


Policing terrorism - Assignment 1 

This essay will discuss the definition of terrorism suggested by Cooper (2001) against other definitions and comparing and contrasting the differences. The essay will then go on to evaluate the implications and the understanding of the definitions imposed by Cooper (2001), the terrorism act (2000), Dr. Boaz Ganor (2013) and the FBI (2022). Finally, the terrorist groups, Al Qaeda and Islamic state will be explored, discussing their ideology, structure and methods of their operations. A conclusion will be included in the end to sum up the findings and determine how the terrorist groups do or do not fit the definition of terrorism. 

In the terrorism act 2000, it states that terrorism is described as: 

“The use or threat of action where it involves serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, endangers another person’s life, creates serious risk to health or safety of the public, is designed to interfere with or damage an electronic system, is used to a threat of the government or intimidate the public, and the threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause” (Terrorism act, 2000).

This definition is similar to Coopers definition as it states that terrorism is intentionally causing other people to fear them, so that they can maintain control over human beings. However, the terrorism act has specific extents that make someone a terrorist, where cooper is very vague in his definition as he hasn’t specified exactly what actions or crimes terrorists commit to come under the definition. 

Dr. Boaz Ganor (2013) suggests that the definition of terrorism is “the deliberate use of violence, against civilians in order to achieve political ends”. This contradicts the definition that the terrorist act (2000) stands by to a degree, because although it suggests that people from the public are getting scared, they also suggest that terrorists don’t only target the civilians, but they target the electrical systems, and the government too. However, he does say that the motives are mostly “religious, political and socialistic”. Ganor believes that terrorists specifically target civilians and nothing else, similar to Cooper (2001). It would be difficult for the police to control terrorism using Ganors definition, because he doesn’t encounter anything other than the civilians that are getting threatened by it.

The FBI (2022) define terrorism under two categories, international terrorism and domestic terrorism. Although they are both described as violent, criminal acts by individuals or groups, international terrorism is when foreign terrorist organisations inspire people from your country. Whereas domestic terrorism is when groups or individuals have a desire to commit criminal acts due to political, religious or racial influences. All of the definitions above have some correspondence with each other, and the main similarities are the motives and reasons as to why terrorist organisations commit offences. 

Al Qaeda (the base) is an Islamic organisation that began as a support network for Muslims during the Afghan war, against the Soviet Union in the late 1980’s. Bin Laden is the founder of this Muslim group, and after the war in the 1990’s he decided to focus the organisation on “bigger enemies” meaning the United States (Rodriguez, 2022).

[bookmark: _Int_JxH4cVo6][bookmark: _Int_lIHTvAqH]Al Qaeda's ideology of the Islamic revolution is for all Americans and their allies, civilians and military to die in the hands of Muslims, in any country, at any time, in order to defend the Muslims faith (Gregg, 2010, p.297). This ideology supports the FBI (2022) definition of domestic terrorism because they are an international organisation, declaring that they want to end the lives of all Americans, for the purpose of their religion and faith. It also supports Coopers (2001) definition of terrorism because their aim is to take over America, by killing their citizens. However, Ganors (2013) definition doesn’t fit Al Qaeda's ideology because he believes that terrorism only targets civilians. 

[bookmark: _Int_5uvJCuNc][bookmark: _Int_9M4Jzh9W][bookmark: _Int_TYSrtN1A][bookmark: _Int_SSeiJMvq][bookmark: _Int_KLpLv1f0][bookmark: _Int_Rsn0SZ51]One of Al Qaeda's main goals was to get rid of the United States armed forces from Saudi Arabia by violence. While Al Qaeda's goal is to establish the Islamic caliphate in one country, it is mentioned that they are hoping to extend across the whole ummah, which is the global Islamic community (Libicki. M, Chalk. P, Sisson. M, 2007). It would cause a dramatic change to the world in the future, if they reach their goal. 

