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Magistrates are appointed to hear cases in lower courts and are not legally qualified (Malleson, 2015). In this essay, the benefits and drawbacks of magistrates in the administration of justice, as well as their main responsibilities, characteristics, court closures, and reform will be discussed 
Magistrates, who are appointed to hear cases in lower courts, are volunteers. They receive training for the position but are not legally qualified for it. Justices of the Peace, or JPs, is another name for them(Morgan, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Hlk138287533]The Judicial Office oversees magistrates in the United Kingdom, who are appointed by the Lord Chancellor. In the Magistrates' Courts, they are in charge of hearing cases involving lesser offences like minor assaults, traffic violations, and theft. England and Wales had over 15,000 magistrates in 2019 (The Role of Magistrates, 2022). Morgan and Russell's (Introduction 2021) main findings were that although the magistrates' court, whether it is made up of magistrates or District Judges, generally functions well and inspires confidence, the magistrates' court is not entirely representative of the community. They came to the conclusion that it would not be widely understood or supported to eliminate or significantly reduce the work of magistrates (Morgan, 2013).
Magistrates, also known as Justices of the Peace, are people from many walks of life who are dedicated to making a good difference in the communities where they live (Archer, 2017).  Magistrates are expected to sit between 35 and 45 and no more than 70 half-days per year, with a minimum requirement of 26. They are also expected to attend training for their general jurisdiction as "wingers," eventually becoming chairmen, and for any specialist panels they want to sit on, like the family or youth panels(Magistrates association > about magistrates > history of the Magistracy, 2021).. They are also expected to take part in a variety of activities to inform the public about the work of the courts (Morgan and Russell, 2000), such as attending meetings, serving on local committees, and participating in other activities. Mock trial competitions, presentations to schools, community and employer groups, and open court days are among these activities (Slobogin, 2020).
The main responsibilities of magistrates are to decide whether a defendant is guilty or not, decide the appropriate sentence for the defendant, and decide whether the case needs to transfer to the higher court for trial (Huxley-binns, 2014). They can also grant bail, and conduct preliminary hearings. Although they have civil jurisdiction and can choose to specialize in the family proceedings court, magistrates primarily handle criminal cases. Among the civil cases they handle are appeals from local authority licensing decisions regarding pubs and clubs, enforcing payment of council tax, and issuing warrants of entry to utility companies (gas, water, and electricity). The magistrates' courts are where 97% of all criminal cases begin and end.
There are three different kinds of crimes:
Summary offences, which can only be dealt with in magistrates' courts, include the majority of motor vehicle violations, less serious assaults, and many violations of public order. In the more serious cases, magistrates will decide on bail, accept a guilty or not guilty plea, determine a verdict, and impose a sentence for these offences (Blom-Cooper, 2015).
Criminal damage (value of damage greater than £5,000), assault with actual bodily harm, some less serious sexual offences, and dangerous driving are all triable either-way infractions. After hearing arguments from both sides, magistrates choose the venue (magistrates' court or crown court) in these cases (Machielsen, 2015). The defendant can still choose to be tried in the crown court if they choose to go to trial in the magistrates' court. If this is not the case, magistrates will have the same authority as summary offenders, such as granting bail and imposing punishment (Archer, 2017).
Indictable-just offences - these are the most serious cases, for example, murder, assault and burglary, which must be managed by preliminary on prosecution at the crown court. However, these cases are first heard in the magistrates' court, where the bench considers bail before referring the matter to the crown court (G. Wayne Casaleggio, 2017).
Even though they have limited authority, single magistrates rarely hear cases on their own. In most cases, they are one of three magistrates on a bench with a qualified legal adviser to help them with legal and procedural issues (Archer, 2017). 
