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[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Introduction 

The main belief with respect to classical criminology is that of individuals or self-seeking who might try to commit a criminal offense (Hunt, 2021). In this regard, the theories related to classical criminology will be provided. Evidence-based policing and different models will be discussed with respect to the criminal activity of theft.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Main Body 
[bookmark: _heading=h.9gvovh9se0vo]Evaluate how policing models support evidence-based policing (EBP).
Evidence-based practices (EBP) are essential for directing and establishing efficient law enforcement methods in the world of modern security. This article examines how evidence is used to support and develop policing strategies, focusing on the idea of evidence-based policing and decision-making. It will also look at how evidence-based policing assesses current procedures, address various models like Problem Oriented Policing (POP), Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment (SARA) and Problem-Solving Policing (PSP) and carefully evaluate their advantages and disadvantages.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Theories Associated with Classical Criminology
Classical criminology gives a chance to explain crime as a free will decision for making any criminal selection by applying the principle of pain pleasure where people act in different ways for maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain. Besides, Hunt (2021) also suggested that the idea and theory associated with classical criminology is the free well to explain that they often might select to engage in crime and the most efficient manner to control the crime by the police is to deter the offenders while making it profitable and uncomfortable for them to offend. However, with respect to a theft crime, majority of thieves tend to rationalize the decision of stealing with the help of the rational choice theory or a strain theory where the younger thieves are prone to fear or social pressure.  Positivist perception theory is also related to the external or internal influence of individuals which tends to cause criminal behaviour such as theft (Sen, 2019). 

Some other theories related to classical criminology are: 

Demonological Theory: The demonological theory originated from ancient times when a crime was considered supernatural, because human beings were under the control of witches, demons, and ghosts. Moreover, in some cases, people were killed if they were not brought back to the regular state (Ranaweera, 2020). 

Neoclassical Theory: this theory can be defined as a classical theory of criminology as it views that criminals are generally induced by criminal opportunities for committing crimes such as theft. This theory of criminology is linked with hedonism and utilitarianism (Thilakarantha, 2019). 

Classical Theory: The classical theory of criminology is associated with the rationality and efficient thinking of the individual committing the crime. This suggests that the criminal can very well understand what is right or wrong but after weighing the pleasure and hurt, they get back to doing the crime. 

Rational Choice Theory: the rational choice theory is linked to the neoclassical theory that suggests that the criminals first observe the cost, opportunities, and benefits related to particular crimes such as theft and the crime is done with full senses even if the criminal knows that what is being done is wrong (O’Donnell, 2020).

[bookmark: _heading=h.nplgrfs1h6f2]Utilizing Evidence to Underpin and Develop Policing Practice
According to Cordner, 2020 evidence is a fundamental component that guides the development of policing methods and informs them. To inform their decision-making, law enforcement agencies depend on a comprehensive study, data analysis and empirical evidence. Evidence enables organizations to identify and understand the underlying causes of crime and disorder by looking at trends, patterns and consequences. It helps them to implement preventative methods targeted at avoiding and combating criminal activity within their jurisdictions, such as resource allocation, staff deployment and innovative approach implementation. In the opinion of Pepper, Rogers and Martin, 2020 A methodical approach is used in evidence-based policing to assess the effectiveness of ongoing procedures. Law enforcement authorities may assess the impact of their activities by using research methodology, data analysis and assessment procedures. This evidence-driven review assists in identifying areas for improvement, determining whether present techniques are producing the desired results and permitting evidence-led changes to increase the overall efficiency of policing activities, as per Sidebottom et al., 2018. Agencies can work toward continuous improvement and effective resource allocation by regularly revisiting and improving practices based on data from empirical studies.  
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Figure 1: The cases of Theft 
Source: Sen, 2019

Theft is a criminal act as it is done with the intention to deprive the rights of the owner with respect to a particular thing. For instance, stealing amounts of cash or shoplifting, or carjacking.

