[bookmark: _Int_Te6X3fL4]A magistrate is a judicial officer who presides over a lower court called magistrates court or a court of summary jurisdiction. Magistrates typically do common law jurisdiction. A magistrate is appointed or elected to their position they handle a large range of legal matters ranging from criminal and civil cases to having the authority to make decisions on legal issues such as bail, sentencing and the determination of guilt or innocence within the limits within the law. 
Magistrates court generally handle the less serious criminal cases such as minor offenses, traffic violations and preliminary hearings. They also handle a small number of civil matters such as small claims, family law issues and some types of administrative cases. In some jurisdictions magistrates may also have another profession and serve as a magistrate as a part time judge. Magistrates are a crucial role in the legal system by providing access to justice at a local level and reducing the workload of the higher courts.

Magistrates in the United Kingdom play an important role in the countries legal system. These are the key points of magistrates. 
1. Appointment and composition: Magistrates in the UK are not legally qualified however they are just ordinary citizens who volunteer their free time to serve as a judicial officer. They are appointed by the Lord Chancellor on behalf of the crown, they go through a rigorous selection processes and interview process. They all come from all different backgrounds and are intended to represent a cross-sections of the community 
2. [bookmark: _Int_X1udlebB][bookmark: _Int_9btMOnKO]Support and guidance: The magistrates receive training and ongoing support to help them with whatever they may need to know or help with to ensure they are able to complete their duties effectively. The magistrates can gain guidance from The magistrates associations and Her majesty's courts and also the Tribunal service (The role of Magistrates 2013).
3. Appeals: Decisions which are made by a magistrates can be appealed. Appeals usually go down to the crown court, which is a higher form of court where the case can be reviewed by a professional judge. The crown court have the authority to overturn or affirm the decisions made by magistrates. 
The main responsibility of magistrates within the United Kingdom.
1. Sentencing: if the accused person is found guilty the magistrates have the authority to impose a sentence within the limits prescribed by the law. Sentencing options can range from various things such as fines, community orders and in more serious cases they are able to recommend cases to be transferred to crown court for sentencing (Magistrates 2022). 
2. Case Preparation: Magistrates go through and review all the case materials available to them including witness statements, evidence, and legal arguments in order to familiarize themselves with the facts and legal issues involved. They can also consult with legal advisors and research laws to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the case.  
3. Bail and Remand: Magistrates makes decisions on whether the person being accused should be granted bail or remanded in custody pending their trail. The magistrates need to consider factors such as the seriousness of the offence, the likely hood of the accused attending future court appearances and not running away and the potential to public safety. 

Thesis – The role of magistrates in the United Kingdom’s legal system, ensuring access to justice and local representation
Magistrates within the United Kingdom play a crucial role within the legal system to ensure that there is access to justice and providing a local representation as they preside over cases, make important decision and contributor to the efficient administration of justice. 
Point to support the Thesis 
1. Access to justice: Magistrates bring the justice closer to their communities by presiding over cases locally to them. They are able to handle a large range of cases such as criminal and civil matters which include summary offenses and preliminary hearing. This allows individuals to have access to justice without the higher courts having a huge backlog of cases. 
2. Checks and balance: Whilst magistrates are not legally qualified to be a judge, the appeal process provides a mechanism to review their decisions. Appeals from magistrates' courts are typically heard in higher courts such as crown courts where a professional judge can then reassess their decisions and ensure justice was served.  

Court closures is referred to the process of shutting down or consolidating court facilities within jurisdiction. This is where a court building can be entirely close down court building or reducing the number of operational courtrooms in a specific area.  The reason for closing down the courts can range from which can include budgetary constraints, efficiency measures, changes in caseloads or the modernizations of the court systems as you can now have them online. Here are some key points to consider.
1. Access to justice concerns: One of the significant considerations for court closures is the potential impact to justice. Closing down courts in more rural areas or remote areas can make it harder for those people to have access to the legal services and to attend court proceedings. This can create a barrier to justice including travel distance and the cost for litigants, witnesses and legal professionals. 
2. Impact on local communities: Court closures can have a broader impact on local communities. A courthouse often serve as a hub of legal activity, generating economic benefits and supporting local legal professionals, businesses and service. The closure of the courthouse can result in a loss of jobs within the community, reduced local spending and the loss of community- oriented services that would have been previously provided within the court premises (Court closures and access to justice 2019). 
3. Mitigating measures: when planning on closing a court authorities should be considered implementing mitigating factors to address the potential negative feedback. One thing that can be added is an alternat route to dispute resolution mechanisms to provide alternative avenues for accessing justice. 

When discussing the characteristic of court closures several aspects can be considered such as
1. Selective Closure: Court closures are often selected based on certain criteria. The criteria can involve caseload statistics, operational costs, geographical considerations, or the availability of alternative court facilities.
2. Technological integration: The advancements of technology has allowed us to have courts online which was very useful during lockdown due to covid-19. Due to courts being able to be online there will not be any need of courthouse as a magistrate can be on the other half of the country (Court closures 2022). 
3. Transparency and communication: Throughout the court closure process it is imperative that there is transparency and effective communication between everyone involved. It is important to inform the community, professionals and the stakeholder about the reasoning of closing the courthouse down.

Advantages and disadvantages of Court closure 

Advantage – Cost savings: Court closures can lead to saving money through saving operating 	expenses associated with maintaining the court buildings, staffing and other administrative 	costs. A study conducted by National centre for state courts in the United States found that 	closing courts resulted in significant cost reduction in personnel, facilities and support 	  	services (Planning, 2020). 

Disadvantages – Reduced access to justice: Court closure can negatively impact access to 	justice for many people particularly people within rural and remote areas. The increased 		cost of travel distance can create a barrier for some people to attend a court further away. 	Research from the Rural access to justice project in the UK identified that court closures 		have resulted in decreased access to justice for rural communities (Access to justice (rural 	areas)). 

In conclusion, Magistrates play and important role within the UK legal system to ensure access to justice and provide local representation. Their responsibilities in making important decisions and contributing to the efficient administration of justice have helped people getting their hearing sooner and not overloading the crown court on small matters which then creates and efficient administration of justice. Magistrates bring justice closer to communities by handling a wide range of criminal and civil matters in local magistrates' courts, ensuring timely and convenient access to justice. 

References 
Access to justice (rural areas) (no date) Access to Justice (Rural Areas) (Hansard, 23 March 2004). Available at: https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/westminster-hall/2004/mar/23/access-to-justice-rural-areas (Accessed: 12 May 2023).

Court closures (2022) The Law Society. Available at: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/campaigns/court-reform/whats-changing/court-closures (Accessed: 12 May 2023).

Court closures and access to justice (2019) Court Closures and Access to Justice. Available at: https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2019-0156/CDP-2019-0156.pdf (Accessed: 12 May 2023).

Magistrates (2022) Courts and Tribunals Judiciary. Available at: https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/who-are-the-judiciary/magistrates/ (Accessed: 12 May 2023). 

Planning, C.F. (2020) Technology, Court Facility Planning. Available at: https://www.ncsc.org/courthouseplanning/needs-of-persons-with-disabilities/tech (Accessed: 12 May 2023).

The role of Magistrates (2013) GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-role-of-magistrates (Accessed: 12 May 2023).

