“We Shall Fight on The Beaches”
On the 4th of June 1940, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill made the second of three impassioned speeches to rouse and rally the British people to the storm enveloping Europe. It was regarded as not only one of the greatest oratorical moments in Churchill’s life but one of the finest and most enduring speeches in British history. This essay will look at the original transcript spoken in the House of Commons, the surrounding events and the legacy left on the British psych that to this day still raises strong emotions of national pride. Churchill’s speech is a work of rhetoric, addressing others with the intention of getting them to think, to feel, to believe or to act in agreement with the speaker’s cause. as Heidi Puputti said 
The purpose of Churchill’s June 4th speech was to report on the Dunkirk 		Deliverance, to rally and reassure his nation, and to convince the world – the 		United States in particular – that Britain was determined to continue the war 	until Germany was defeated.[footnoteRef:23921] [23921:  Puputti, Heidi - A Rhetorical analysis of Winston Churchill’s speech: We Shall Fight on the Beaches, 2019, http://jultika.oulu.fi/files/nbnfioulu-201909182881.pdf] 

Background
[bookmark: _Int_f0h9bKSZ][bookmark: _Int_gqQC3jcy][bookmark: _Int_vEnmczpU]The Battle of France began on the 10th of May 1940 and by June 1940 was all but over. The German Wehrmacht had launched a surprise attack through the Ardennes, previously thought to be impassable to heavy equipment and tanks in a direct thrust to the English Channel. Traversing the static Maginot line that was the linchpin of fortress France’s defensive strategy and cutting off the bulk of the Allied Forces that were now trapped.  The Allies had moved into Northern France and the low countries in preparation for a suspected German assault through the Netherlands and Belgium. Within weeks the Wehrmacht had reached the English Channel and had trapped over 400,000 Allied troops in an ever-decreasing pocket around Dunkirk. The situation was looking dire for the Allied Forces trapped in the pocket as the perimeter was squeezed and the noose tightening. When Hitler gave the order for Germany’s Panzer divisions to halt their advance Winston Churchill and the British Government took advantage of the pause to launch ‘Operation Dynamo’ on the 26th of May. A daring attempt to rescue the trapped Allied troops from the beaches surrounding Dunkirk was launched by the Royal Navy and a flotilla of ‘Little Boats’ which came under constant aerial bombardment from the Luftwaffe.
[bookmark: _Int_Sr4jmSlF]The operation succeeded and surpassed all expectations and by 4th June over 338,000 Allied troops were rescued from mainland France. The bulk of the British Expeditionary Force and over 100,000 French troops were evacuated successfully but without much of their heavy equipment or tanks. The operation was successful in retrieving an Army to help with the defence of Britain for the coming storm and the continuation of the fight against Nazi Germany. On the 4th of June 1940 after Operation Dynamo was completed Winston Churchill delivered the second of three impassioned speeches that helped to check the mood of the nation and make an appeal to the US for assistance. As Winston Churchill said ‘Wars are not won by evacuations’ - his words prepared the nation for the long road ahead and not only raised the spirits of the people but rallied nations to her cause.
[image: ][footnoteRef:7012][image: ][footnoteRef:22732] [7012:  https://www.historyextra.com/period/second-world-war/dunkirk-facts-history-east-mole-hitler-halt-order-douglas-jardine/ Accessed 2022]  [22732:  Bryan de Grineau https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/miracles-and-myths-the-dunkirk-evacuation-part-1-where-was-the-raf/ Accessed November 26th 2022] 


We Shall Fight on the Beaches – Setting the Scene
[bookmark: _Int_gSCSgX5v][bookmark: _Int_4czfNFPz]Churchill’s speech to the House of Commons starts by underlining the scale and gravity of the situation now facing Britain and its Allies. His opening monologue helped to put into focus the preluding events that had brought Britain to this current point. With the fall of Sedan and the Wehrmacht having successfully crossed the natural barrier of the Meuse early in the ‘Battle for France’, the Allies were on the back foot and the initiative swung in the Germans’ favour. 'The German eruption swept like a sharp scythe around the right and rear of the Armies of the north.[footnoteRef:5243]', 'This armoured and mechanized onslaught'[footnoteRef:6891], ‘The enemy attacked on all sides with great strength and fierceness’[footnoteRef:3776] [5243:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)]  [6891:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)]  [3776:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

