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Discuss the importance and effectiveness of developing Assessment for Learning throughout the primary school, including critical analysis of personal implementation of one AFL strategy from Professional Teaching Experience.
There are many different types of Assessment for learning strategies, the main classroom assessment methods are divided into three different types, and these include assessment for learning, assessment of learning and assessment as learning. Assessment of learning is the old style of learning as it is through the use of summative assessments, whereas assessment for learning is the new style of learning strategies to enable the children to improve their learning as it goes along, this is done through the use of formative assessment. (Assessment , 2018) Affirms this as it includes information regarding the different types of AFL. 
Assessment for learning is (Council for the Curriculum, 2018) the process of gathering, recording, interpreting and reporting information and data and an individual’s attainment and achievement  in developing knowledge, skills and attitudes. The difference between attainment and achievement is that attainment is the standardised outer level expectation from a child for example when a child leaves school they should be working at a level 5 standard. Achievement is personal to the child for example they may have only developed one level but the child may feel as though they have developed one hundred levels, this has a large effect on a child’s confidence and self-esteem levels. A humanist would believe that this is the most important aspect within a child’s learning. For example (Abraham Maslow, 1970) indicated that ‘the need for respect or reputation is most important for children and adolescents and precedes real self-esteem or dignity’. Maslow believed that a child’s self-esteem was more important than an individual’s attainment as it will boost the child’s self-esteem and confidence levels. However an article by (Rutledge, 2017) stated that ‘none of these needs, starting with basic survival on up, are possible without social connection and collaboration.’ This implies that Maslow did not take the social connections into consideration, therefor Rutledge pointed out throughout the article that Maslow may have missed the whole aspect of social connections throughout early childhood.
Assessment for Learning can be used in many different situations, these include giving a child feedback, managing classroom behaviour and also ensuring that all children are given equal opportunities in a lesson, it is important to ensure that all children have their individual needs met during this process. It is important that all children have the tools and equipment in order for the individuals to learn and progress further in their learning. 
Assessment is a critical stage of a young person’s learning process. Assessment determines whether or not the learning intentions from each lesson have been met within the school sector. Assessment is in place in order to help children learn, when children are able to see how their development in class is, the children are able to determine whether or not they understand what is expected of them, this can motivate the students if they are doing poorly as they may begin to work harder, but this may also work the other way as the child may  think that as they are underachieving then they may give up trying to improve, for example if a child has misunderstood their work and tried extremely hard, then got a low mark or grade they may stop trying and give up on their ‘can do’ attitude. (Black & Williams, 1998) Stated that ‘opportunities for pupils to express their understanding should be designed into any piece of teaching, for this will initiate the interaction whereby formative assessment aids learning’ this implies that the children should always be involved in their learning, children should always have the opportunity to ask questions and also express what they have learnt during the lesson or any further knowledge that they might already know should be accepted into the lesson. 
Children learn through many different concepts, one of the best ways to get a child to learn is by using a hook, this hook can be anything to do with the new up to date toy or game, anything that will get a child to pay attention. It is important to keep the children’s attention in order got information to be processed through a child’s brain and understood. (J,B Watson, 1958) once stated that ‘there will be a drop off as of 10 minutes of memory’ this implies that it is important to use repetition in order for a child or young person to remember what has been sais throughout the lesson. Through the use of repetition practitioner could bring in different AFL strategies, these are in place in class rooms to ensure that all learners have an equal chance in answering questions and also to ensure that all children are listening to what is being taught. It is important to take the children’s individual needs and attention spans into account as the children need time to process and understand information bring given to them or the questions that are being asked. When a lesson is being taught, all of the information that is gathered from that taught session is held in the individuals short term memory for ten minutes, if the learners brain believes that the information is relevant, the brain will begin to process the information in order to take that information form the short term memory through to the individual learns long term memory. In order for this information to be remembered and kept within the individual’s long term memory, it is essential that the material is reused and recalled to keep it in the learners head. The use of feedback to the individuals is essential in order for the individual to have closure in order for the child to know how to improve their performance and their work.
There are different areas of AFL, these include sharing criteria with learners, quality of question/talk, use and quality of feedback, and also peer and self-evaluation. There are a multiple of different benefits regarding AFL, many of them revolve around each individual learner which is the heart of education, within the new curriculum ‘successful futures’  (Donaldson, 2018) had stated that not one topic is going to be ‘more important’ than another, this is important so that children get the opportunity to express themselves using different methods, as of the current generation and school policies, they have based their learning around the concept that maths and English are the most important subjects within the school. The benefit of the strategy regarding snowballing revolves around quality of questions and quality of talk, this has many benefits and can be used throughout the lesson, it keeps the children interested as they want to find out the answer, through the use of questioning the general practitioner can understand whether what they are teaching is understood from the pupils point of view, you can usually tell if the pupils are engaged within their learning as they may ask questions to stay engaged. According to (Sadler, 2013) it is important that ‘the children know the same level of knowledge as the teacher‘. This ensures that the teacher s doing a good job and everything that a teacher tells the children is there because the child needs to know it at some point in their life. Some of the disadvantages can involve the children’s self-esteem as you are randomly picking the children via the use of the strategy ‘snowballing’ once you put a child on the spot they may panic and not know what to say, it’s always best to ask the children if they are comfortable with taking part as their comfort and well-being is paramount. 
