	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress, we are interested to read your own assessment of this work as a measure of your own effort and in order that we may comment on your strengths and weaknesses.
Please ensure you complete this assessment before submitting your work.

	What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?    
	I feel the suffrage movement is the best bit as if it never happened where would women be in society today.


	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	My conclusion I feel is not great. More information on different types of feminism, where in the waves they started and how women were oppressed in different cultures could have been researched better.  


	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	Realising that today was the deadline and not yesterday and a possibility of getting a slightly better mark than 40. It made me run through the quad at 11 am and knuckle down.



Feminism is a movement that aims to gain political, cultural and economic equal rights for women. It addresses gender issues through political and sociological theories and by public campaigns for women's rights and aims to end sexism and sexual exploitation (Beasley,1999). The term has been in use since the 1890s, but the meaning has evolved over the years (Offen, 1988), it was more commonly used during the 1970’s even though it was used much earlier in society; in 1942 Katherine Hepburn spoke of the "feminist movement" in the film Women of the Year (Women of the Year, 1942). 
Feminism has changed how perspectives in a variety of fields within western society think, ranging from law to culture (Beasley,1999). Activists of feminism have been campaigning for the rights of women to become recognised within several issues. They include property rights, rights of contract and voting rights, the right for a woman to oversee their body regarding abortion and reproductive rights. Also including many forms of male oppression, including protection of domestic violence and rape, sexual harassment, equal rights in the work place and all other forms of gender-specific discrimination against women (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013). During the feminist movement the leaders were predominantly middle class white women from the regions of North American and Western Europe. Since a speech made by Sojourner Truth in 1851 which was delivered to American feminists, women from all races and cultures have proposed alternative feminist theories (Tong, 1995). The Civil Rights movement within the United States during the 1960’s increased feminist notion, as well as in Europe and the Third World were “Post-colonial” and “Third World” feminism was introduced (Tong, 1995). 
This essay is going to explore and describe feminism theory in the west from the nineteenth century. Maggie Humm argues that feminism can be identified as three distinct waves (Humm, 1995). The first wave was concerned with women’s suffrage during 19th and early 20th Century. The second wave dealt with the women’s liberation movement in the early 1960s. The third wave, which began in the 1990s was a result of the poor outcomes from the second wave of feminism (Brunell, no date).
The first wave of feminism refers to an extended time of active feminist campaigning during the 19th Century through to the early 20th Century and focused on women’s suffrage. Women were being oppressed in many ways. The restriction over gender equality for the vote was a manifestation and a cause of their oppression. In 1972 Mary Wollestonecraft wrote what is arguably recognised as the first book dealing with feminist issues. According to Poston (1988), she argued for the social and moral equality of the sexes. Wollstonecraft is regarded as the grandmother of British feminism, it was her ideas that helped to create the suffrage movement (Shukla, 2006). It originally focused on property rights for women and the argument against chattel marriage (Shukla, 2006). National politics in the 19th Century had no place for women, women could not be candidates within Parliament. Male hierarchical thinking was that the men would make decisions and take responsibility within political matters and women’s roles were to be within the home child-rearing and maintain the home. Many women were in full time employment because of industrial revolution. Women now had opportunities to arrange meetings and gather in large organised groups, they would discuss things such as social and political issues. 
[bookmark: _Hlk512947200]In 1866 coordinated campaigns for women’s suffrage began. The main objectives were that they wanted gender equality to vote. In 1888 women could vote in local council elections. The campaigns had two distinct movements to gain equality of the vote for women; the suffragists and the suffragettes. Under the leadership of Millicent Fawcett numerous local women’s suffrage societies formed the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS). The word “Suffrage” referred to the right to the vote, the NUWSS wanted gender equal rights to vote for middle class property owning women. They believed the way to active campaigning should be done using peaceful tactics: petitions, non-violent demonstrations and the lobbing of MP’s. Fawcett believed if the organisation was acting polity, in an intelligent manner and they were law-abiding, then women would prove they were responsible to fully understand and participate in politics. She argued that if women had to obey laws then they should become part of the process of policy making. She went on to state that if women were expected to pay taxes this should enabling them to become equal to men. Even though the leadership of the suffragists were exclusively middleclass, some members had recognised that to make the movement more efficient they needed the support of the working-class women. They concentrated on educating and drawing women of various cultures within society together. These women then began to feel like they had been given an identity a purpose other than what was expected of them. Some believed that progress within the organisation was slow, Fawcett did convert some members of the Labour Representation committee, many Bills in favour for the movement were given extensive support within Parliament (BBC Bitesize, 2014).
In 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst, who had originally been a member of the Manchester Suffragist Group, grew impatient with the middle class, peaceful campaign, respectable, gradualist tactics of the NUWSS and decided to establish a separate society. The Daily Mail newspaper named them the “Suffragettes” they became know as the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU). Pankhurst believed that encouraging young working-class women to be active within the organisation would draw attention to the cause. Their motto was “deeds not words” and from 1012 onwards their movement had become more violent and militant in their campaigning methods. They where well known for tactics like violence, law-breaking and hunger strikes, things such as vandalising shops, chaining themselves to Buckingham Palace became a regular occurrence. They were not afraid to be arrested and while in prison would continue to protest by going on hunger strikes (BBC Bitesize, 2014). As they were seen as well educated middle classed women they would not force feed them as was the case in an asylum, instead the government decided to introduce The Cat and Mouse Act. In this Act “rebels” would be imprisoned for the non-peaceful campaigning and when weak from their hunger strike the government would release them (avoiding public shame of a women of high standing should die in prison), when they had recovered they would start their violent campaigns and the process would start again hence the title of the act being The Cat and Mouse. The first suffrage martyr to die for the cause occurred during the June 1913 Derby. Emily Wilding Davis was killed after she threw herself under the Kings horse (Trueman, 2018). 
