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[bookmark: _Toc78880023]Introduction 
Community engagement is one of the socio-economic activities to engage different groups of people which belongs to the different background in a particular event to address any social and environmental issue. Awareness and being concerned about societal and environmental issues are some of the community engagement characteristics which is helpful in improving the community’s sustainability while collaborated with community members and stakeholders. According to Brakman (2020), community engagement can be defined as a process of community’s involvement with mutual trust to address a certain circumstance that negatively affects the wellbeing of the community. Thus, it is the responsibility of the community engagement team to ensure that the knowledge must be properly shared with community members and stakeholders to build self-confidence for them. 
This is a reflection essay that is based on my community engagement project which I have been planned in Task 1. The essay is mainly focused on the comparison between two projects, the one which is organised by me and the other one is Tree-Nation, the UK registered reforestation charity program which is has been working since 2006 to sustain environmental sustainability (The worldwide platform to plant trees., 2021). The reflection essay critically compares and analyse both projects to mapping out the social media engagement, impact analysis and justify the best community engagement practice. In order to critically compare both projects, key differences and similarities have been discussed below: 
[bookmark: _Toc78880024]Key Differences and Similarities 
[bookmark: _Toc78880025]Objective 
The main aim of my project is to make aware the local public by providing reliable and contemporary information about air pollution and action to overcome the impacts. Our mission is to plant 300 trees throughout Newcastle. On the other hand, the main aim of Tree-Nation is to bring a technological solution to address the issue of deforestation and the project is responsible to bring about a 17% change in climate emissions (The worldwide platform to plant trees., 2021). However, the project of Tree-Nation is a huge international project in which different communities of Europe are involved such as Belgium, Spain, Netherland along with the United Kingdom. Whereas my project of reforestation is a small local project which is limited to Newcastle. Although, after achieving potential outcomes, I will plan to expand the project with the help of my community team and members also the stakeholders if they will be interested to contribute to this community engagement event in order to maintain the environmental sustainability.  
[bookmark: _Toc78880026]Social Engagement
In the context of social engagement, Tree-Nation is a non-profit organisation that help citizens and companies in reforestation across the globe. Tree-Nation is working as a multiculturism team in which members belong to different cultural backgrounds however they all are equally motivated by the common objective which is “to protect the world and be the part of collective efforts to prevent environmental change” (The worldwide platform to plant trees., 2021). The charity organisation has their own social websites and Instagram page where all the community members, stakeholders and investors can easily engage with each other.   
Similarly, we also maintain the Facebook and Instagram page so the community members and stakeholders can easily get all the information and updates regarding the operation and success of our project. In this socio-economic activity, we plan to visit the different schools of towns so the students also can contribute to such socio-economic and community engagement events. According to Adhikari et al. (2020), social engagement is such a type of socio-economic activity that is one of the essential aspects of community engagement events. Thus, we plan to create a medium at schools in Newcastle to highlight the importance of planting trees especially considering the negative impacts of disforestation of air pollution. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880027]Community Mapping 
According to Adhikari et al. (2020), community mapping is a visual picture of a community engagement event/project that demonstrates the guidance regarding the process of community engagement. Evans et al., (2018) illustrated that community mapping would be effective for both rural and urban communities. Community mapping is one of the useful ways to engage youth and adults together as they assist the problem, identify possible solutions to overcome the causes, this will guide the community engagement team to bring potential positive community change (Wyngaard et al., 2019). Tree-Nation is an international non-profit organisation that identified organisations are the main cause of environmental pollution therefore they encourage companies to engage in such socio-economic activity. Thus, several international companies such as Unilever, Garnier, P&G, Google, and SAP are large investors to support the project of reforestation (The worldwide platform to plant trees., 2021). Tree-Nation helps companies to add value to their products by transform plants into beautiful e-gifts that is an effective way to increase their sales and add value to their product while contributing to the prevention of planet form air pollution. 
However, as a practitioner, I identified after thorough research that in the United Kingdom, the ratio of air pollution is above the prescribed ratio suggested by the World Health Organisation guiding principle (World Health Organisation, 2020). Due to the small investment, specifically, our approach to Newcastle draws from the review of annual reports of air pollution that helped us create a picture that the local population of the city had a very busy routine that’s why the city is known as an air-polluted city, and legal authorities of the city do not make enough efforts to fight air pollution (Pimpin et al. 2018). As a practitioner, our community engagement event should be well known about the location and the number of trees to be planted, and it is very important to get into the knowledge of everyone who is engaged in this plant.
