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Introduction 
According to (protectuk, 2023) evidence-based policing is using the best available evidence then utilising it to challenge policing policies, practices and decisions. Evidently, there are many different strategies that have been implemented within the police force to tackle different crimes in different areas, an example of this is the use of hot spot to find where the crimes are more likely to happen. Additionally, problem orientated policing is an evidence-based policing strategy that supports problems police may encounter in communities. It involves identifying a problem, trying to understand the situation and how to police the issue by developing a specific tailored response to the situation and then assessing the outcome of the strategy and how it has affected the problem, such as, has it reduced or has it inclined. It also follows the same principles as the SARA model, and they are very similar tailored responses (collage of policing, 2020). Furthermore, pop is a proactive strategy developed by Herman Goldstien who had argued that reactive policing was not ineffective as he believed, he states that they focused on the arrests and response times rather than reducing crimes and community safety, developing a proactive response, identifying the root causes of the crimes and how to police them (Cambell systematic reviews,2020). 



Main body 
Following on, there are many reasons why statistics are used to benefit the police force and support the effectiveness of services provided. This is done by supporting the delivery and effectiveness of how police and their partner's tackle crime. Another reason why statistics are used to develop different strategies that are used within the force and communities are the different crimes that are happening within the communities. The two main sources of recorded statistics are the national crime statistics that are police recorded crime and the crime survey for England and Wales, the differences between these are police recorded crimes are the crimes that have been reported by the police and the crime survey of England and Wales is a face to face interview with victims and residents that are asked about their experience and their attitudes toward the crimes that take place within neighbourhoods  (statistics authority, 2013). Metropolitan Police Service in London recorded a total of 881,441 crimes in 2023/2024. Whereas Crime Survey for England and Wales recorded 5.8 million incidents of crime experienced by adults in England and Wales in 2024. In 2014, the government removed the national statistics accreditation for police recorded crime statistics as they had found evidence that the quality and consistency of the underlying data may have not been reliable. Therefore, how can the police make different strategies if the statistics are not correct?  To add to this, how can they produce suitable strategies to benefit communities if they don't know what the real problem is? and how can the public trust the police and the statistics provided by them?  However, since 2014 there has been a positive shift in the culture around crime recording in the police force and since then, they have taken it very seriously, resulting in the police becoming more committed to making sure it is more accurate, that they have met the national standards of crime recording, and providing regular training and guidance for police officers, ensuring that they are aware of how to provide the accurate evidence when crime recording.  (office for statistics regulation,2025). POP can also be supported with different theory's, such as Broken windows theory. This suggests that if a building is  derelict or is  run down, it is more likely to invite criminal behaviour such as antisocial behaviour, this is because if a building looks like it has not been cared for in a while they can use the opportunity to use it, abandon it by causing destruction and not get caught (simply psychology, 2024). In addition, POP helps with this as if they can see there is a problem of a derelict building with reports of antisocial behaviour, they can place more patrol officers in the area to help deal with crime happening within the buildings and the community. They could also add more streetlights, as if there were more streets light, it’d would be easier to identify the culprit. This can also be helped with schemes like the neighbourhood watch program as it is about community's getting together with their neighbours to help reduce crime by taking action, they are community-based schemes that are run by their members, and they work to develop close relationships with the police force in order to help tackle crime and help reduce crimes within communities ( Metropolitain police, 2015). This helps with POP because if they can identify the problem by the information given to the police based off what is happening in the neighbourhood watch schemes, they are gaining more knowledge about what crimes are happening in certain areas and if they are happening at certain times within the day which will give the police some of the data that they require. However, this can also have a negative effect because if the crimes are happening in certain areas and the police are patrolling in the area too often, or having  too many police officers present in the community, it could feel like they are being targeted, resulting in the community loosing trust with the police and refuse to cooperate with the police within them certain communities. Therefore, if crimes were happening in them certain areas such as a community with more ethnic minority, they may not report crimes to not have the police in the area. So, how can police strategies work if they have not got the right data due to underreporting crimes? Consequently, how can police do their jobs by making sure that communities are safe if they are not reporting the crimes that are happening? On the other hand, POP is an extensively researched policing strategy and has been found to have a reduction in offending. Therefore, a reduction in crime in areas and neighbourhoods can prove that strategies such as POP can work to reduce crime and consistent application of problem-solving approaches in policing may benefit forces to reduce their demand. However, despite the evidence indicating the effectiveness, the understanding and the attitude towards problem solving, implementing problem solving in a comprehensive and sustained way in police forces across England and Wales is still a considerable challenge (college of policing, 2021). 




Conclusion 
In conclusion, problem-orientated policing scheme is proven to benefit the police and the communities they serve, as it includes hot spot policing. This makes it easier to find where and what crimes are happening and helps to reduce chances of the crimes by creating strategies that can help police the areas. By creating strategies such as POP, it helps to reduce crimes and ensures public safety by analysing what specific crimes are happening in certain areas and policing them areas. However, it can also affect communities by over policing and problems with the reporting of crimes such as underreporting from the public and making sure that the police are recording crimes correctly, but these can be improved by regular inspections on the police to make sure they are reporting correctly and attend regular training days to make sure that new staff and older staff know what they are doing and how to do it. This will also improve their awareness of how high the crime rates are in certain areas in the community, allowing them to be able to create strategies to prevent these issues.  
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