	
	
	



Site Specific Report

How could a work be transferred to another site, changing its purpose/impact?
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Site-specific art is work that, innately, has had an influence taken from its location to produce the work. Whether it reflects the history of the site, uses materials from that area, or it can only be fully realised in the decided space, these all undeniably will be what make the artwork complete. I’ll be using 2 works that capture my interest to explore how they may change in purpose or impact if transferred to a different site, specifically Season’s Greetings by Banksy and Sun Tunnels by Nancy Holt.
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[bookmark: _Int_mGH5i7Bb]Season’s Greetings is a piece that appeared in the Welsh town of Port Talbot not long before Christmas of 2018, made by the anonymous graffiti artist Banksy. As can be seen in the image above, it details a young boy standing and tasting the snowflakes that fall from the sky. However, around the corner you will see the ‘snow’ is actually ashes from a burning dumpster that the boy is entirely oblivious to. By creating this on a corner, you can experience the work in full by standing diagonal or in 2 parts by moving yourself to see it from various angles, making the viewer engage themselves more with the work and its surroundings. Port Talbot is a town that’s unfortunately renowned for its high pollution due to the steel works in the area that were active at the time of the piece being done. Though the area was wrongly given the title of the most polluted area in the UK by WHO (ITV News, 2018), there is no denying the fact that the town was built with the foundations of the steelworks. Children have been raised and provided for by jobs in a factory that actively polluted the place they grew up in, which reflects in the graffiti work.
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Sun Tunnels is a piece installed in the Great Basin Desert located in Utah, created by the artist Nancy Holt. It consists of concrete tubes with various patterns of holes drilled through them that have been brought and arranged in their specific spots. As the sun is in the sky, the holes allow the light through and projects into the shadows of the inner tube, creating constellations that encompassed the globe: Draco, Perseus, Columba, and Capricorn. Holt orchestrated these tubes to align with the timings of the winter and summer solstice, wherein the sun can be seen to perfectly inside the tunnels from its place on the horizon on those days.

Both these pieces have their method of interacting with the artist’s selected site, though in different ways. Sun Tunnels comes most to life with the positions of the sun and most uniquely in its location during the solstices of the summer and winter, whilst Season’s Greetings is much more dependent on the history of the town it was created in and the associations of the area that were highlighted at the time. I believe the work of Sun Tunnels would lose most of both its purpose and impact if it were to be moved to a different location, as the intent is to be able to align with the sun from their designed location. Nancy Holt (1977) states “The idea for Sun Tunnels became clearer to me while I was in the desert watching the sun rising and setting, keeping the time of the earth. Sun Tunnels can exist only in that particular place—the work evolved out of its site.”, reinforcing the fact that the site, and even its coordinates, is integral to how the piece serves its purpose. Banksy’s Season’s Greetings could, theoretically, still serve its intended purpose of commentating on the pollution of a town’s air and the danger it poses for young generations; however, it would lose the full extent of its impact if not in Port Talbot. With the WHO air pollution report that had been published earlier that same year, the title was fresh in the public’s heads, and the industry background of the area that has directly helped raise and support the families settled there commentate on a reality that is unique to few places.

I find these reasons go to show how site-specific art primarily gains its full impact from the surroundings chosen by the artist. Whether it be from the positions of the art within the landscape, or the context and history of the area, site-specific work can only have its full intended depth when in its chosen location.
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