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Abstract 


The aim of this dissertation to is gain a professional perspective on a police presence in the education system, to help reduce youth crime. Throughout the dissertation it will highlight important issues regarding youth crime and programmes which are taking place to educate young people. The focus will be on two Welsh police forces being; Dyfed Powys Police and South Wales Police. The researcher will be carrying out primary research to collect both qualitative and quantitative data; to help develop the perspectives which are required. This will be achieved by carrying out a questionnaire, which was active on social media and through the researchers personal contacts in the education system and local authorities. 

The results of the questionnaire allowed the researcher to analyse 50 responds to 15 questions; the overall feedback from the questionnaire was positive but highlighted a few issues; including that a vast majority of people did not know that young person are more likely to be stabbed walking to and from school. This is an area where the police and education system must identify there is a problem and find solutions. Such as a teacher and police presence on the street at the prime time of day for pupils. During the dissertation more areas of concerns will be highlights with solution on how to support the reduction of criminal activity in young people. 









Chapter One: Introduction 

1.1 Introduction 

In England and Wales youth crime has played a key role in a number of policy’s and public opinions. Throughout the last century there have been a number of high-profile crimes committed by young people. For example, the murder of toddler James Bugler by two ten years old children; this changed the age of criminal liability to ten years old, this mean that children aged ten can now be held responsible when committing a crime (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). 
The high media cases such as James Bulger; can have an effect on public opinions of young people, this can lead to a number of children being labelled and becoming criminalised (Halsey and White, 2007). Due to this the image of young people, in society today  children can appear to be under some form of threat; for example they are being portrayed as hooded gang members, causing trouble and disrupting communities (Halsey and White, 2007). 
The dissertation will include five key chapters; this will allow the reader to engage with the dissertation and to understand the core principle to each chapter.  The First chapter being the introduction; which will give a brief insight into how the dissertation will be carried out. The second chapter will look into previous research which has been carried out surrounding reducing youth crime; a professional perspective on a police presence in the education system.
The third chapter will identify the methods and methodology used for the researcher to carry out primary research; the researcher will be aiming to carry out a mixed method questionnaire to gather data.
 The fourth chapter will compare and analyse the data carried out in the primary research to that found in the literature review. The final chapter of the dissertation will be the conclusion and summaries the findings; and will provide a professional perspective of a partnership between the police and the education system to reduce youth crime. 

1.2 – Research Proposal 
Statistics from the year ending March 2021, shows the largest decrease in young offending since 2015. However, it can be stated that although these statistics can be accurate for that time, it does not represent a ‘functioning society’ (Ministry of Justice, 2022). This is due to the fact that; during this period of time, many children were being ‘home schooled’, unable to socialise with their peers or attend events; as a result of the impact from the corona-virus pandemic (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 

Figure 1: Trends in Arrest of Children and Young People in England and Wales, year ending March 2021 (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
[image: Chart, line chart

Description automatically generated]In Wales, policing is not a devolved matter, it is run and controlled by the British Government. Moreover, the four police forces in Wales can often be found working in partnership, with a number of public sector and organisations (Partnership Council for Wales, 2018). It has even been suggested Welsh policing is beginning to get closer to two of Sir Robert Peel Principles; the first being the ‘police is to prevent crimes’ and more importantly he second principle suggests that the police are the community and the community are the police’ (Partnership Council for Wales, 2018). 
The Police and Education System in Wales in recent years have began working in partnership to prevent youth offending. This is due to the fact that figures from 2008-2010 from Dyfed Powys Police show; that between the two year period, an average of four criminal offences from violent to sexual offences were being committed within a school setting each day (Miller, 2010). Has the partnership between the police and education system been able to improve young offending in Wales?

1.3 - Aims and Objectives 
The aim of this research is to gain a professional perspective on whether the support obtained from the police within the education system has an impact on the reduction of young people from committing crime; this will be achieved by examining the following objectives;
-To collect primary research to identify any issues surrounding youth offending, and to highlight any solutions which can be used to tackle the issue.

