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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Although I am a social worker working in children services, it is important that I have full knowledge and understanding of safeguarding procedures and policies concerning adult services. It is important whilst working with families I have an understanding of legislation and procedures to ensure I can safeguard the family as a whole. It is vital I have this knowledge in order for me to safeguard children and adults.  Huw Irranca-Davies (2017) minster for Children and Social Care states ‘each and every one of us in Wales has a responsibility for keeping people safe from harm and neglect’. This became the motive within the development of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWBA, 2014). The SSWBA (2014) puts an increased important upon the responsibilities, duties of multi agencies being partners and accountable for safeguarding children and adults, making the support for children and adults more streamlined as it places a duty upon local authorities and social workers to assess adults who are at risk just as if they suspected a child was at risk. Furthermore, the implantation of updated Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) which outlines guidance on applying this legislation when working with individuals who are at risk.

According to the Codes of Practice (2018), professionals have a duty to promote the wellbeing and safeguarding of the people we work with (Social Care Wales, 2018). Therefore,  professionals working within the Local Authority have a duty to report any safeguarding concerns they have in respect of adults, the same as they would if in respect of a child. Therefore, it is vital that those professionals who work with individuals have up to date knowledge of legislation and procedures in place that protect adults suspected to be at risk. Multi agency partners also have a duty to report an adult at risk under section 128 of SSWBA (2014) 

When concerned are reported, under s126 of SSWBA (2014) poses a duty upon Local Authorities to investigate where it is suspected an individual is an ‘adult at risk’. Individuals needs should be essential when carrying out these investigations and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures point that the Mental Capacity Act 2005 to be imbedded in practice. It states that an individual should be assumed to have capacity and make decisions for themselves unless proven otherwise. As an adult has the right to make choices, even if their choices are unwise, example being it is their choice to stay in an abusive relationship. If there is evidence, an adult lacks capacity then an assessment will need to be completed.
Furthermore, an assessment identifies an adult is at risk, under section 54 SSWBA (2014) places a duty for the Local Authority to complete an action plan, although If the adult has capacity they can decline this support

Under SSWBA (2014), s134 requires mandatory regional safeguarding adult boards be in place, to ensure there is a statutory footing similar to that of safeguarding children.  Where there is suspicions of neglect or abuse under s126 of SSWBA (2014) places a duty on local authorities to undertake an investigation in order to safeguard the adult or adults in question.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Although the principles of the SSWBA (2014) are similar, it is important to understand the differences of the two. One of these being adults have the are able to choose to remain in situations that could pose them at a risk. There are only certain situations  where professionals can intervene without their consent. This relates to if an adult is deemed to lack capacity under the Mental Health Act (2005). Therefore, if an adult is deemed to have capacity they are able to make unwise choices, and we have to assume an adult has capacity as stated in the Mental Capacity Act (2005) unless there is evidence to suggest they do not. If it is suspected an adult lacks capacity an assessment will need to be completed, once an adult lacks capacity the Local Authority are able to make decisions upon their behalf to ensure they are kept safe. 

One key difference is, child protection can be enforced. There are statutory duties enshrined throughout SSWBA (2014) in particular s130 of SSWBA (2014) where there is a child at risk of or experiencing abuse, must be protected as determined in Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) and underpinned by the Children Act 1989. Within the SSWBA  s128 and the Mental Capacity Act 2005 places a duty to protect all vulnerable adults, this is also enshrined within the Domestic Abuse Wales Act 2015.  The key differences between adults and children are, when adults choose not to engage with the support, Local Authorities have no statutory powers unless the adult lacks capacity as determined in the Mental Capacity Act 2015. However, children services would become involved if the adult has children and they are directly at risk. 

Under s47 Children Act (1989) poses a duty upon Local Authorities to investigate where there it is suspected a child is likely to suffer or suffering significant harm, regardless if consent has been gained from parents. If safeguarding concerns are, upheld it poses a duty upon local authorities to take steps in order to safeguard a child. Although under Article 8 Human Rights Act (1998), ‘everyone has a right to privacy and family life’, and Article 9 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child state, that children should not be separated from their parents against their will, unless separation is necessary and in the best interests of the child. Therefore, poses a duty to take necessary steps in order to safeguard, such as removing them to a place of safety. Therefore, the safeguarding of children is paramount even when the adult has the right to make unwise decisions.
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