Osama Bin Laden (1997) stated:

“We have declared jihad against the US, because in our religion it is our duty to make jihad so that God's word is the one exalted to the heights and so that we drive the Americans away from all Muslim countries.” (Glenn. C, 2015)

They planned and perused many attacks in the US, one being the 9/11 attack in the world trade centre in 2001. This resulted in the death of 2996 civilians, as well as lots of people injured and a completely destroyed city (Angerer. D, 2018). This example fits with Dr. Boaz definition of terrorism because many civilians suffered as a result of Al Qaeda’s desire to go to war with the US. However, it also fits the definition that Cooper suggests because they wanted to create fear in America by showing them what they are capable of and that they are ready for war, regardless of if it means their own people have to sacrifice their life in a plane crash. 9 days after this terrorist attack, the U.S president declared that “our war on terror begins with Al Qaeda” (Tilly. C, 2004). This encourages terrorist groups because it is giving them what they want, which is their name to be spread around the world. They want to be noticed, and they want people to fear them. Again, this ties in with Cooper because it is fearmongering. 

[bookmark: _Int_sXRqjXGg][bookmark: _Int_XDc2lRBG]Another attack that Al Qaeda instigated was the truck bomb explosion outside the American embassy, Nairobi in Kenya in 1998. In result of this attack, only 12 out of the 224 people that died were American, while 4500 people were injured (FBI, 2022). This movement specifically supports Ganors (2013) and Coopers (2001) definition best, simply because they caused fear to the people in Kenya, causing deaths of civilians just to get to the Americans. While only 12 Americans died, a lot of Kenya's citizens died or suffered in result of this. 

[bookmark: _Int_6X9Tmlxl][bookmark: _Int_u2cPUXSD][bookmark: _Int_jJvk3Rzu][bookmark: _Int_sUYIqVgx]The other terrorist group that will be addressed in this essay is the Islamic state. The Islamic state, also known as ISIS, was founded by Abu Musab in 2004. The idea of this group stemmed from Al Qaeda, therefore they share a lot of common traits, methods and goals. One of the main similarities between the two terrorist groups is that they both target America specifically, as well as Americas allies and supporters (Wilson, 2019). 

Similar to Al Qaeda’s organisation, ISIS follow the ideology of territory and caliphate. They claim to be fighting for the territory across Iraq and Syria, then eventually the entire ummah, which is the global Muslim community. They use propaganda to increase their supporters in order to gain territory, by claiming that the reason for their actions is solely for religious reasons and it is a good cause (Comerford. M, 2015). This supports the terrorism act (2000) because the main reason that ISIS is a terrorism group is because of religious reasons. 

Abu Musab stated:

“If you remain steadfast, Allah will support you and grant you victory and plant your feet firmly. Know that paradise is under the shade of the swords” (Wilson centre, 2017)

Bunzel (2015) suggests that although ISIS “dominates headlines” by demonstrating brutal acts, there is still little knowledge of the distinctive ideologies that the supporters are following. This is different to Al Qaeda as their ideology is clearly presented and well-rehearsed with the group. Having said that, both of the groups have made clear that they follow the ideology of Jihadi-Salafism, which doesn’t only include militant groups but also global networks, websites and media outlets. 

Similar to Al Qaeda, ISIS want war with the west. In order to encourage this, they are determined to divide the world into two groups, abode of war, and abode of peace, attempting to create a propaganda strategy that promotes an ‘us or them’ narrative (Comerford, 2015). This supports Coopers definition of terrorism because this strategy of propaganda not only makes people fear the group to try to get more supporters, but it also maintains control over people’s lives as they live out of guilt for their religion. Therefore, people that follow this religion will do anything they can for it, whether its extreme or not.  

Between 2015 and 2016, terrorists that were alliances to ISIS began to attack places in Europe, these were known as lone wolf attacks. According to Nacos (2016 pp.178) ISIS figured that lots of smaller attacks may contribute to more significant, or similar effects to when they commit major strikes. Their mindset is to kill anyone, even if that includes themselves with no consequences. This supports the FBI’s international description of terrorism because a foreign organisation, in this case ISIS, has influenced citizens that live in their own country to commit these acts of violence. However, it also fits the description of domestic violence because it is often for the purpose of their religion, rather than for the organisation itself.  

In 2017, an ISIS alliance, Salman Abedi created a home-made bomb and set it off in an Ariana Grande concert on 22nd May. During this attack, 22 innocent lives were taken, and 116 were injured. Not only did he take the lives of civilians, but he also took his own life (BBC News, 2017). Similar to Al Qaeda, the attacks were made against innocent people as a technique of fearmongering and control. This is supported by Coopers definition of terrorism because it demonstrates the desire to control the public and make them fear ISIS so that they potentially side with them, instead of against them. 