Since 2010, there has been a significant shift in the estate of the courts in England and Wales as part of a program of reform to make it less necessary to physically attend certain types of hearings (Malleson, 2015). Between 2010 and 2020, based on the available information: The public purse received at least £223 million from the sale of courthouses. There were 25 magistrates' court closures in the South East, followed by 22 in Wales and 21 in the North West. Out of 320 constituencies, 164 (or 51%), had magistrates' courts close. 151 constituencies had magistrates' courts close (Court Clousuer, 2021).
Magistrates are everyday people who have common sense and the ability to make just decisions; They come from many different places (Robinson, 2013). Magistrates must be decisive and capable of developing unbiased, impartial, and transparent judgments via systematic deliberation to make verdicts that are just, neutral, and transparent (Ferriès, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk138259617]Speaking with responsiveness and regard officers should have the option to listen effectively and mindfully, explain sentiments and convey unhesitatingly and delicately inside secret limits (Saul and Stephens, 2015). They must also be able to change how they communicate to fit the situation and clearly explain why they make the choices they do (Tudor et al., 2022). Being self-aware and willing to learn are essential qualities for magistrates. They must be able to think and learn from other people's points of view, as well as quickly adapt to changes. They must also be able to take advantage of opportunities to learn and keep up their skills, as well as employ effective strategies to keep their well-being up (Burchardt and Hick, 2016). Occupied and drawing in through individuals expertly - justices should be congenial and reliable, ready to impart trust and certainty, and work in an expert and productive way both freely and with others. They must be able to engage others in decision-making and encourage them to participate, as well as appropriately challenge prejudice in both themselves and others (Tudor et al., 2022).
Magistrates play a significant role in the justice system and have some advantages and disadvantages.
 The fact that magistrates are drawn from the local community is one of their primary benefits. As a result, they are more likely to be familiar with the people involved in the case and have a deeper comprehension of the issues facing the community. This may assist in ensuring that justice is served fairly and equally (Hills and Cunliffe, 2016).
[bookmark: _Hlk138285479]The fact that magistrates are less expensive than judges is yet another advantage of theirs. The magistrates' use helps keep costs low because the Magistrates' Court is meant to handle minor criminal cases. Taxpayers who would otherwise have to foot the bill for the more expensive use of judges will gain from this (Hills and Cunliffe, 2016).
However, the use of magistrates in the administration of justice comes with a number of drawbacks as well. The fact that they may lack judges' legal training and expertise is one of the main disadvantages. This can lead to judgmental or sentencing mistakes that could hurt the accused or the victim (Tudor et al., 2022).
The fact that magistrates lack the independence of judges is another drawback. The Lord Chancellor appoints magistrates, who face the same political pressures as judges. Concerns about the impartiality of magistrates may arise as a result, particularly in situations where the victim or the accused are members of the local community (Burchardt and Hick, 2016)
There have been calls for the magistrates' system to be changed, including making the training and support for magistrates better and making them more diverse. Additionally, there have been calls for magistrates to be given more authority, such as the ability to impose longer prison terms on defendants (Fergusson, 2023). All magistrates' training should fall under the purview of the Judicial Studies Board, which should be given sufficient resources to carry out this task. This kind of training should primarily be provided at the local level by trainers, ideally, justices' clerks and/or legal advisers who have received appropriate training from the Board for the purpose (Morgan & Russell, 2000); Additionally, district judges ought to be involved in the education of magistrates in their locality or at the court centre where they typically work; In order to provide magistrates with a less complicated, weighted set of competences supported by clear national standards, the MNTI scheme needs to be refined; Additionally, the Judicial Studies Board ought to establish procedures to guarantee that the nationwide evaluation of magistrates takes place in a timely and efficient manner and that training programs take into account the training requirements that are discovered during that process (Morgan & Russell, 2000).
The magistracy was established as the legal system's foundation. Magistrates have been providing justice in their resident societies for more than 650 years ever since the Justices of the Peace Act pioneered the concept that regular citizens, not lawyers, should be granted the authority to administer justice (Fergusson, 2023).
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