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The character that has been designed for this assignment is based on a story I have created about a young man stumbling upon an abandoned hotel and being cursed to return to it each night to look after the ghastly monsters trapped within’ its walls.

Theme and Purpose
This character is the main antagonist of the story they are in and is the reason the main character is forced to return to the hotel every night. 
He is a demon who can shapeshift into anything he wants to but chooses to be a human for most of the story. He does so because he doesn’t want to draw too much attention to himself during his time in the mortal realm as this may alert unwanted attention from both the governments of the mortal world and the people of his realm.
The genre of this story is mostly based in horror but has an upbeat tone throughout. 
The chosen target audience is mid to late teenager as I want to be able to cover heavier concepts in my story but will also not be too graphic [69] – [70]. 
This story will be portrayed as a YouTube series spanning over multiple seasons [71] – [74]. IP is used to protect work from people who would steal it, YouTube’s copyright system is a good initial platform to protect this character design [75] – [76].


Design choices
MindView8 [77] was used to create my mind maps and Photoshop [78] to put together my mood boards and draw out my concepts.
The character’s appearance is controlled, so his clothes are a reflection of this trait.
Darker colours were selected because most of the clothing during the era was darker in tone with villains additionally having a darker colour palette [79] – [81].
I wanted the demon to feel intimidating so I made him taller than the average person and his design more angular [82] – [83].
I also wanted his design to not appear totally humanistic as whilst he is hiding his true form he is not fully human, so slightly pointed ears and cooler toned skin were selected to support this trait.
His design is more stylistic and incorporates anime styled eyes since bigger eyes are more appealing to audiences as you can see emotions better than if you were to go for a more realistic approach. It also helps the design avoid being too uncanny [84] – [87].


 
How research has informed decisions  
The demon was summoned by the original owner of the hotel during the early 1920’s so his appearance is heavily inspired by the aesthetics of that time [22] – [46].
During his time with the original owner, he worked as an in house magician in the hotel to further the owner’s goal of making the hotel popular. So, inspiration was also taken from magician clothing during that time period.
The research I did has helped the original idea remain consistent throughout the entire design process whilst also grounding the design in reality.

Overall, I am happy with the design as it achieves its design intention.
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