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Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development 
The selected research paper is titled 'She didn't know how to go back': School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic—A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals, written by McDonald, Lester and Michelson and published in 2023 in the British Journal of Educational Psychology (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). The study aims at examining how the pandemic of COVID-19 has impacted the lives of children facing school attendance problems through investigating the views of their parents as well as other professionals dealing with such cases (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Instead of conducting statistical analysis of school attendance rates, the study aimed to investigate the experience of SAPs after the pandemic disruption.
The topic for the research was selected to fill the gaps that have been created because of the concern that school absenteeism is on the increase due to the impact of the pandemic even though schools have been reopened. While there have been associations made between school attendance issues and anxiety, emotional wellbeing, and family factors, there is very little information that addresses the issue of what impact the pandemic has had on these issues. This is an area where the need for knowledge generation can be seen as highly significant.
The study is based on the group of stakeholders that have direct experience of dealing with children and young individuals that faced problems with attending schools during the coronavirus period (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). It allowed the researcher to consider the issue of school attendance from various sides, taking into account both professional and family perspectives.
This is a very pertinent issue in the field of health and social care in the UK since there is a strong correlation between non-attendance at schools and poor mental wellbeing, poor educational outcomes and social isolation in children and young adults (Department for Education, 2023). The collaboration between professionals from health and social care, schools and CAMHS in identifying such issues and providing support can be seen quite often.
Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question 
The central aim of this research was to investigate the impact of the ongoing pandemic on SAPs by analyzing the experiences and perceptions of parents, educationalists, and mental health professionals who work with children facing the issue (McDonald, Lester, & Michelson, 2023). Instead of investigating a pre-stated hypothesis, the research aimed at finding the causes of attendance issues, problems with readjustment, and the kinds of intervention that would be deemed most effective. The results of the investigation could help in devising further actions for improving school attendance and overall well-being of children.
3. Understanding the Research Methods 
3.1 Research Approaches
The selection of the right research methodology is crucial as it influences how the evidence is collected and analyzed to provide answers to research questions. Health and social care scholars apply quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-methods research methodologies, which depend on the aims of the research conducted (Thomas, 2021).
Quantitative research is concerned with numbers and statistics that help find relationships, trends, or differences between variables. Hence, it can be employed when the objective of the study is to collect objective and quantifiable information. Qualitative research explores the experiences, beliefs, and perspectives of people in the field of research. It helps obtain rich information about complex social and healthcare problems (Merriam & Tisdell, 2021). Finally, mixed-methods research integrates the methods of quantitative and qualitative research within one project, helping researchers use statistical evidence alongside participants' experiences to analyze a research problem (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2023).
McDonald et al. (2023)'s study employed a qualitative research method since it sought to investigate how parents and professionals had experienced the issue of school attendance challenges before and during the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead of collecting data about attendance rates statistically, the authors gathered the stories of the participants to comprehend what determined their attendance and how they could be helped to attend schools.
3.2 Research Design Used in the Selected Study
The methodology adopted for this research was multiple stakeholder qualitative design which comprised 29 parents and 19 professionals in Phase 1 and then 10 parents and 12 professionals of Southern England in Phase 2 (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). The multiple stakeholder design is especially useful in health and social care because it helps in gathering different perspectives which may help in formulating plans and interventions.
In the chosen article, McDonald et al. (2023) included parents, education professionals and mental health professionals who were working in assisting children with their schooling attendance issues. With the inclusion of various stakeholders, the researchers were able to draw comparisons between various perspectives, understand the shared concerns and make recommendations based on their need.
3.3 Primary and Secondary Data Collection	
Data for research can be collected using either primary or secondary methods. Primary data refers to data collected firsthand from the research participants in order to address a particular research question, while secondary data analysis involves the use of preexisting data, like academic literature and organizational documents (Bell, Bryman and Harley, 2022).
Primary data was used by the chosen study as the authors conducted an original data collection from the research participants using qualitative surveys and semi-structured interviews (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Conducting the original data collection helped the researchers learn about the experience of the participants firsthand and create recommendations on how to help children attending schools better in the UK.
3.4 Data Collection Methods
Primary data was collected using qualitative research techniques, such as online qualitative surveys and semi-structured interviews. Using a combination of data collection techniques in qualitative research is considered good practice because it gives the opportunity to respondents to elaborate on their experience, as well as discuss important issues (Patton, 2022). In the chosen research, the initial step involved completing the online survey by the respondents that contained open-ended questions followed by the semi-structured interviews for some of the participants (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Ethics approval was received prior to data collection and all participants gave their consent. Anonymity of the participants was ensured by removing personal data. From a practical point of view, using a combination of surveys and interviews helped the researchers to get rich data from various stakeholder groups.
3.5 Data Analysis	
Data collected were subjected to framework analysis, which is a qualitative method of data analysis that entails categorizing data into themes to find patterns and relationship across participants' experience (Gale et al., 2021). This methodology is suitable for use in applied health and social care studies since it enhances transparency in data analysis and formulation of recommendations. According to McDonald et al. (2023), participants' answers were categorized and compared across stakeholders to generate thematic analysis. Through this process, the researchers were able to find out barriers to school attendance and provide useful recommendations.
3.6 Evaluation of the Research Methods
The methodology had many strengths. Data gathering from the perspective of parents, educators, and mental health professionals made the data more reliable and rich (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). Two qualitative methods of data collection and Framework Analysis have added to the reliability of the study. The study had its weaknesses too. Due to voluntary participation of individuals, the results do not necessarily reflect experiences of all families and professionals. Additionally, there were certain constraints on the ability to generalize results due to qualitative nature of the study (Patton, 2022). The evidence obtained through the use of this methodology is important in terms of informing collaborative, person-centered solutions.
Section 4: Conclusion 
In this report, the research paper by McDonald, Lester, and Michelson (2023) has been reviewed to have an understanding of how research is undertaken, carried out and applied in the UK health and social care context. This report has highlighted the importance of the research done by McDonald et al., (2023) on the issue of school attendance challenges arising due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It has explained why the problem is so significant for children, their parents and other professionals. This report has critically assessed the qualitative research methods used by the researchers to conduct the study, which include research approach, multi-stakeholder design, data collection, qualitative survey, semi-structured interview and Framework analysis.
Undertaking this report has helped to increase my understanding of research literacy since it has taught me that choosing the right research method is crucial for ensuring the credibility of any evidence generated. The lessons learnt include that qualitative research gives very important information on how people experience various situations and it is useful for gaining a better understanding of health and social care challenges which cannot be described in numbers only. Evaluating research methods critically has further improved my capacity to critically appraise available evidence.
These research skills will assist me in future studies and work since they will ensure that I am able to critically appraise evidence in any academic study. Further, I will be capable of identifying valid sources of information and utilizing research in making evidence-based decisions. It will allow me to participate in person-centred and multidisciplinary approach to health and social care by improving lives of children, their families and communities within UK through use of quality evidence.
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