On placement I implemented a strategy in the use of improve the assessment for learning within the classroom. The strategy implemented was snowballing, this is where you ask one singular question and then get the children to answer the question via picking the children at random, when the children are answering the question, the practitioner keeps a ‘poker face’ in order to get a multiple of different answers, through the use of the ‘poker face’ the children will then not know what the correct answer is until you have finished picking children. Some of the benefits of this strategy involve the facts that all of the questions that you ask the children are mainly open questions which can have many different answers, and also it gives all children an opportunity to answer the question that has been asked. This was chosen from the questioning strand within assessment for learning, in the setting they already had many AFL strategies around feedback and sharing the success criteria, I found that once I started using the questioning strategy the children found it quite fun as they thought it was more of a game rather than assessing their learning. Throughout the lessons that used snowballing there was a few issues such as children either not willing to participate because they didn’t understand the question and also some of the children were very shy and they didn’t want to participate as they didn’t like speaking in front of the class. (Holt, 1964) Suggests that ‘success implies over coming an obstacle’ this would support fact that most of the children were successful throughout their learning as they interacted and engaged. As not all of the children participated in this strategy I would say it was unsuccessful within the year 3/4 class. Although many of the children thoroughly enjoyed the use of snow balling, about two children didn’t want to participate. As the weeks went on I tried to adjust the use of ‘snowballing’ to ensure that all of the children would feel comfortable through the use of the questioning strategy, I had developed prompt cards on the table for the children which had different key words on them which had some of the answers that would be asked in the questions, as the class was very patient, this was attempted and the children who were nervous about speaking in front of the class, were explained to about the changes that had been made within the strategy. This was then trailed in the class room again and the children were doing very well and when it came to the two children who were uncomfortable with speaking in front of the class they tried to use the prompt cards that were on their table but they still didn’t feel comfortable answering the questions in front of the whole class.
To differentiate this strategy throughout the school years, the practitioner could differentiate the timings for example the children in foundation phase could possibly be in teams and have approximately 15 minutes to answer the question and if they get stuck they can ask a friend, which might have helped in the year 3/4 class with the children who struggled to speak in front of the class and they could have notes to prompt the children on what to include and what they could say. The children in the higher phase in key stage 2 could have a shorter amount of time with no help unless they are really struggling. This is a good strategy to use to get a lot of children’s different opinions, although not all children will feel comfortable speaking or saying their opinion in front of the class, it is important to gain their trust and ensure them that the space that they are in is safe and they can express themselves in an appropriate way. (Black & Williams, 1998) Implies that the speech between teachers and an individual pupil should be ‘thoughtful and effective’ this helps to move children forward within their learning. 
In conclusion some of the recommendations for this strategy would be to ensure that the class know that the space they are in is safe and to reassure them that no one is going to make fun of them if they got the answer wrong if there were to be a wrong answer as many people will have different opportunities to answer different questions. This strategy is very cost effective as there isn’t much that would need to be bought in order for the strategy to go well, also if some individuals didn’t want to answer in front of the whole class instead of picking children at random you could use a device in order to pick the children’s name but just remove the children who are uncomfortable with talking in front of the class. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]

Bibliography
Assessment . (2018, Decemeber 1st). Retrieved from Learn berta: http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mewa/html/assessment/types.html
Black, P., & Williams, D. (1998). Inside the black box . London: GL Assessment .
Council for the Curriculum, E. a. (2018, December 13). Formative Assessment and Assessment for Learning. Retrieved from Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment: http://ccea.org.uk/curriculum/assess_progress/types_assessment/formative/assessment_learning
Donaldson, G. (2018, December 5th). Successful Futures . Retrieved from Gov.Wales: https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/succesful-futures-a-summary-of-professor-graham-donaldsons-report.pdf
Holt, J. (1964). How Children Fail. USA: Penguin Books .
Leech, S. R. (2003). Managing Children's Behaviour . Oxford : Heinemann.
McLaud, S. (2018, December 3rd). Maslow's higher Archie of needs . Retrieved from Simply psychology : https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html
Rutledge, P. B. (2017). Social Networks: What Maslow Misses . Psychology today , 1.
Sadler, D. R. (2013). Opening up Feedback. Oxon: Routledge.
Study.com. (2018, December 2). Retrieved from https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-importance-of-assessment-in-education.html