- To compare the use of security in the education system between the United Kingdom and New Zealand, to identify whether this has an impact on the reduction of youth crime.

-To analyse secondary research on solutions such as Police Liaison Officers and additional measure to reduce youth crime.

-To explore, consider and examine the National Statistics and highlight any trends in the data.

-To consider and analyse why young people feel unprotected in today’s society, 
and identify the reasons for the increase in this age group carrying sharp objects.

1.4- Research 
An independent, large scale study carried out by Hopkins et al (1992) of 1249 Secondary School, and the impact of Police-School liaison officers, identified that there is no evidence to suggest that Police Liaison Officers help to slow down or halt young offenders committing crimes. However, many pupils within the target schools judged the Police-School Liaison Officers positively. The conclusion of the research was that Police Liaison Officer offered minimal positive effects to reducing youth offending (Hopkins et al, 1992). 
Recent literature surrounding the use of police officers within the education system in Wales, has been carried out by South Wales Police (2021); which suggests that the Welsh Government is working in partnership with the four Welsh police forces. This was due to the fact a review was carried out by the Police and Crime Commissioners and the Welsh Government. As a result of this review they introduced the Wales Police Schools Programme. The programme which is funded by the Welsh Government; who have invested £2 million to support the programme (South Wales Police, 2021). 
During the period of September 2020 to July 2021 the success of the programme can be seen from a brief overview which includes; the involvement of 91 percent of school in Wales, due to this, an estimated 12,141 lessons on crimes prevention were presented to 404,255 children and young people. Additionally, the use of the School Liaison Officer dealt with 7,773 offences which involved young people, the importance of the School liaison Officer was that they allow the pupils an opportunity of a second chance and keeping them off the criminal record systems (South Wales Police, 2021). 

 1.5 -Rationale
Research and the use of National Statistics have identified that youth crime in recent years has been declining, the downwards trend can be considered to be taking place prior to the pandemic (McCarthy, 2020). However, an up to date report carried out by Whitehall’s; public spending watchdog, has highlighted that by 2024 the number of children in England and wales in Custody is expected to double (Weale, 2022). Additional reports which can be used to support the expected rise is the National Audit Office (2021, cited in Weale, 2022) which reported that after a period of long-term decline in young offending, the numbers of young people committing criminal offences is set to rapidly rise. The report states that the rise is due to an increase in recruitment within the police force, and the tougher sentencing which has been imposed by the reformed of the police, crime, sentencing and courts bill (Weale, 2022). 

1.6- Research Methodology 
Carrying out research can be a daunting experience therefore, the need to follow a research strategy can allow the researcher to be able to collect date in a consistent manner, allowing them to be able to choose the correct tools, technique and methodology for their research (Melnikovas, 2018). The term research methodology can define a research strategy, which allows the researcher to design an approach which best suits how their research should be undertaken (Meinikovas, 2018). 
During primary research ethics must be a key consideration (Lowe & Zemilansky, pg 158), the reason the researcher has decided to carry out research on the perspective of professionals; is due to the fact that there are a number of ethical issues regarding carrying out research on young people. 

A theorical concept which will be used as part of the research is the ‘Research Onion’ can be found in ‘Appendix’s One’. It was introduced by Saunders et al (2016 cited in Meinikovas, 2018), the main features of the ‘Research Onion’ is the six main layers; which briefly include the research philosophy, approach to theory development, methodology choice, strategy, time, and finally technique and procedures (Melnikovas, 2018).

