[image: image1.png]PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





Postgraduate/Distance Learning 

Assignment coversheet & feedback form
THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name:
Stephanie Stace

	Module code: HPH17009
Module title:
History and Historians
	Student ID number:
1715469
	Educational support needs:

Yes/No
No

	Module tutor:
Harriet Webster
Assignment due date: 
January 2121

	If your module has multiple submissions, please indicate which piece of work this is.

1st  FORMCHECKBOX 
 x   2nd   FORMCHECKBOX 
     3rd   FORMCHECKBOX 
     4th  FORMCHECKBOX 
 x     5th  FORMCHECKBOX 
      6th  FORMCHECKBOX 


	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.

Signed ………S M Stace……………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box □
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	Assignment Mark
1st Marker’s Provisional mark

2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark

External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
Final Mark

NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.
For completion by Marker 1 :

Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:



	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)



	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:


Writing the Early Crusades 

Text, Transmission and Memory, Edited by Marcus Bull and Damien Kempf (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2018)

This book has its beginnings in a research project on the historiography of the First Crusade. The investigation was based at the University of Bristol and funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. The researcher’s focus was to examine the different perspectives offered by the raft of contemporary and near contemporary narratives that arose from the First Crusade. The editor’s intention was to explore the question as to why so many accounts were written and how their transmission occurred. As they were written, copied, revised, redacted and indeed translated, their interpretation by others would have had a level of influence not only on how they were perceived but on their future distribution. How accurate were these narratives and from whom were the eyewitness accounts taken? Further, what was the relationship between the spoken and written work?  Drawing on medieval sources the editors have attempted to interpret the content of the narratives, seeking to understand how their transmission influenced the cognitive assumptions of crusading discourses.

The rationale for this research has arisen from a perceived paucity of literature, examining the ways crusading accounts were transmitted and how they were absorbed into the cultural framework of the period. The editors suggest a wealth of information has been left dormant and is still accessible to scholars. These allow for a richer appreciation of not only the writers’ reasons for writing, but their style, popularity and authority which are all key factors that contribute to the impact of their written accounts. Furthermore, these elements would have influenced their dissemination and are perhaps a key to our understanding of why some are considered more authoritative than others. 
First Crusade narratives carry more significance than chronological accounts of conquests, skirmishes and defeats. They capture a cultural and colonial history of a period in time unsurpassed in the medieval historiography of Western Europe. With this book, the author’s endeavour to connect the reader with an opportunity to understand the impact of the crusade and how it reverberated throughout Europe. 
The editors offer not only a collection of accounts written by chroniclers using eyewitness narratives, but a selection of perspectives that encompass second generation chronicles together with descriptions of conflicts and journeys that collectively deliver a reflection of how the crusading history evolved. History has traditionally offered a discourse that has been methodologically fashioned into what we consider to be a reflection of the early Crusades. In this book the authors challenge this notion and have brought together a number of contributors who offer a new evaluation that incorporates a cultural assessment facilitating an understanding of the transmission of memory and how this influences our knowledge of medieval historiography.
Steven Biddlecombe offers an in-depth examination of Baldric of Bourgueil’s Historia Ierosolimitana. He considers Baldric’s perspective of Christian kindness and mutual kinship between the East and the West as being a predominant feature of his narrative, and, as such, differentiates it from other chronicles of a similar period.  Jay Rubenstein compares the histories of Guibert of Nogent, Albert of Aachen and Fulcher of Chartres and their individual motives.  As a contrast Peter Frankopan examines the sole surviving Greek text and what he sees as a misrepresentation of its context, which he argues is symptomatic of the adulteration of many medieval chronicles. Luigi Russo focuses in particular on the monastery of Monte Cassino, and the importance of its centrality between the East and the West. Much of the evidence of its importance as a stopping off point for pilgrims and as a political and cultural focus in the locality has been documented by the monks of the monastery themselves. This detail allows the scholar to appreciate the benefits provided by monastic training in preserving historical knowledge. Nicholas Paul writes about the Gates of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was an important city for Christian pilgrims and its gates in particular were symbolic in much of the Old Testament. It is therefore pertinent to crusading history that the Gates draw a primary focus with much of crusading history incorporating mention of them. Robert the Monk and his Historia Iherosolimitana is discussed by James Naus who suggests Robert’s popularity to some degree occurred through using his political acumen. In attempting to maintain the reputation of the Capetian court by deflecting from any unfortunate exploits, Robert managed to whitewash over some unfortunate occurrences and ensured the Royal House conserved its reputation. Daniel Kempf explored more in the way of how Robert’s narrative was disseminated and received by the Germans. An example of its popularity is noted in that a copy of Robert’s text was produced at Schaftlarn abbey and associated with Otto of Freising, an advocate of the Second Crusade. Marcus Bull suggests Robert targeted his narrative for a mainstream audience by using a prose style with some verse. He attempted to balance his text and capture the imagination of the public adding the descriptiveness and vividity that signalled his personal authorial stance. 
In essence, this book captures the historiography of the First Crusade. It is an easy read for the novice historian, whilst providing a level of detail and interest to the consummate scholar of the Crusades. It offers an interesting facet to our traditional understanding of medieval narratives by introducing aspects not previously explored in detail. The transmission of crusading history may have taken different forms, and if so, was their replication accurate? How were crusading manuscripts preserved and for whom were they written? This book raises many questions and provides much material for further exploration.
 PAGE 
5

