Fundamental Academic and Employment Skills
 
In the computing and digital industry having only technical knowledge alone is insufficient. Especially as technology is always evolving and expanding, we need skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, time management, communication, teamwork, and technical skills. For this reason, fundamental skills provide the solid foundation you need to succeed in education and to build a successful career [1], [2]
Digital and technical skills help you work with different software, understanding new systems and keeping up with the changes in technology. However, having digital literacy goes beyond basic computer use. In today’s world and being a student myself it is a vital part of doing well in your studies and achieving superior results [2],[3]
Good communication and teamwork are essential; majority of computing projects are done within groups and other individual's, part of good communication also means expanding your mind to be sceptical and thinking critically about information, rather than accepting everything immediately, it is important to ask questions such as “how?” and “why” and “is this correct” in order to improve understanding and avoiding mistakes and making sure everyone is on the same page. As a result, communication becomes clearer, more effective, and reliable. Research into employability skills in IT professionals also highlights communication and critical thinking as important skills in the workplace. [4]

Thirdly time management and problem solving are important skills in computing because they help you work in an organised and effective way, in other words they help you plan your work, break challenging task into smaller steps, and finish them on time. As a student myself these skills help me plan my assignments, meet deadlines, and avoid leaving my work until the last minute. This also gives me more time to check over my work and make any changes or improvements before I submit it. Problem solving is equally as important especially when working with other people or a team. During one of my group presentations, I noticed that one of my group members was becoming nervous whiles presenting and getting a little confused, instead of drawing attention to the situation I stepped in naturally by saying “what Bea was also trying to say...” before continuing the explanation. This helped the presentation continue smoothly without making it obvious that they were struggling and making sure the audience understood our points, being able to think logically and break a problem into smaller parts is crucial to obtain reliable solutions, employers value people who can stay calm under pressure, reliable and able to take on more responsibility, make informed decisions and analyse problems carefully. I feel improving more on these skills I have stated alongside with my technical knowledge will help me to do well at university and prepare me for a successful career in the computing industry.[2],[4]
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