1.7-Research Approach 
To gain an understanding of a professional perspective on a Police Presence in the Welsh education system, it is difficult to express viewpoint solely on Literature Reviews. 
Firstly, the researcher must decide which part of the ‘research paradigms’ best suits their research; whether its qualitative, quantitative or a mixed method (Johnson et al, 2007). The aim of the research is to gain a ‘professional perspective’. As a result of the overall aim the researcher will be collecting both qualitative and quantitative data also known as a mixed method.  
A consideration is to use a semi-structured interview approach which consists of both open-ended and closed-ended question, as a result the semi-structured approach would allow the research to achieve the mixed-method approach. This method would allow the research to asked fixed questions and focus on fixed words (Klenke, 2008, p126). However, this approach can be time consuming, as finding the correct participants and carrying out the interviews correctly will not be manageable for the researcher. 
Overall, the research approach which will be used is a questionnaire, this will allow the research to gather both quantitative and qualitative data; it will also allow the researcher the flexibility to identify key participants with the use of personal contacts and social media.




















Chapter 2: Literature Review

2.1 Introduction
In this literature review the aim is to consider the reasoning behind the decrease in youth crime, identifying the effectiveness of the Anti-Social Behaviour Orders on young people, or whether the orders had a negative effect. Secondly, statistics currently show a steady decline in the trend of youth crime. However, are they set to make a steady increase, with the increase in gangs and knife crime; is there now more young children carrying a weapon to school to feel safe? If so, how can this issue be tackled? 
 The final stage of the literature review; will explore whether allowing police presence within the education system would have a beneficially impact on reducing youth crime, and for the younger generation to gain an understanding of the impact crime can have on not only their futures but as a society. 
This chapter will also cover a number of objectives; as secondary research has been carried out in relation to the objectives. 

2.2- National Statistics 
This subheading will be looking to achieve the objective which states ‘to explore, consider and examine the National Statistics and highlight any trends in the data. 
Statistics from the year ending March 2020, shows there has been an overall decrease in youth crime. During this period there were 58,939 children arrested for committing an offence (Ministry of Justice, 2021). Compared to the figures released a decade ago in 2010, which shows that youth crime accounted for 198,449 offences, with a total of 106,969 young offenders (Ministry of Justice, 2011). According to Farrell, Laycock & Tilley (2019) the reason for the decrease in youth offending is due to the increase in security. On the contrary, this can be argued that during the last decade there has been less security within our society due to the reduction of 20,000 police officers. According to Unison (2016) the National Police Service is facing a vast amount of challenges from being ‘understaffed, overworked and overstretched’. 
The report identifies that Police Community Support Officers also known as PCSO’s; were the hardest hit by the cuts; with an estimated 3350 jobs being on the line between 2012 and 2016, those who remain in the role, voiced the difficulties of unable to carry out the duty of community policing due to lack of resources and staff (Unison, 2016). 
The report by Unison (2016) has a conflicting view compared to journal article by Farrell, Laycock and Tilley (2019). However, the article gathers information around a charity known as ‘Howard League’. 

2.3 - Howard’s League 
The Howard League Charity for Penal Reform was established in 2010, it later launched a programme to reduce youth arrests in England and Wales. The research brief has identified the less contact a young person has with the police and Criminal Justice System, this can prevent them from taking a criminal pathway in their future (Howard League, 2018). 
The charity works closely with all 43 national police forces across England and Wales, along with the leaders and the inspectorate to improve the way to support children. Additional support for reducing youth arrests have been carried out by the National Police Council (2016, Cited in Howard League 2018), which have provided a strategy which aims to prioritise a ‘child-centred’ agenda within the policing community. The NPCC have identified that children and young people can become vulnerable to criminal activity, and the importance to try and keep children out of the criminal justice system (Howard League, 2018). 

The Research briefly highlights the importance in maintaining the low arrest rates of children and young offenders. Since 2017, the Howard League are continuing to work alongside the national police service and young people, to help shine a light on the issues young offenders face within the Criminal Justice System (Howard League, 2018). A few examples on the areas which need improvement to maintain a low arrest rate include; working with children in the care system, children who tend to be vulnerable to gangs, which tend to be used to transport drugs across country lines. The final area which needs improvement, is the level of criminalisation of children from a black or ethnic minority background (Howard League, 2018). 

