Reflective response to one of the field trip experiences from the perspective of your chosen discipline.

Please find my assignment on the following page.

[image: ]
image1.png
ST

> ' giar PrpE yuy b
e p w p=ebylpmd hovel ab okt
Disietoe bebarth @ Eyed 2 reve
2ot saerten o ¢ o, drpuy ey
rchspuciand e Fuhd b Wpacli

. ,‘q‘by or ambgatt mnybys ddea

Ao 0r Lo el ar gyl yod
1 p et badid -(,n;;.

3 Py g gouis reid: de pos F
B oy rih ok purufn de b
SR TTm 1D A by mabi
evely i sadrlye e vl st
Picly- depmd yOpivrOEed :a:\:‘

B @ ol grufud dtop D
b ’y‘..“,(phll!iﬂb"

} b m’g‘x& Foafiey yitrir T
é‘.’:)yﬁl.lrffa YUt e Dub

RATA FLORIDA

Named after the Latin translation from the welsh ‘Ystrad
FAlur’, which means the vale of flowers, Strata Florida was
originally founded in 1164 on the banks of the Afon Fflur

river. However, it was moved to its current location in 1184.
Although the monastery was built primary for the
Cistercian monks that occupied it at the time, Lord Rhys ap
Gruffydd would take up patronage for the abbey, circa
1171-1188 CE. From here onwards, Strata Florida would
constantly be important with the creation and belonging of
Welsh culture and history. This poster will provide a small
insight into how Strata Florida has continued to inspire and
influence the creative writing discipline, directly and
indirectly, in the medieval times and even today.
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One of the most important text in Welsh history is the ‘Brut y
Tywysogion/, or the ‘Chronicles of the Princes’ which was thought to
have been written in Strata Florida. The name comes from the Welsh

translation for the lost Latin text, ‘Cronica Principium Wallie’. This text
acted as a calendar of events for the Princes in the medieval times of
Wales. And this edition comes as a historical continuation from
Geoffrey of Monmouth’s ‘Historia Regum Britanniae’ and provides
details of happenings that dated back to 682CE from Robert
Vaughan's ‘Peniarth MS. 20/, the earliest Welsh translation. There
were some entries that are dated earlier, however they lack the detail
and knowledge that later entries would go on to depict. The collection
ends in 1332CE.
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The ‘Brut y Tywysogion’ and its current connections to the modern day Strata Florida
Abbey, are a beautifully perfect way to show that creative writing has allowed for welsh
individuals to connect to the origins of their culture. Although the text itself may not be
perceived as particularly creative, the expression of importance of the events that it
references allow for insight into the thought process of those that came before.

Regarded as one of the, if not the, greatest welsh poets as well as a major figure in European
literature in the Middle Ages, Dafydd ap Gwilym s thought to be buried under a luscious yew
tree at Strata Florida. He was thought to have lived around the 14th century, although the
exact date remains unconfirmed, and born into a noble house. Although the family name is
not tied to any of the professional writing guild of the time, poetry was traditionalised within
the family.Around 150 of his poems have survived; some contained praise for noble patrons
of the Abbey,some religious poems. However, the majority of Dafydd’s poems are about
love and the natural world. These can be seen as symbolisation of Dafydd turning his back on
the church and his personal connection to religion, as well as his yearning for love. Especially,
it seems, physically passion with the maidens who lived by the Abbey.

| believe that Dafydd ap Gwilym is an exact showing of how
creative writing interacts with Strata Florida, in addition to how the
product of said interaction allow for a connection to be made
between time. The monastery, the fields that surrounded it, the
individuals that populated them, all gave Dafydd inspiration that he
would then expression passionately in his poems. These poems, that
have thankfully survived both time and the oppressive nature of the
English Empire, grant welsh people in modern day the ability to
connect with the emotions and experiences of their ancestors. As
some of Dafydd’s poems were about the natural world, the
audience can see the similarities and differences between the
Abbey and the world around it in medieval times and modern day.