In 1907 the WSPU split into two groups, Christabel and her mother Emmeline Pankhurst disagreed with members of the executive body, the women who left went on to form the Women’s Freedom League while Pankhurst and their followers developed on even tighter grip on the WSPU. The three groups did not agree over tactics, but their message was the same it was consistent, they worked together regularly. 
After continuous protests and campaigns the Representation of the People Act was passed in 1918 giving the vote to women over the age of 30, but only of the owned property. It took a further 10 years for this privilege to be extended to women over the age of 21, (BBC Bitesize, 2014). 
At the start of the World War 1 in 1914 the suffrage movement and all the other societies immediately decreased their campaigning and some where even suspended activities in the knowledge of a greater threat to Britain (BBC Bitesize, 2014). 
After the first wave, women were able to vote although opportunities were gender unequal the key pressures the earlier feminist had campaigned for could arguably be met. Women in pre-second wave era had developed a significant degree of independence, including legal independence. The expectations of women had started to change, and social behaviour had developed to transform women’s life’s. Women could make informed, independent choices about what career they wanted (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013).  
Second wave feminism started in the early 1960s through to the end of the 1980s, feminist was campaigning for equality, equal pay and making discrimination a more acceptable thing to combat and how to detect it. The second wave came out of women realising that the vote wasn’t enough, being a house wife was not fulfilling to many and they wanted more (Friedan.1963). Being a different culture or race was another form of oppression on top of being a woman. During the 1960s there was a development of consciousness arising women’s groups and campaigns that focused on women’s issues. It is in this wave that the three theories of radical, liberal and Marxist socialist feminism developed (Lovell, no date).
[bookmark: _Hlk512947278]Feminism has always focused on the oppression of women and inequality between the sexes. However, there have also always been different theories and arguments about the reasons for this imbalance and what should be done about it (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013).
Radical feminists focus on men and patriarchy being the cause of the problem. They see society as being dominated by men and argue that women need to be liberated from this. They are more interested in the rights of women than gaining equality (Abbott, Wallace and Tyler,2005). They believe that there are differences in the natures of men and women that cannot be changed but that the idea of what is feminine needs to be reappraised.
Marxist and socialist feminism, however, argue that capitalism is the reason for women’s oppression and they focus on equal rights for women alongside men in the workplace. They argue that women and men of the working classes need to fight against capitalism as a means of freeing women from oppression. They say that women cannot be equal unless the working class has more power in society.  Marxist feminists argue that this cannot be achieved without communism whereas socialist feminists believe equality is still possible in a democracy (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013).
Liberal feminism has less concrete theories on what causes women’s oppression. It is less revolutionary and more in favor of campaigning for gradual change in the political, economic and social systems that make up western society (Haralambos and Holborn, (2013). This form of feminism believes that society has shaped people’s views of how men and women should behave and that stereotypes need to be challenged. They campaign for equal rights for women in education and work and were very much in favour of the Sex Discrimination Act (1975) and the Equal Pay Act (1970). (Haralambos and Holborn,2013). They are more concerned with working within existing structures than revolution.
 “The Personal is Political” was a slogan created by feminist activist Carol Hanisch, which embodied the ethos of the second wave of feminism. Hanisch explains that both personal and political issues are inextricably linked together. It also means that women bring their own experiences to build the foundations of feminism both political and personal. Betty Friedan criticised the fact that women could only find fulfilment in life by only being a wife and a mother. In her book The Feminine Mystique (1963) she stated that middle classed suburban housewives were deprived of meaningful goals and the answer was to become educated and join the work force. 
The Third wave of feminism developed during the middle of the 1990s and evolved because of the freedoms that the second and first wave had achieved. Women in the 1990s had a lot more economic and political power than before but they recognised they needed more. They have been influenced by ideas of postmodernism and question traditional beliefs about femininity, masculinity, gender and sexuality. They argue that one first needs to understand how gender and sexuality have been shaped by society before one can be truly liberated. Alongside this third wave feminists have redefined women as strong, powerful and actively sexual. There has been a lot of criticism of the third wave because of the way women are still sexualised in the media (Wolf, 1990). Debates are raised on whether high heels and pole dancing, for instance, can really be regarded as sexual equality (Cumberbatch, 2004). Many would argue that women today are still judged in terms of how they look (Kilbourne, 1995).
To conclude, feminism has come a long way from where it started with campaigning and peaceful protests to violence and hunger strikes. This was done to make women feel inclusive within society, empowering them to gain gender equality. The suffrage movement started the ball moving and many forms of feminism continuous to this day. The waves of feminism have improved gender relations, reducing violence against women, having equal pay laws and antidiscrimination legislation has all enabled women to become equal within society. What Wollstonecraft began continues today and will carry on as long as there strong minded women who are willing to fight against discrimination, and empower women to obtain what is now legally theirs to have.   
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