An area which can be beneficial to this dissertation is a table which highlights the number of arrests on children between 2010 and 2017 by each individual police force across England and Wales, this table is shown in ‘appendix two’ (Howard League, 2018). The main focus will be on the forces in Wales. Firstly, looking at the figures from Dyfed Powys Police (DDP), in 2010 the number of people under the age of 18 arrested was 2,307. The figures show that over the seven-year period the number of children being arrested in the DDP area, had steadily declined each year, to gain a final figure in 2017 of only 341 arrests. When looking at the table of figures, it shows DDP had the second lowest arrest rate (Howard League, 2018). Many factors can be the reasoning behind this including the demographics of the area, with a small number of towns and no cities, it may be difficult to carry out a crime or in some cases be unable to find the suspects (Howard League, 2018). 
For example, South Wales Police cover the smallest geographical area of the Welsh Police forces. However, within this area lays two large cities including the capital city of Cardiff and Swansea (South Wales Police, 2022). It has also been suggested that South Wales Police serve 63 out of the 100 most deprived communities in Wales (South Wales Police, 2022). Therefore, it come as no surprise the figures for South Wales Police in 2017 are nearly 6 times higher than those from Dyfed Powys Police; figures in the Howard League Research Brief (2018) show there were 1820 children arrested. However, compared to 2010, this figure has seen a reduction in arrests from 5659 arrests. 

2.4- Security in the Education System 
This sub-heading will achieve the objective; ‘to compare the use of security in the education system between the United Kingdom and New Zealand, to identify whether this has an impact on the reduction of youth crime’.
When trying to identify the security used in the United Kingdom there is little surrounding the use of security guards and gates. However, there is research carried out on the use of CCTV cameras. 
Research carried out by the BBC (2010) found that schools in Wales gained power to search under the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006. The weapons will be searched for using a hand held metal detector; which can be carried out without any constant (BBC, 2010). 
When compared to New Zealand, the partnership work between the education system and the police is discussed openly including; the use of security guards and other security methods within schools such as security guard (New Zealand Police, 2022). For example, there was an issue of young people stealing item’s such as bikes from school a premises; a partnership is form between the school and police to solve the issue. The partnership worked together to gather prevention techniques such as security; where local officer carried out patrols on foot prior to the beginning of school, and after school (New Zealand Police, 2022). 
This shows that an increase in police presence in the education system can act as a deterrent for young people committing crime. 

2.5 - Anti-Social Behaviour Orders and the Labelling Theory
Anti-Social Behaviour Orders can have a negative impact on people’s life’s, they were distributed in the large cities through to the rural communities (Campbell, 2002). When young people receive an ASBO are they being labelled as deviant, and going to continuing in a manner which may lead them down a criminal path. 
The Labelling theory was developed to highlight the importance of placing a social label on an individual and the development of crime and deviances (Krohn, Lizotte & Hall, 2009, page 187). The Labelling theory explanation can be continued as stating once a person has been labelled, they tend to live up to the stereotype whether it is negative or positive for an example, labelling a young person as deviant their behaviour is more likely to become unstable and chronic ( page 187). According to Lemert (1967, cited in Krohn, Kizotte & Hall, 2009, page 187) ‘deviant behaviour can become means of defence, attack or adaptation’, this can be applied to Anti-Social Behaviour Orders and young people. 





