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Use the contemporary definitions of terrorism to critically evaluate (local, national, and global) policing responses to a terrorist incident of your choice.

[bookmark: _Int_6HAlvKyI][bookmark: _Int_yYZFckGQ]Terrorism has become an increasingly serious public safety issue. With individual countries having their own definitions, they have led the public to question: how can we identify what is deemed a terrorist act? When thinking of terrorism, the word ‘fear’ is the most prevalent adjective in people's minds. The groups that usually come to mind when thinking of terrorist organisations are ISIS (Islamic state of Iraq and the Levant), Al-Qaeda (AQ) and the IRA (Irish Republican army) however there are so many more currently in operation across the Globe (Central Intelligence Agency, 2023). It is portrayed by the media that the main aim of terrorist groups is to create mass panic and fear, and radicalise the vulnerable into following their own ideologies, leading these individual groups to believing that they have ultimately accomplished their goal (Thussu, 1997). The attack orchestrated by Al-Qaeda in New York on September 11th, 2001, had a significant impact on public safety, the procedures regarding terrorism, and began the crackdown on aviation security (Blalock et al, 2007). An attack of this magnitude would require intense and thorough responses from all emergency services locally, nationally, and globally. This essay will be critically evaluating the policing responses to the 9/11 attacks in all aspects (local, national, and global) by using the contemporary definitions of terrorism.
There is not a universal definition of terrorism but rather it is defined by country, the US definition being handed out by the FBI covers both international and domestic terrorism. The FBI states that the definition of international terrorism include activities that “involve violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that are a violation of the criminal laws of the United States or of any State, or that would be a criminal violation if committed within the jurisdiction of the United States or of any State” and activities that “appear to be intended; to intimidate or coerce a civilian population; to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or to affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or kidnapping;” whilst domestic terrorism has the same definition but is clearly stated that it is any violent act “occurring primarily within the territorial jurisdiction of the United States” (Federal Bureau of Investigation, no date). The Department of Homeland Security warrants that an act of terrorism is anything that has the potential to harm life or critical infrastructure and key resources within the US (Department of Homeland Security & Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2020). The events of 9/11 are deemed a huge terrorist attack and is often referred to as the largest one in US history with the first responses having been hugely scrutinised and inspected with the second plane being viewed live by millions of people through the news outlets. The leading first responders for the 9/11 attacks, happened to be the New York Fire department as the towers went up in flames and countless firefighters risked their lives to save civilians. Whilst the police and the FBI fled to the scene to communicate with each other about the suspects and how to proceed in the investigations moving forward. The incidents that occurred during this time immediately fall under the US definition of terrorism and supports the ideology of terrorist groups such as, Al-Qaeda in spreading mass panic and fear (Ackerman & Burnham, 2019). 
The attacks that occurred in New York on that day have set an example for law enforcement and led many governing bodies to create and review essential legislation that is still looked at today. Whilst it is not the only terrorist attack that has had an impact on the global population it is widely discussed in terms of understanding the extremes that Al-Qaeda would go to in order to distribute their ideology (Federal Bureau of Investigation, no date). Police were immediately dispatched onto the scene in which they made the decision that aviation style rescues were impossible, but this was not properly communicated between the dispatch callers and the New York Police Department (NYPD) meaning that dispatchers could not give the trapped individuals direct instructions to go higher or lower in the building (Hamilton & Kean, 2004). This caused a number of casualties that could have possibly been avoided through a more thorough way of communication between the dispatchers and the first responders. The lack of communication can be criticised as this would have caused mass panic and fear thus reiterating and supporting the ideological views that Al-Qaeda were hoping to instil in the American public. The operations of the NYPD were crucial on this day for many different reasons with them leading and aiding the fire department. They were in communication with local airports disrupting all incoming flights and incoming Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Police Department were taking part in rescue missions of civilians (Hamilton & Kean, 2004). Whilst the report states the actions of the police departments of New York it does not look at the strategies that should have been in place and used in large terrorist attacks. The immediate aftereffects on American people were heart-breaking in which this horrific event brought people together, many of them took a leave of absence from work in order to help recover bodies from the debris left by the twin towers (Fothergill & Steffan, 2009). 
