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	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	Engagement with Literature
For further improvement include academic books and journals and read more widely.
Follow the reference guidelines carefully whilst citing “in-text”

	Targed/Target 2
	Knowledge and Understanding Skills
Demonstrate fuller understanding (eg: by linking into the Foundation Phase)

	Targed/Target 3
	Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
Support all points made

	Targed/Target 4
	Practical Application Skills
Aim to link more theory to practice when relevant

	Targed/Target 5
	Transferable Skills for life and Professionals Practice
Consider writing in complete paragraphs and don’t be afraid of attempting some more complex sentences to express deeper meaning




























My own learning journey and experiences with schools has led me to have pre-conceived assumptions about education and the role community plays in a school. As a student teacher, University and school placement is helping me to learn about education and the theory behind a school’s structure.

I believe that children in the Foundation Phase should be given the opportunity to investigate their own methods of learning. My beliefs are in-line with those of Maria Montessori as she believed in the “creative potential of children”, that children should be autonomous. An example of this inspired by Professor Graham Donaldson’s four purposes and vision to develop children as “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives” and “ready to play a full part in life and the world”, I have witnessed this in my placement school.

In my placement school, the “Learning Street”; a communal space that connects Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 together and includes seating, computers, library and a music corner. At varying intervals in the day/week the classes will merge into groups to practice numeracy, literacy and reading with other pupils and teachers from other classes on a similar level. This practice allows Foundation Phase children to interact with older children and other teachers. Modelling is a teaching theory illustrated by Lev Vygotsky where a more knowledgeable other demonstrates their understanding in order to help someone else. I believe this will decrease anxiety regarding new classrooms and teachers in September. The “Learning Street” instils a sense of camaraderie amongst teachers as they work together to provide education. This social constructivist approach is based on Vygotsky’s pedagogical approach to child development. This approach sees learning as “a social process where children learn best through learning collaborating alongside more able peers and teachers and teachers who can enhance their knowledge, skills and conceptual understanding” (Doyla G 2010). My placement school also discourages the labelling of children’s ability numerically, instead they are grouped by colour. The teachers have an understanding of which colours indicate the children’s ability; however, the children are unaware which eliminated the chances of bullying and low self-esteem. My understanding of class groups from comprehensive school is by “sets”. I was therefore surprised to see this alternative approach. This is a more holistic approach to education as it focusses in children’s influences, behaviours, social and emotional development.


I have experienced the implementation of Montessori’s theory regarding children receiving autonomous opportunities in school in my placement school. I believe as teachers we should strategically plan the activities children have access to in order to develop their key skills. The Welsh Governments “Foundation Phase Profile Handbook” outlines a “skills ladder” including Physical Development; mark-making, coordinated movement and fine/gross motor skills, Mathematical Development; reciting numbers, measuring, and counting, Language, Literacy and Communication; spelling, speech, handwriting and reading, and Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity; expressing emotions, independence in personal care and social interaction/engagement. In my placement school the teacher asks the children what they would like to learn about a particular topic, for example; The Romans. The children then add their suggestions to their “EPIC Board” – “Everyone Plans In Class”. The board is divided into sections including motor skills, digital competency, literacy, numeracy, creativity and construction. This ensures that the children develop in all areas whilst remaining autonomous. This method allows children’s key skills such as reading, writing and fine/gross motor skills to develop but also allows them independence in their learning. At the beginning of the day the teacher will explain the tasks but will also place help cards on the stations to remind the children of the task. I have found that the children respond well to this method and seem to remain on-task. I have found that this helps the children to remain on task. Theorists have discovered multiple advantages to children leading autonomous learning journeys. Hendrick (1996) agrees with Montessori’s theory of self-lead learning; “providing children is a fundamental aspect of high-quality early childhood curriculum”. Another point Hendrick illustrates is that teachers must understand the importance of allowing the children choices in the classroom and in-turn be willing to provide the children with choices. Allowing children choices in the classroom will build self-esteem and develop relationships between the children as they will begin to share their ideas and help one another. Erikson (1950) maintained that a person’s personality develops over eight main stages ranging from birth to adulthood. The second stage is “Autonomy versus Shame and Doubt”, ranging from 18 months to 3 years old. I believe that children should be encouraged and thus supported in becoming independent, and with that will come increased confidence and emotional stability. Similarly, Erikson believed that if children are “overly-controlled”, they will become dependent on others and lack self-esteem therefore impacting their emotional well-being. In conjunction to this, Erikson’s third stage of “psychological development”: “Initiative versus Guilt” conveys that at this stage children develop their sense of purpose. According to Bee (1992), the ages of 3-5 are “a time of vigour of action and of behaviours that the parents may see as aggressive”. During this stage interactions with other children and again independence will provide children with the opportunity to develop their sense of initiative and ability to play with other rather than alongside. Testing the boundaries is a key part of this stage therefore teachers must have an understanding of child development in order to help the child in a correct way. For example; when arguments occur, speaking to the children to comprehend what happened and ensure that they all understand the reason behind how what they did was wrong, how feelings were hurt and that their actions have consequences. In conjunction to autonomous education, the importance of inclusive education must also be at the for-front of the teachers mind at all times. Inclusivity refers to the ability for everyone to participate regardless of their cognitive or physical disability. 

Another assumption I made is about the PTA (Parent Teacher Association). When I was in school, the PTA only organised the end of term disco. My placement school has a “Friends of….” committee. The group’s members range from the mayor’s secretary, to parents/guardians including local business owners and community members. The group has a Facebook page to advertise community events such as “Gowertots”, a play group run in the school’s hall on Thursdays in collaboration with the local Church; St Johns. One member manages the local Co-op, as a result of this the Co-op sponsored the school last year and raised £8’500 in addition to supplying free fruit for sports day, thus promoting healthy eating. Similarly, another member owns a gym and now runs parent and child classes. Initiatives like this, promote healthy living and local businesses. It’s obvious that a “friends of…” group has provided the school with many opportunities and benefitted the community. Having met with the group organiser, my assumptions about adult run school committees have been changed. I hope that more schools continue this approach as the community and school benefits are clear. Following research, I have been surprised to learn that “friends of….” Groups have also been introduced across the country to help combat loneliness as 45% of British people report feeling lonely on occasion. With this in mind, a community group allows people from all ages to collate their skills and meet new people (Dolva, 2018).

In conclusion what I have learnt from both my placement school and understanding of theorists and research is that community involvement is vital to a school’s success and therefore the success of its pupils. My assumptions and research regarding autonomy in the classroom, mixed-ability learning, and school committees has developed my understanding of the relationship between pupils, classrooms and the community vastly. With this knowledge behind me I aim to create inclusive educational choices for my class to learn from. I hope to continue with my knowledge of the benefits of mixed-ability teaching and the confidence it develops in the children. A large resource such as a “learning street” or the ability to have joining classrooms will not be available in schools however large spaces such as the dining hall or outdoors would be a perfect place to initiate Vygotsky’s theory of a More Knowledgeable Other and modelling learning, and allow teamwork between teachers. Throughout my career I will remain up to date with the latest Governmental developments that will impact education and with theories and research published. Therefore, I will instil pedagogy throughout my career by raising awareness of now high-quality learning experiences lead to improved learning and an increased sense of well-being amongst the children. I will continue to demonstrate the knowledge, understanding and experiences I have obtained throughout my education and provide effective practice to meet the needs of all leaners, thus providing an inclusive education.
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