2.6 -Gangs and Knife Crime 
This section will be looking at the objectives ‘To consider and analyse why young people feel unprotected in today’s society; and identify the reasons for the increase in this age group carrying sharp objects.’
According to Allen and Harding (2021) Knife crime is a crime which takes places with a sharp instrument or a blade. It has also been stated within the research brief that there is a concern regarding the disproportionate impact on youth and people from disadvantage areas (Allen and Harding, 2021).
Under Section one of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953 it is an offence for a person to be carrying a sharp instrument or blade in a public place with a reasonable excuse or lawful authority (Allen and Harding, 2021).
The Criminal Justice Act 1988 also unsure that sharp objects are not permitted in school premisses, this is stated under section 139a which states ‘it is an offence for a person to have an offensive weapon or a blade on a school premises without good reason’ (Allen and Harding, 2021). 
However, it has been suggested that there is an increase in sharp objects being taken into a school premises, this will be explored as part of this chapter. 
In England and Wales in recent years there has been an increased problem with gangs and knife crime shown in Figures released ending in March 2020. The trend since 2010 show that from March 2010 to March 2013 the number of offences drop from 32.400 recorded offences in 2010 to 25,100 in 2013 (Allen and Harding, 2021). 
Furthermore, between 2013 and 2020 there was an increase in knife crime offences the rise from the 25,100 offences in March 2013, to 48,000 offences in the year ending March 2020. Moreover, there was a decrease in the year ending 2021 to 41,300 (Allen and Harding, 2021). However, with coronavirus restrictions during 2020 and 2021, it would be expected that the statistics for this period to be on a decrease. 
Additionally, the statistics do not show a true representation of knife crime in England and Wales; this is due to the fact that Greater Manchester Police Service have not realised their figures of recorded crimes (Allen and Harding, 2021). 

A review carried out by Grimshaw and Ford (2018) identifies the age of the demographic which are more likely to be involved in knife incidents. According to the Crime Survey for England and Wales also referred to as CSEW (Cited in Grimshaw and Ford, 2018), which carried out a survey of young people aged between 10 (age of criminal liability) and 15 years old, and an additional age group of 16 to 29 years old, about their experiences of handling a sharp objects. 
The data collected from the respondents shows that those aged between 10 and 15 years old are much more likely to know someone who is in possession of a knife in the year ending 2018, compared to back in 2012 (Grimshaw and Ford, 2018). However, the conclusion of the data suggests that the age group between 10 and 15 years old are the age group which are predominant found carrying a knife between 2017 and 2018 (Grimshaw and Ford, 2018). On the other hand, the age group of 16 to 29 years old, has seen a decrease in this age group knowing somebody who is in possession of a knife or sharp object over a 12 months period between 2017 and 2018 (Grimshaw and Ford, 2018). The graph which supports theses finding can be found in appendix Three. 
The evidence from the data suggests that there is a growing problem in the younger generation, especially those between the ages of 10 and 15; these are more than likely to be in secondary school; the next section of this literature review is going to be looking at the education system and crimes such as knife crime.

2.7- Young Offending 
As knife crime seems to be increasing within children who should be within the education system, it has been stated my OFSTED (2019) that the increase in knife crime amongst young people is becoming a safeguarding issue. The research carried out my OFSTED have yet to find a solution to the problem. However, extensive research has placed young people into three categories for being at risk of carrying a knife (OFSTED, 2019). 
The first category identifies the risk of children exploitation within gangs and violence. Secondly, an in-depth statement which states that children have witnesses others carrying sharp object, been a victim to a crime or, may be carrying a sharp object as a form of protection (OFSTED, 2019). The final category looks at the reasoning why some young people may carry a sharp object to school, which can be due to isolated incident (OFSTED, 2019).   
Mayor (2018) claims that children who are under the age of sixteen are at the largest risk of being a victim of knife crime, whilst walking to and from school. This is supported by a large study carried out by Paul Vulliamy from the Centre for Trauma Science, from the Queen. Mary University in London (Cited in Mayors, 2018); which found the period after school accounts for a majority of the stabbing which take place in young people, the research continues to describe that the stabbing occurs close to the school property. 
OFSTED (2019) have understood that the un-safest time of day for pupils is between 4pm and 6pm, the concerns involves children, teachers and parents, the current solution to the problem having additional members of the teaching staff outside of the school property (OFSTED, 2019). However, teachers cannot protect each pupil on their journeys home. 

Furthermore, it has been considered that there needs to be additional support to help young people from becoming a victim or a perpetrator of knife crime. A strategy which has been put in place is the Serious Violence Strategy put forward by the Home Office (OFSTED, 2019). 
The Serious Violence Strategy looks at intervention and prevention. The way in which the government are supporting young people from commit serious crimes such as knife crime is by ‘building resilience, supporting positive alternatives and providing timely interventions at the teachable moment’ (Home Office, 2018).  