The local policing responses to the attack can be looked at through the investigations into the group who had committed this crime which was quickly identified as the terrorist organisation of Al-Qaeda. Al- Qaeda is known as an Islamic militant organisation led by ‘jihadists’ in order to unite the Muslim community under a ‘supra national’ Islamic state (Klausen, 2021). The FBI started one of their largest investigations also referred to as PENTTBOM almost immediately and within a few days they were able to identify a number of suspects and the 19 hijackers involved as it was revealed that they made no attempt to conceal documents and evidence of the plans for the attack (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2003). Whilst the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) produced an internal review into their performance’s pre-9/11, in an interview John Helgerson who was responsible for drawing up a report in 2004 of interrogations of terrorist suspects, found that they had not done enough to tackle the issues of terrorism (Spiegel International, 2009). The responses from the us government were rapid, and a number of new legislations were brought in to reduce the amount of fear in the American people and increase the security within each state. Twenty-two years after the attack the US Government brought in the 9/11 Notice act in New York which was dedicated to aid the ‘forgotten victims’ (Kavanagh, 2023). The act entailed that any employers in the Lower Manhattan and Northern Brooklyn areas were to notify their employees who were in the ‘exposure zones’ had the right to sing up for the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund (Kavanagh, 2023). George W. Bush, American president at the time, also introduced the USA Patriot Act on October 26th, 2001. The USA Patriot Act (Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act) was created in order to give the relevant law enforcement forces the tools to intercept and prevent terrorism (Financial crimes, no date) in which it also removed any legal obstacles restricting law enforcement from thoroughly investigating terrorism (U.S. Department of Justice, 2004). The passing of this act allowed and still allows the US to investigate suspected individuals more thoroughly through all means including technology which has led to an increase in more arrests and convictions and incredible advancements in the intelligence gathered on terrorist organisations (U.S. Department of Justice, 2004). However, the act was heavily criticised as American citizens felt as though they were being wrongfully surveyed and uncomfortable as they were being ‘spied on’, they claimed it was against their fourth amendment rights (American Civil Liberties Union, 2017).
The USPA (USA Patriot Act) allowed the authorities such as the FBI more freedom when investigating suspects and allowed them to delve deeper into intelligence surveyance on individuals and flag up any suspicious activity in their personal records whether it be through their banking or mobile phone activity without the need of approval from a judge reducing the amount of time needed to process the different points of interest (U.S. Department of Justice, 2004). Despite the criticism from the US public the act being brought in could be fundamental in the investigation of terrorism and suspected terrorists as it allows a more thorough delve into all the actions of certain individuals (Woods, 2005). The local policing responses were serious and extremely rapid with the crackdown and increase on security and the investigations because of the fear and panic that rippled across the entirety of the US with the twin towers and pentagon being the first major attack on their home soil. There was a major advancement in federal capabilities in order to secure and develop the security structure used (Department of Homeland Security, 2011). In order to comb at the issues raised by the USA Patriot act two SAFE (Security and Freedom Ensured Act) acts were introduced. The SAFE act curtailed some of the powers included in the USPA by introducing the requirement of court reviews and reporting requirements, also contributing to a new definition of the word ‘terrorist’ exempting some groups such as abortion demonstrators (Doyle, 2005). The act now ensures that any federal investigation will need the approval of the court/judge in order to obtain a subpoena (Doyle, 2005). This act could be beneficial to the us citizens as it could rectify the issues that were created with the US Patriot Act in terms of secrecy and any issues that were spread across the country. 
The US government in an attempt to obtain those were deemed ‘enemy combatants’, as President Bush declared the 9/11 attacks a ‘war on terror’, opened the Guantanamo Bay detention camp, and the first detainees were transferred there on the 11th of January 2002 (Amnesty, 2023). The Camp was based in Cuba so that it did not fall under the US or international law thus leading the organisation to do what the pleased with the detainees. The camp was rumoured to give out abusive punishment and was condemned by many different humanitarian organisations, it could be said that this was ineffective as only a small number of detainees at this location were actually put through a fair trial (Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2023). In the days after the attack there were numerous military operations in play looking for any Iraqi involvement in the attacks. Whilst there were not any immediate reactions a few days later on the 15th of September 2001 the US followed by its allies invaded Afghanistan after Sudam Husseins alleged support for terrorism (Office of the Press Secretary, 2003). As the US are a part of the Northern Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) it was declared that the attack in New York were satisfactory to the council according to article 5 which states that “an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all” (NATO, 2023). This would then become the first invocation of article 5 which led to Bush originally announcing that this had become a ‘war on terror’ (The Washington Post, 2001). These articles do not thoroughly describe the effects of the actions taken by the police in working towards creating a world with less terrorism and not allowing these groups to spread their hateful ideology and radicalise those who are deemed vulnerable. 