The Importance of Using Evidence to Support Decision-Making
According to Cave, Kurz and Arlett, 2019 Effective policing depends heavily on the use of evidence when making decisions. The use of evidence reduces the reliance on instinct and subjective assessments alone by giving decision-making processes an empirical and objective basis. A method that is more transparent, accountable and fair is made possible by reducing the possibility of biases and random choices. Utilizing evidence allows law enforcement organizations to allocate resources properly, target problem areas with reliability, and evaluate actions based on their success. Through the use of evidence, decision-makers can make sure that scarce funds are allocated to projects with the best chance of producing the desired results.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Evidence-Based Policing and Models 
· Problem-Oriented Policing (POP): POP places a focus on proactive and customized approaches to certain criminal situations. It involves a process of identifying problems, analysing them, developing solutions and evaluating them. With the help of this model, organizations are encouraged to go past traditional reactive strategies and develop an exhaustive approach to figuring out solutions (Hinkle et al., 2020).
· Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA): SARA is a framework for problem-solving that leads law enforcement organizations through a four-step procedure. It begins by scanning the environment to find recurring issues and then conducts a thorough study to discover the underlying causes. Agencies then create customized responses, put them into action and assess their success (Selman, 2019).
· Problem-Solving Policing (PSP): PSP combines methods for solving issues with everyday police work. Partnership with stakeholders in the community is stressed, with an emphasis on early problem detection, analysis and settlement. PSP makes use of partnerships and creative problem-solving methods to address the root causes of crime and disorder. (Beahm et al., 2021). 
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Figure 2: SARA Model 
Source: Staller and Koerner, 2021

The above reflected SARA crime prevention model is helpful for applying problem-solving ideas to the police in practice. This is an approach of policing that enhances and encourages the police to work, innovatively, collaboratively, and creatively with the communities and partners for understanding the issues of crimes while providing efficient solutions for them.  Bullock et al. (2022) opined that the SARA crime prevention model has been deemed to be highly effective in evidence-based policing for reducing issues such as theft because this model significantly allows enforcing laws to effectively pinpoint the problems while solving them. 

Scanning: This is the first step where the police recognise the recurring issue of theft and its respective outcomes within the areas while developing goals to remove this crime by reconfirming that the problem of theft actually exists.  

All the consequences of not addressing the issue of theft will also be addressed while understanding how this particular problem can impact the safety, prosperity, and wellbeing of the community members and neighbourhood (Cowen and Cartwright, 2019). 

Analysis: The police analyse the problem, while understanding its causes and collecting evidence on the problem of theft (Koziarski and Lee, 2019). The police then utilize a variety of evidence for gaining an understanding of the theft crime while developing an hypothesis about why theft is occurring so often. 

This step also analyses what is being done presently for reducing theft and why it is proving to be ineffective. Further, it is also analysed if the resources that are used for mitigating the issue of theft are dedicated only to the present issue or not. 

Response: Different ideas and interventions are brainstormed for reducing theft crimes while carrying out the most planned activities by the police.

Assessment: This is the final step where the police evaluate the success of the intervention plan and its outcomes related to the theft. The police determine whether the goals with respect to regular theft activities have been attended or not (Sherman, 2020).

Therefore, the SARA model is an effective theft prevention model that can be used in policing for reducing the crime of theft for safeguarding the prosperity and interests of individuals. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]How Classical Criminology can Reduce the Crime Activity of Theft 

Classical criminology can reduce the activity of theft as a crime by providing the harshest of punishments to the criminals because classical criminology suggests that the criminals will not perceive the theft crime due to the harsher punishments. This is because if the punishments are tough, then the offenders will not commit any kind of crime.  Moreover, if any thief is caught stealing under the principle of classical criminology, then the Crown Court can put the thief under seven years of imprisonment, or an unlimited fine can also be imposed. This suggests that classical criminology can highly decrease the criminal activity of theft (Boulton et al. 2021).  Moreover, the theory of classic criminology opens up professional and educational opportunities that can help in preventing crime so that people who were involved in theft can find new jobs and take care of themselves and their families without involving themselves in crimes such as theft. Conversely, the classic area of criminology reduces the crime of theft by making improvements across the overall criminal justice system including the responses to their crime, and by treating both the criminals and the victims, while making advancements in policing tactics, such as community-oriented policing.

