Formative Exercise: Identifying Different Types of Primary Sources

1. Harriett Webster, The Annals of Dunstable Priory

Types of primary sources – Medieval chronicles/ecclesiastical historical writing
Annales Prioratus de Dunstaplia, in Annales monastici, III: Annales prioratus de Dunstaplia (A.D. 1-1297) ; Annales monasterii de Bermundeseia (A.D. 1042-1432), ed. by. Henry Richards Luard, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 36 (London: Longman, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1866), pp. 3-408
The Annals of Dunstable Priory, ed. by Harriett R. Webster and trans. by David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2018))
Gesta abbatum monasterii Sancti Albani, ed. by James G. Clark and trans. by David Preest (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2019)
Radulfi de Diceto decani Lundoniensis opera historica, ed. by William Stubbs, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 68, 2 vols (London: Longman, 1876)
Thomas Burton, Chronica monasterii de Melsa, a fundatione usque ad annum 1396, ed. by Edward A. Bond, Rerum Britannicarum medii aevi scriptores, 43, 3 vols (London: Longman, Green, Reader and Dyer, 1866-68)

Archives and Manuscripts
London, British Library, Cotton MS Tiberius A X.

Additional possible primary sources:
The National Archives [Speculative]
The British Library – Harley MS 1885, Cartulary of Dunstable Priory (a collection of documents containing copies of charters)

Online sources
Discovery – The National Archives Catalogue
National Library of Wales Archives and Manuscripts [Speculative]
British History Online [Speculative]

2. Janet Burton, Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida
Types of primary sources:
Petitions to the Crown and other authorities – Ancient Petitions (SC 8 series)
The National Archives (TNA), Kew:
TNA, SC 8/82/4057
TNA, SC 8/4/165
TNA, SC 8/34/1681
TNA, SC 8/336/15874
TNA, SC 8/874334,4335,4336 

Royal administrative records – Close Rolls 
Calendar of Close Rolls, 1251-1253, p. 398
Archive: The National Archives, Kew, series C 54 series

Royal administrative records – Calendar of Patent Rolls
Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1292-1301, p. 499 (London, 1895)
Archive: The National Archives, Kew, series C 66 
Also available online at: https://archive.org/details/calendarpatentr09offigoog/page/n16/mode/2up

Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1377-81
Archive: The National Archives, Kew, series C 66

Royal charters – grants and confirmations of rights and privileges
Calendar of Charter Rolls Preserved in the Public Record Office, 6 vols. (London, 1903–1927), 1327–41.
Archive: The National Archives, Kew, C 53 series (Charter Rolles)



Ecclesiastical legal records – significations of excommunication
The National Archives, Kew, C 85/167/122 (1338)
Online resource: The National Archives, Discovery catalogue

Ecclesiastical administrative and legislative records – statutes and decisions of the Cistercian General Chapter
Statuta Capitulorum Generalium Ordinis Cisterciensis ab anno 1116 ad annum 1786, ed. by J.M. Canivez, 8 vols. (Louvain, 1933–41))

Episcopal register – ecclesiastical administrative records
Registrum Johannis de Trillek, ed. J.H. Parry (1912)

Brut y Tywysogion – medieval Welsh chronicle, edited by Thomas Jones
Aberystwyth, National Library of Wales, Peniarth MS 20
Online source: National Library of Wales, digital exhibition, Chronicle of the Princes (accessed 14 October 2026)

Medieval administrative register
The Register of the Black Prince Preserved in the Public Record Office, 4 vols (London, 1930–33)
Archive: The National Archives Kew, E 36/144
TNA E 36/144

Royal administrative and legal records – inquisitions post mortem
Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, vol. V (London, 1908)
Archive: The National Archives, Kew 


Archives
The National Archives
The British Library
National Library of Wales Archives and Manuscripts [Speculative]
British History Online [Speculative]

Online sources
Monastic Wales, online database of religious houses of Medieval Wales, https://www.monasticwales.org (accessed 14 October 2026)
Discovery – The National Archives Catalogue
National Library of Wales Archives and Manuscripts [Speculative]
British History Online [Speculative]
Mapping the Medieval Countryside, https://inquisitionspostmortem.ac.uk/ (accessed 14 October 2026) [speculative]