Whilst it was predominantly the USA who were affected by the attacks the fear and panic rippled across the globe with many countries wondering if they were going to subject to the next series of attacks. This can be seen with attacks carried out later on, many took place throughout Europe. Legislations were brought into place in order to give police more power in the advancement of stopping terrorism in its tracks and gathering more intelligence on these individuals. An example of one of the legislations brought in to give the police more power is on our home soil with the Terrorism Act 2000. The UK has a slightly different definition of terrorism than the US according to the Terrorism Act 2006 it is stated as a violent action that; “Endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action, involves serious violence against a person or causes serious damage to property” (Educate Against Hate, no date). The Terrorism Act 2000 was brought in to provide law enforcement with the resources and abilities to combat terrorism. The act provided the UK government with the resources to officially define terrorism and gave the police more power on the streets to operate things such as stop and search allowing them to stop and search an individual or vehicle without needing reasonable suspicions (Home Office National Statistics, 2023). The UK have faced their own horrific terrorist attacks organised by either lone wolves acting on behalf of an organisation or a group organised attack. 
An example of lone wolf terrorism in the UK was the murder of British soldier Lee Rigby on the 22nd of March 2013. Lee Rigby was attacked by two men who had recently converted to Islam, they targeted Mr. Rigby because he appeared to be wearing a sweatshirt with the charity logo for ‘help the heroes’ (McEnery & McGlashan, 2015). The attackers labelled the attack as “an eye for an eye” declaring that British soldiers were killing Muslims thus indicating that this attack was ideologically led (McEnery & McGlashan, 2015). This was a significant point in history for the idea of terrorism within the UK and introducing the ideological views that these groups try and push onto the public in order to influence others to join their cause. Whilst the UK public would like to believe that terrorism is not a problem within our own society, we have intelligence services in places in order to deal with the policing responses and training the law enforcement agencies in how to deal with these organisations and incidents.
An example of the legislation brought in to aid the UK government in the investigation of terrorism is Section 58 of the Terrorism Act 2000 which states that it is an offence to possess any online information that would be useful to a terrorist/ terrorist organisation, this section has recently been changed so that it is not only downloaded content but streamed content that is included in the offence (UK Gov, 2017). The tightening of the counter terrorism laws came after the incident in Manchester Arena 2017 in which an Ariana Grande concert with thousands of children were subject to a horrific attack of terrorism resulting in the loss of 22 lives (UK Gov, 2017). The incident that occurred in Manchester had an undeniable impact on the UK citizens partially because of the nature of the incident in which children were targeted the most vulnerable people in our society. The change in this legislation will also mean that the maximum sentence served by someone who has been deemed as a terrorist has increased from 10 to 15 years. After the incident in Manchester an inquiry was launched. The conclusions and recommendations of the inquiry suggest that it could have been prevented by law enforcement if the assailant had been under closer investigation and looks at the shortcomings of the Manchester police on the day of the attack (Manchester Arena Inquiry, No date). The policing responses on this day have been heavily criticised by the UK public as there was a delay in response to the scene as well as vital intelligence that could have been avoided if investigated thoroughly beforehand perhaps meaning that the bombing could have been completely avoided in the first place. 
The legislations and actions of the police brought in after these harrowing attacks across the globe are important as it heavily impacts the safety of the public and the trust that citizens have in their own government and law enforcement agencies to provide a safe environment. Terrorism can be hard to completely understand with the varying definitions across the globe making it easy to critically evaluate the legislations as it can be done though comparing with it to the varying definitions. The attacks on 9/11 impacted the US significantly and also had a ripple effect across the globe as it could be deemed the largest terrorist incident to date with the highest number of casualties in one day thus instilling fear and panic into the global population, leaving the constant worry of where and when an incident on this scale will happen again. The ideological views of these groups are constantly being combatted by the local government enforcement agencies with legislations meaning that individuals who are conveying these radicalised ideas online and in public are being surveyed and investigated thoroughly to reduce the chances of an incident occurring. Overall, this essay looks at the different definitions in order to discuss the policing responses and legislation brought in across the globe after the 9/11 attacks. 
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