In conclusion, all of the descriptions of terrorism are credible in some way, as they can all apply to the two groups talked about in this essay, Al Qaeda and ISIS. The definitions vary, this makes them credible as a whole because they cover a lot of the ideology and goals that the organisations bide by. However, the definitions all follow a similar route, which goes down to religion and politics. Ganors definition stood out the most because he stresses that terrorists focus on the killing of civilians, and during the study of this essay, it was found that all of the attacks resulted in the loss of civilian’s lives. Whereas the other definitions focused on attacks against the government and the electrical system, as well as the public. 

Overall, it was found that ISIS and Al Qaeda are very similar, because they both follow the same ideology, as well as the same motives and goals. The reasons for these organisations are mainly for political, territorial and religious gain. They both kill civilians in order to meet their goals. However, Al Qaeda’s attacks are on a bigger scale than ISIS. Even though ISIS supporters attack more frequently, Al Qaeda’s organisation have a much bigger impact on the environment and public. For example, the 9/11 attack killed 2996 people, whereas the bombing in Manchester only killed 22 people. 

Reference 

The terrorism act (2000). UK public general acts, 2000 c.11, Part 1 Section 1. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/section/1. Accessed on 24th October 2022.

Nacos. B (2016 pp.178). Mass-Meditated terrorism. Mainstream and digital media in terrorism and counterterrorism, third edition. Accessed 3rd November 2022.

BBC News (2017). Manchester attack: What we know so far. Available at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-40008389. Accessed on 2nd November 2022. 

Brunzel. C (2015). Brookings. From paper state to caliphate: The ideology of Islamic state. Available at https://www.brookings.edu/research/from-paper-state-to-caliphate-the-ideology-of-the-islamic-state/. Accessed on 2nd November 2022. 

Wilson centre (2017). Pp. 1-5. The jihadi threat. ISIS, Al Qaeda, and beyond. Available at
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/The-Jihadi-Threat-ISIS-Al-Qaeda-and-Beyond.pdf. Accessed on 2nd November 2022. 

[bookmark: _Int_UPglG6Rd]Wilson (2019). Timeline: the rise, spread, and fall of the Islamic state. Available at https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/timeline-the-rise-spread-and-fall-the-islamic-state. Accessed on 1st November 2022. 

Dr. Boaz Ganor (2013). YouTube, The definition of terrorism: A fundamental counter-terrorism measure. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lunQwBhzgxo. Accessed on 25th October 2022.

FBI (2022). Terrorism, what we investigate. Available at
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism. Accessed on 25th October 2022. 

Rodriguez (2022). The Brookings institution – the history of Al Qaeda. April 20th. Accessed on 25th October 2022. 

Angerer. D (2018). History, September 11 attacks. Available at 
https://www.history.com/topics/21st-century/9-11-attacks. Accessed on 25th October 2022. 

Tilly. C (2004). Terror, terrorism, terrorists. Sociological Theory
Vol. 22, No. 1, Theories of Terrorism: A Symposium (Mar., 2004), pp. 5-13. Accessed on 25th October 2022.

[bookmark: _Int_XHQSdrQ2][bookmark: _Int_qulQGubt][bookmark: _Int_JiBinNWL]Gregg. H.S. (2010) p.295. ‘Fighting the Jahid of the pen: countering Al Qaeda's
ideology’, terrorism and political violence. Accessed on 31st October 2022.

Glenn. C (2015), Al Qaeda v ISIS: Ideology & strategy. Available at
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/al-qaeda-v-isis-ideology-strategy. Accessed on
31st October 2022.

[bookmark: _Int_AhAUa4j6]Libicki. M, Chalk. P, Sisson. M (2007). Exploring terrorist targeting preferences.
[bookmark: _Int_RZSAh1Oo]Chapter 2: what drives Al Qaeda's choice of targets? Accessed on 31st October.

FBI (2022). East African Embassy bombings. Available at
https://www.fbi.gov/history/famous-cases/east-african-embassy-bombings. 
Accessed on 1st November 2022. 

Comerford. M (2015). What is the ideology underpinning ISIS? Available at
https://institute.global/policy/what-ideology-underpinning-isis. Accessed on 2nd
November 2022. 