2.8 Blaming the Parents 
It has been suggested that those who commit serious crimes and are involved in gang related gangs tend to be from a low-income family. The theory of the underclass was put forward by Charles Murray (1984), cited in McLaughlin & Muncie, 2013).
A brief explanation of the underclass theory by Murray (1984), is that children who are bought up in a nuclear family are more likely to be raised with politeness and respect. On the other hand, children who are raised in a single parent family tend to not be bought up with the same respect and politeness (McLaughlin & Muncie, 2013, page 144). Observational research from areas such as Glasgow and Liverpool, show similarities with Washington and New York; which shows that children who grow up without a father figure tend to ‘run wild’ in society (McLaughlin & Muncie, 2013, page 144). Furthermore, running wild can be described as when a child as no routine such as no bedtime, being left alone from a young age, and the inability to form friendship with children unless in an aggressive manner (McLaughlin & Muncie 2013, page 144). 

If Murray’s theory is applied to society today, it would suggest that in England and Wales there are an estimated 2 million single parent families. However, in 2012 the Metropolitan Police Service, identified that there are 259 violent youth gangs in the area of Greater London (Pitts, 2012). In these gangs they have identified an estimated 4,800 members, when compared to the 700,000 young people in Greater London who are being raised in single parent families, this means the result of young people from an ‘underclass’ contributes to less than 0.005 percent (Pitts, 2012). 
Therefore, the underclass theory is an outdated theory which should not be applied to society today, as many children come from different families, the issue should not be around single parent families but educating the young people themselves. 

A study carried out by Aldridge et al (2009) looked at parent focussed intervention for young people who may find themselves being part of a gang; a research project found that many gangs members tend to keep their family out of any gang related trouble. However, interviews with the parents found that mothers were prone to receiving threats, harassment and in rare cases acts of violence (Aldridge et al, 2009). 
Furthermore, the parents in the research were asked whether parents intervention would be a suitable prevention method to stop young people from taking part in gang and criminal activity, the results were as followed; 
The majority of parents especially mothers were opposed to the parent focussed intervention methods. This is due to the fact, parents of children in gangs are already being blamed for their children actions. Therefore, due to the stigma of being ‘bad parents’, they believe the best form of intervention is by supporting the children in gangs instead. In an interview with a mother of a gang member, she felt portrayed by the Criminal Justice System as she was offered to attending a parenting course, rather than the courts offering to help her son, who was being trailed for possession of drugs (Aldridge et al, 2009). 
This highlights the need for the police, education system and the justice system to bring their attention to the young people committing the criminal offence and not the parents. 

2.9- Ben’s Law
On the 29th of June 2008, Ben Kinsella was tragically stabbed to death after celebrating finishing the end of his GCSE’s, after the celebrations and on their way home, Ben and his friends realised they were being followed by an older teenager, they decided to run home due to being worried (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2021) However, the offender continuing to chase them, wanted to seek his revenge for an incident which occurred in a club. Sadly, the incident which took place was a miss identity, Ben was horrifically stabbed to death due to the altercation (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2021). 
Unfortunately, prior to his death; Ben wrote to the former Prime Minister surrounding the issues of knife crime, asking for more action to be taken to tackle issues such as knife crime (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2021). Since his death, Ben’s Family have been campaigning to make sure more is being done to tackle the issue. They successfully helped raise the life sentence of murder by a sharp object from 15 years to 25 years also known as Ben’s Law (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2021). 
Ben Kinsella family have also set out lesson plans and resources surrounding he topic of knife crime for those in Key Stage two up until Key Stage four, the lesson plans involve videos from people who are ex-gang members, those who have been a victim of knife crime and offenders. The lesson plans also involve worksheet, activities and films for children to interact with the issue (The Ben Kinsella Trust, 2021). 