[bookmark: _Toc78880028]Evaluate Best Practices
Believers of community engagement declare that these types of socio-economic and multiculturism activities improve the wellbeing of communities (Armstrong-Mensah and Ndiaye, 2018). According to the literature review about community engagement, I have been identified the nine best practices to obtain the potential positive outcomes of community engagement events which are discussed below;
[bookmark: _Toc78880029]Agenda
According to Armstrong-Mensah and Ndiaye (2018), to bring environmental change through the community engagement event, it is essential to set the agenda to focus the project. The community engagement team should indicate the new area of collaboration to get more funding that is required to make community engagement events accessible. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880030]Design and Delivery 
To obtain potential outcomes, it is essential to enhance the information about a certain issue in order to design interventions, deliver tools, communication, analysis, and dissemination (Brinton et al., 2017). Crandall, (2019) describes that analysing the cause of previous unacknowledged events and identify the new interventions through the community’s knowledge of local and international community engagement will be helpful to bring potential climate change. Through the social engagement of local and international participation, the process of community engagement can efficiently run by identifying new sources of information (Armstrong-Mensah and Ndiaye, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc78880031]Implementation Change
In order to make environmental improvements, implement change by using research findings such as past professional activities, new and improved policies, alteration, or improved services. Besides, changing the capacity of the community engagement team to maintain a good connection with participants (Martinez et al., 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc78880032]Ethics 
Community engagement events or projects provide opportunities to encourage harmony among different communities’ thus it is essential to identify the ethical drawbacks and develop strategies to resolve ethical problems when they occur (Martinez et al., 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc78880033]Community Involvement
According to Adhikari et al. (2020), Community engagement is a socio-economic activity as it influences stakeholders and other community members who belong to different cultural backgrounds in order to contribute to community engagement events that mainly benefit community members while driving environmental change. This social engagement fosters goodwill and supports the foundation for succeeding collaborations. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880034]Academic Partners
According to Balls et al. (2017) academic partners have a theoretical understanding of certain issues and are capable to understand their role and responsibilities to add value in the community engagement project, which also results in direct career benefits. Furthermore, they have a new vision into the significance of the ongoing event that will increase the opportunities to demonstrate the outcomes and application (Jackson et al., 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc78880035]Community Organisations 
[bookmark: _Hlk78878281]Participation of organisations in such socio-economic activity would be resulted to obtain high profile community along with a wider range of linkages with other local and international entities. Correspondingly, these organisations foster goodwill and support to lay the foundation for succeeding collaborations (Jackson et al., 2018). 
[bookmark: _Toc78880036]Participant’s Research
Jackson et al., (2018) suggested that the community engagement team should improve the way of study to train community members so the participants can enthusiastically contribute and bring benefits to the project. By enhancing and encouraging participants, it allows policymakers to make more informed and effective decisions by coordinating with the team and wisely mapping out the local community’s needs on societal issues that have a significant impact on them (Hoddinott et al., 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc78880037]The local public 
According to Balls et al. (2017), involve the general public in the community engagement event and inform the causes of the issue, so they can contribute meaningfully in socio-economic activities, and develop functional skills and competencies that enable them to actively participate. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880038]Justifying Best Practice 
After studying several community engagements practices, it has been justified that academic partnership community engagement practice would be appropriate for my community engagement event. As a practitioner of a community engagement event, the academic partnership helps me to consider both my educational and local resources also it will increase my capacity among collaborators. Including me and my other team members, we have a theoretical understanding of environmental issues and we are capable to understand our role and responsibilities to add value in the community engagement project, also it will result in a direct benefit to our career. Developing a team through the academic partners will contribute to youth development as it empowers youth to loud their voices with their communities. Furthermore, academic partners have a new vision into the significance of the ongoing event that will increase the opportunities to demonstrate the outcomes and application (Balls et al., 2017). In this way, academic partnership in community engagement events improves the self-confidence and self-esteem of youth. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880039]Articulation of Learning 
After an in-depth analysis community engagement event along with the comparison of both projects, the one which is organised by me and the other one is Tree-Nation, the UK registered reforestation charity program which is has been working since 2006 to sustain environmental sustainability (The worldwide platform to plant trees., 2021). This comparison enhances my understanding and I learnt several other techniques to identify the cause of environmental issues such as organisations are the main cause of environmental pollution therefore, they encourage companies to engage in such socio-economic activity. As it is a huge community engagement project based on a multiculturism team in which members belong to different cultural backgrounds however they all are equally motivated by the common objective which is “to protect the world and be the part of collective efforts to prevent environmental change”. From this, I have learned that as a practitioner that how can I engage all the community members to actively participate in such socio-economic activity. 
Moreover, after conducting thorough research on several community engagement practices, I am able to follow one of the best practices that will be appropriate for our community engagement team which is an academic partnership in order to effective implementation of a community engagement event. Although, as a practitioner of a community engagement event, the academic partnership helps me to consider both my educational and local resources also it will increase my capacity among collaborators. Hence, it will result in direct benefits to my career. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880040]Conclusion 
This reflection essay is mainly based on the comparison of two projects, the one which is organised by me and the other one is Tree-Nation, the UK registered reforestation charity program. Tree-Nation is an international is a huge international project in which different communities of Europe involved such as Belgium, Spain, Netherland along with the United Kingdom. Whereas my project of reforestation is a small local project which is limited to Newcastle. Furthermore, the has critically analysed several community engagements practices to justify the best practices which are best suitable for my project. It has been concluded that academic partnership community engagement practice would be appropriate for my community engagement event. As a practitioner of a community engagement event, the academic partnership helps me to consider both my educational and local resources also it will increase my capacity among collaborators. 
[bookmark: _Toc78880041]
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