitation as:
“Child criminal exploitation is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18. The victim may have been criminally exploited even if the activity appears consensual. Child criminal exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of technology.”

It was reported in 2023 that a record number of children are at risk of sexual and criminal exploitation within the summer of 2023. There are more than 5 million children aged 11-17 in England and Wales, and experts believe significant numbers are now at “greater risk” of exploitation. 
figures show 4.3 million children are growing up in poverty. This number represents an increase of more than 100,000 children are growing up in poverty and therefore making children increasingly vulnerable to criminal gangs as they may see it as an easy way out to earn extra money.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
What is Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation?
Research into why and how do Serious organised crime groups relay on Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation?
How does police identify a child that is linked to Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation? Also, police offer enough support to tackle Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation? Survey and questionnaire focused on police officer’s experiences when attending incidences when dealing with those children that have been identified as being criminal/sexual exploited.
How do police tackle Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation?
Are police on the correct path to tackle Child criminal exploitation and/or child sexual exploitation? Survey/Questionnaire focused on how officers assist to help those being exploited and the steps they take to ensure the right steps have been taking to help safeguard them.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:
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	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Questionnaire/Survey – This is because I believe this will be the best type of research method as it will cover a wide range of questions that cater around Child criminal exploitation and child sexual exploitation. This research method will allow officers who take part to anonymously answer those questions, allowing them to answer clearly and how they feel the force helps those being exploited.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The target for this dissertation will be current / retired front line officers. No expert witnesses are being sought.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The questionnaire/survey is to be conducted anonymously and therefore affords no participant to be identified throughout.

As the questionnaire will ask participants how they have dealt with those being criminally/sexually exploited, it could raise within officers’ feelings within the role that they are in and how they believe the police are tackling it. 

	TIME SCALE:
Schedule deadlines set out by university which I plan to adhere to. 
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