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Inspired by the forthcoming 800th anniversary in 2019 of Saint Francis of Assis’s meeting with the Sultan Malik al-Kamil (1219), this project commences with an overview of the historical chronicles and narratives which document Francis’ mission to the East from both inside and outside of the Franciscan Order.   It examines the political and religious influences upon him and the events surrounding his subsequent meeting in Damietta with the Sultan, his response to the unexpected encounter,  and  its impact on the Franciscan Order. 

The project reflects on how the event exemplifies the philosophical hermeneutics of Hans Georg Gadamer and his ‘fusion of horizons’ (Truth and Method, 1960),  and how it has inspired Muslim-Christian relations in more recent history, through the work of Louis Massignon, whose writings and personal contacts helped to form the views of those who drafted the historic papal declaration, Nostra Aetate (1965).

It examines how the historic meeting inspires interfaith and intra-faith dialogue in light of the initiative of Vatican II in encouraging Muslim-Christian dialogue and  examines post Vatican II initiatives towards inter-spiritual, and inter-monastic dialogue. 

The project concludes in identifying the need for further research on a new typology emerging out of contemporary society towards inter-religious and intra-religious dialogue in the form of ‘new-monasticism’  which inspires spiritual formation in a multi-religious global community and encourages empathy through inter-spiritual dialogue.  
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