Churchill is telling the Commons and the nation of the sheer scale of the threat now faced and how the Allies were caught off guard by the Wehrmacht, even though they were seemingly well prepared, manned and equipped. He sets a scene of hopelessness at the odds now stacked against Great Britain.
Whilst praising the efforts of the Allied Forces for their bravery in the face of overwhelming odds, especially from the air, Churchill was keen to stress the fatal events which led to the Allies to be surrounded at Dunkirk,
[bookmark: _Int_mwSvpom0]But another blow which might well have proved final was yet to fall upon us. The 	King of the Belgians had called upon us to come to his aid. Had not this Ruler and 	 his government severed themselves from the Allies, who rescued their country 	from extinction in the late war, and had they not sought refuge in what was 		proved to be a fatal neutrality, the French and British Armies might well at the 	outset have saved not only Belgium but perhaps even Poland.[footnoteRef:5096] [5096:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

He and his brave, efficient Army, nearly half a million strong, guarded our left 	flank and thus kept open our only line of retreat to the sea. Suddenly, without 	prior consultation, with the least possible notice, without the advice of his 		Ministers and upon his own personal act, he sent a plenipotentiary to the German 	Command, surrendered his Army, and exposed our whole flank and means of 		retreat.[footnoteRef:240] [240:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

The Belgian army surrendered to the German Command with short notice, which surprised the British, who then had to cover large areas to protect the flank of the British Expeditionary Forces. Churchill again tells the Commons about a series of events that led to the evacuation from Dunkirk by placing factors outside of his control which were partially responsible for the defeat of the BEF and subsequent evacuation.
[image: ][footnoteRef:17366] [17366:  https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1940-the-finest-hour/we-shall-fight-on-the-beaches/ Accessed 22nd November 2022] 

The Struggle
After setting the scene and set of events that had brought the country to this dire situation, Churchill spoke of the brave efforts of the Allied Navy, Airforce and Ground forces who were pitted against a powerful, numerous and motivated enemy force. As mentioned previously, the size of the Luftwaffe far outnumbered the Allied aircraft, and its full force was thrown against Dunkirk and the evacuation convoys ferrying the men back to English shores.
The enemy attacked on all sides with great strength and fierceness, and their 	main power, the power of their far more numerous Air Force, was thrown into 	the battle or else concentrated upon Dunkirk and the beaches.[footnoteRef:26924] [26924:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

Churchill mentions the remaining pier in Dunkirk which stayed open and operational right up until German ground forces were in sight of the English Channel.
[bookmark: _Int_lUL0Tm5I]Waves of hostile aircraft, sometimes more than a hundred strong in one 		formation, to cast their bombs upon the single pier that remained.
[bookmark: _Int_cGwqz7bt]Churchill spoke to the House and the nation of the desperate situation they faced and even in retreat the Allies were fighting and providing the evacuation precious hours with which to continue ferrying men across the Channel to safety. 
[bookmark: _Int_e85U6uuB][bookmark: _Int_V6ly9pCL][bookmark: _Int_l9CF0mDE][bookmark: _Int_bKbRiat3][bookmark: _Int_9ENaPpmN][bookmark: _Int_H7a9BtyE][bookmark: _Int_L0fyD8dU]While the U-boats and surface raiders of the Kriegsmarine harassed the convoys, the Luftwaffe harried the troops on the beaches and scoured the channel for targets.  The Allies did have some fortune when the Wehrmacht high command ordered a halt to the advancing Panzer and Infantry divisions surrounding the pocket. This fortuitous event enabled the Allies to evacuate far more men than they were expecting and provided Britain with a standing army to contest any future invasion plans of the British Isles. When the German High Command realised that the Luftwaffe had failed to stop the evacuation with ariel bombing, the Panzers were now called into action to continue their push to the coast. The Allies fought on under all these pressures and conditions - with little or no rest for the entire operational duration these brave men endured.  Churchill marks out clearly that the sacrifices of Allied Forces as the sole reason for Operation Dynamo’s success above all expectations. ‘The numbers they have brought back are the measure of their devotion and their courage.’[footnoteRef:5000] [5000:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

[bookmark: _Int_996UzoFp][bookmark: _Int_DIXH3QlP][bookmark: _Int_z6BtrucA]Churchill praised the efforts and sacrifices of all three services - the Navy, Army and the RAF.  During his speech he specifically came to the defence of the RAF by making an impassioned and supportive monologue who had been criticised by the men on the beaches for not being a visual presence over their heads. 
[bookmark: _Int_OU1nscU2]Many of our soldiers coming back have not seen the Air Force at work; they saw 	only the bombers which escaped its protective attack. They underrate its 		achievements.[footnoteRef:28501] [28501:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