Further, the crime of theft can be reduced with the help of the classical theory of criminology as this theory underpins that the punishment of theft is a deterrent to crime and that if punishment is proportional to the crime carried out, then it can be given promptly. Further, evidence-based policing with respect to classical criminology reduces the crime of theft by targeting the resources of theft while ensuring that fair treatment is provided to the individuals who have been robbed and harmed. Further, Wilson (3019) opined that with the help of the classical theory of criminology, the wrongdoers and thieves can also be detained and arrested by police officers who have been captured legitimately for carrying out the crime of theft while being punished on adequate grounds. Moreover, classical criminology also provides protection and security to the victim areas of theft with the help of different critical facilities which helps in the reduction of theft while maintaining peace within the community. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.xenqt9aujerl]Evaluation of the Strengths and Limitations of Evidence-Based Policing Models
As per Bennett Moses and Chan, 2018, POP encourages organizations to focus on the issues at hand and encourages a problem-oriented approach. However, doing so requires an in-depth examination of the data and the identification of the problems, which can be time and resource consuming. A comprehensive understanding of criminal concerns is promoted through SARA's systematic approach to problem-solving, as per Burton and McGregor, 2018. Nevertheless, maintaining a commitment to the examination phase may be difficult. In order to solve problems comprehensively, PSP encourages community involvement and collaboration. However, maintaining sustained community involvement may demand significant effort and a reliance on foreign interactions, in the opinion of Queirós et al.,2020.

Overcoming Challenges in Implementing Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing has much potential, but it can be difficult to put into practice. To maximize the advantages of evidence-based methods, certain issues must be resolved:
·  Data Accessibility and Quality: The availability and quality of data are two major issues. For the purpose of making decisions based on evidence, law enforcement agencies require data that is trustworthy, complete and fast. The key to addressing this difficulty is to improve data collection processes, ensure data accuracy and encourage information sharing among authorities.
· Research Practice Gap: An additional obstacle is bridging the understanding disconnect between research and practice. In order to incorporate the most recent proof into their approaches, law enforcement organizations must work closely with researchers and academics. The transformation of study findings into beneficial applications can be accelerated through coordination between academics, practitioners and policymakers.
· Organizational Culture and Resistance to Change: Within law enforcement organizations, implementing evidence-based policing often requires a cultural change. Adoption of evidence-based strategies might be hindered by resistance to change, suspicion and persistent reliance on traditional methods. Resistance can be overcome, and an evidence-based decision-making culture can be promoted with the support of training programs, leadership assistance and supportive organizational culture.
· Resource Constraints: Implementing evidence-based policing is difficult due to a lack of budget, staff and technology. Due to limited resources, agencies may experience difficulty in data collection, analysis and utilization. These difficulties can be reduced by promoting enough funding, prioritizing investments in technology and training and looking for partnerships.

A feasible approach for improving policing procedures and decision-making is evidence-based policing, regardless of its obstacles. Law enforcement agencies may increase results for public safety and build trust in communities by using evidence to guide policies, assess effectiveness and prioritize resource allocation. In order to advance evidence-based policing, it is necessary to remove obstacles to data accessibility, close the research practice gap, deal with change resistance and secure enough funding. Adopting methods that are based on evidence enables organizations to continuously improve their procedures and make communities safer and more resilient.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Conclusion 

In summation, it can be understood that evidence-based policing is highly vital for reducing theft. Further, the overview of crime and criminology was also provided while reflecting upon their strengths and weaknesses.
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