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Assignment title:

Component 2: You are asked to 
design an academic poster outlining 
the details and rationale of your 
planning for component 3 (a written 
assignment reporting on a 
contemporary policy issue in 
education). Relevant documents and 
notes may be included to support 
your ideas.



Submission deadline:

• 2nd November 2026



Task description:
• You are asked to design an academic poster outlining 

your detailed planning and rationale for component 3 
(a written assignment reporting on a contemporary 
policy issue in education). Relevant documents and 
notes may be included to support your ideas.

• Your academic poster will focus on a key area of 
interest (of your choice) in education policy and seek 
to add depth to established arguments/current debate. 
Style, structure and presentation should reflect the 
medium and you will be marked on your ability to 
communicate in a different way, to a potentially 
different audience (than you might for a journal article, 
for example). Posters should engaging and structured 
appropriately. You will need to prioritise key points in 
your planning and thinking and justify their context 
and inclusion. Ideas that you present should be 
supported by relevant reading, including e.g: official 
statements, media treatment, and policy documents.



Component 3:
• Prepare a policy report on a 

contemporary educational issue of your 
choice.



Task 
description: 

component 3

• Prepare a policy report on a contemporary issue in 
education of your choosing.

• Your report should be written for an academic or 
professional audience, taking into account an appropriate 
structure, formal register and written accuracy.

• You will critically evaluate a contemporary issue in 
education, its representation in academic papers, official 
statements, media treatment and your understanding of 
its treatment in an international context, as appropriate. 
You should seek to demonstrate a depth of 
understanding of your chosen area, drawing on a range 
of evidence, and seek to synthesise prominent 
debates/discussion into a series of judgements that are 
rooted in evidence. Your work should build on what we 
know already and seek to move thinking forward, using 
your own interpretation and experience to add weight to 
your core argument(s). Your academic writing and 
presentation are important here and will contribute 
significantly to your overall mark.



Content:

• Detailed planning and rationale for component 3

 - written report on an educational issue

• Look back over the steps taken so far

• Why did you choose issue?

• How did you refine your focus?  – spider diagram

• How did you further refine your focus? – feedback 
from presentation

• What was the key literature that has informed your 
thinking?



What is an 
academic 
poster?
A visual way for communicating 
information



It needs to grab attention 
and convey a message in a 
clear and compelling way 
using a mixture of text and 
graphics. Academic posters 
are academic, this means 
they should be written in a 
formal style and referenced. 
Academic posters are 
designed so others can read 
and understand the 
information quickly.



What to 
include:



Content:

• You will need to make decisions regarding the amount of 
text

• Due to the limited amount of space available, you’ll need 
to carefully control how much information to present, 
providing either a brief overview of your work (a bit like an 
abstract) or a deeper exploration of one particular aspect. 
It’s easy to overestimate how much writing you can fit on 
an academic poster, so try to have a clear idea about 
exactly what it is you want to communicate to your 
audience.

• Refer to the assignment brief: outline ‘the details and 
rationale of your planning for component 3’ 







Consider 
communication 
with visuals



Visuals:

• Posters also allow you to communicate 
information visually, rather than through 
words and you might find it more 
efficient (and easier on the eye) to avoid 
large blocks of text. Think about what 
information could be more easily or 
concisely communicated using images, 
charts and/or diagrams. You can also 
save space by strategically using 
references or links that tell the reader 
where they might find any information 
that you don’t have the space to include.





Structure:
Where and in what order to present your content



Think about where you want the audience’s 
gaze to ‘enter’ and ‘exit’ the page, and in what 
order (if any) you want them to move between 
different sections. Ask yourself:

• How do I want the audience to ‘read’ the 
poster? In columns? From left to right across 
the page? From the bottom up? To jump 
around between different sections?

• How will I guide their eye around the page? 
Using arrows? Different colour backgrounds? 
Boxed off sections? Shapes? Headings?

• How will I show them where to enter and exit 
the page? Images? Signal words? Different 
size or font for my text?







Style: how you choose to 
present your content







Start by writing the 
following:

A 1-2 sentence of the "big idea" 
that you want any audience 
member to grasp from 30 
seconds with you and your 
poster. Example: "the literature 
suggests X but our study found 
the opposite."



Brainstorm:

• What are the key ideas, graphs, 
quotations etc. that you might want to 
use to demonstrate the ‘big idea’.



Draw a rough grid

• Roughly block out where you want each 
section to be on your poster



Typeface:

• One or two fonts

• Sans serif (not comic sans)

• Make it large enough to be easily readable
A starting point if using PP for A3:
Title: 50
Headers: 34
Body text: 14



Further guidance:
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-

kit/assessment/academic-posters/



References:

• Exemplars courtesy of Newcastle University 
@https://www.ncl.ac.uk/
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