[bookmark: _Int_B1SpflVW][bookmark: _Int_V7VGl7YV][bookmark: _Int_BNqaxwDi][bookmark: _Int_UoBdH1i3][bookmark: _Int_RjoL2NFA][bookmark: _Int_rP1RRjDB]Churchill continues to defend the RAF and the importance of their role in the evacuation. His words are not only uniting the British people but the British Armed Forces. Rallying them to the single cause of defending the British Isles from the inevitable storm coming from central Europe. Churchill’s use of past British/English icons to bring back the memories of gallantry and the sacrifices that the island’s forefathers undertook to secure and defend from all threats. 
The Knights of the Round Table, the Crusaders, all fall back into the past-not only distant but prosaic; these young men, going forth every morn to guard their native land and all that we stand for, holding in their hands these instruments of colossal and shattering power, of whom it may be said that:
 Every morn brought forth a noble chance.
And every chance brought forth a noble knight,
deserve our gratitude, as do all the brave men who, in so many ways and on so many occasions, are ready, and continue ready to give life and all for their native land.[footnoteRef:3558] [3558:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

As Puputti suggests Churchill may have chosen this passage as, ‘The passage appeals to the British audience’s feelings of patriotism. Churchill states that the soldiers deserve the nation’s gratitude, as they risk their “life and all” for their country.’[footnoteRef:1646] [1646:  Puputti, Heidi - A Rhetorical analysis of Winston Churchill’s speech: We Shall Fight on the Beaches, 2019, http://jultika.oulu.fi/files/nbnfioulu-201909182881.pdf] 

[bookmark: _Int_oLtYUpXT][bookmark: _Int_C5a68JPA][bookmark: _Int_lmpaoxSV][bookmark: _Int_MSaq3h9K]Churchill’s words help to stir the imaginations of the people to remember the victories of the past, the Crusades to capture Jerusalem and return it to Christendom. The mental images of Templar Knights which carry the sign of St George crusading in faraway lands prepares the British people for the long journey ahead.

[image: ][footnoteRef:17670] [17670:  By London Regalia, https://londonregalia.co.uk/2021/11/30/history-of-the-knights-templar/ Accessed 25th November 2022] 


Taking the Fight to Hitler
[bookmark: _Int_m9rl0M3u][bookmark: _Int_ZkQwRg2e]The last part of Churchill’s speech will be recognisable to most but the build-up to his famous and immortalised words were just as important to many at the time. Churchill wants to take the fight to Hitler, to not only continue the struggle but to go on the offensive to do what is necessary to defeat the German military. ‘We shall not be content with a defensive war,’ [footnoteRef:9996]and ‘Largest possible potential of offensive effort,’ [footnoteRef:18381]tells the people we will not be happy with a purely defensive war. [9996:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)]  [18381:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

[bookmark: _Int_DhiV5EYk][bookmark: _Int_BFK3hbdc][bookmark: _Int_OgScgZJJ][bookmark: _Int_UGt7uBB7]Churchill speaks about the defeats other European nations have suffered and the oppression now enforced upon their people and how Britian will not become one of them. Britain will prevail as it has in the past. ‘There was always the chance, and it is that chance which has excited and befooled the imaginations of many continental tyrants,’ [footnoteRef:29963]
His words not only highlight Hitler as an aggressive tyrant but references tyrants of old, most recently the threat of invasion from Napolean in 1798 and the Spanish in 1588. Both attempts thwarted by the ever-present Royal Navy. [29963:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

[bookmark: _Int_naUT4yIJ][bookmark: _Int_fRqbgvXP][bookmark: _Int_CROsUCvl][bookmark: _Int_94njV2jG]After setting the tone early on of the gravity of the situation now facing Britain and defending all Armed Services of Britain and her allies, Churchill’s speech reaches its crescendo which has been immortalised countless times in film, literature and art. Reading his words stirs emotions deep inside many British people including myself. His words united the nation at its darkest moment and rallies them to the noble cause of not only defending this Island but prevailing and taking the fight to Germany.
We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this Island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God’s good time, the New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.[footnoteRef:18865] [18865:  Winston Churchill, speech to the House of  Commons (London June 4th 1945)] 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_27prAydJ][bookmark: _Int_fatRSqTS]Churchill’s skills as an orator, his talent for judging the mood of the people and his passionate fighting spirit was what the British people needed to hear at this time. Turning the defeat into a victory, stirring images of old victories over aggressors and invasions and speaking directly to not only the House of Commons but the people's hearts.  Britian would fight alone if needed and to the end, whatever the outcome. Never surrender.
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[bookmark: _Int_nR5HIg1N]I Did not count the large quotes as part of the wordage for this essay. Please take this into account. Thanks.
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