In October 2010, new powers were introduced by the Welsh Government to help manage pupil’s behaviours and a safer educational setting; the two new powers can best be described as;
Section 1- allows the teacher the power to use force to restrain or control pupils which can also be found under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 (Welsh Government, 2013). Secondly, Section two allows school the power to stop and screen and search pupils for weapons such as sharp objects which can also be found under Section 45 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 (Welsh Government, 2013). 
The Welsh Government have put in place a framework for school effectiveness, in order to support teachers and additional school staff to encourage positive behaviour instead of applying sanctions for troubled behaviour (Welsh Government, 2013). The framework sets out two guides for each school in Wales to follow, these include; 
To allow all children to be able to develop their full potential in developing skills and knowledge such as social, personal and emotional skills. These skills will help young people to understand lifelong skills such as economical, social and personal skills (Welsh Government, 2013).
Additional guidance is to promote a culture of social inclusion and to increase the respect for diversity. In Wales, all teachers have the right to use a reasonable amount of force to prevent pupils from committing an offence within the school setting (Welsh Government, 2013). when talking about the force allowed to be used, it can be explained as preventing a pupil from carrying out an attack on other pupils, teachers, school staff. Other examples include causing damaged to property, objects and materials (Welsh Government, 2013). 

2.10- Dyfed Powys Police Service 
The Objective which will be identified during this section is ‘to analyse secondary research on solutions such as Police Liaison Officers and additional measure to reduce youth crime’.
Dyfed Powys Police Service are the force which covers West Wales and Powys. They don’t just help ensure the communities are safe, they also have applied the police schools programme to help support young pupils from committing offences. The programme looks at preventing and reducing issues within a school setting. A school environment can be considered to be areas in which the police can show their expertise (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). 
The aim of placing a school liaison officer is to help reduce and prevent young people within their local communities, through the use of the education system. The partnership between the Dyfed Powys Police Service and the local councils allows the development of strategies to support school in the area and to allow the pupils to have an opportunity to develop skills and knowledge, which would result in positive changes in behaviour, attitude and allow the development of values and personal skills (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022).






2.11- South Wales Police Service 
South Wales Police Service have a safeguarding programme in place to support young people and children in the education system. As a review into the education system by the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Chief Constables, along with working alongside with Welsh Government Ministers and meeting to gain a deeper understanding from teachers, parents and importantly the pupils (South Wales Police, 2022). As a result, the new Wales Police School Programme, is a partnership between school and the police service, which is working tirelessly to support young people across Wales. 
The Programme has been jointly funded by the Welsh government and the police service which have both put forward nearly two Million Pounds (South Wales Police, 2022). 
Furthermore, the programme entails using crime prevention methods within a classroom setting, the overall aim of the programme is to promote the impact of being a positive citizen both in the school setting and in the wider society. Secondly, to continue the decrease in the rate young people commit a criminal offence. Finally, to educate children and young people on the importance and risks to not only their health and wellbeing but also that of others; this can include online threats, substance abuse and other crimes such as knife crime (South Wales Police, 2022). 

To show whether the programme has been successful in the years prior, statistics from September 2020 to July 2021 show that there were 12,141 lessons and presentation shown to young people and children across 91 percent of school in Wales; there was an estimated 404,255 pupils which took part in the lessons and interacted with a School Police Officer, this therefore had a knock on effect, which allowed the School Police Officer to deal with 7,773 incidents which took place within the school setting, which allows thousands of young people from receiving a criminal record (South Wales Police, 2022). 

2.12- SchoolBeart.Org 
The Welsh Government and the All Wales School Liaison Core Programme, have developed a website called ‘School Beat.Org’ to share information with all counterparts including; officers, teachers, parents and pupils, as it provides information in three main subject areas; these areas include drug and substance abuse, social behaviour and the community and personal safety and safeguarding (Gwent Police, 2022).
The Website has been created to allow the police service to educate young people on crimes and wrong doings without being in a classroom setting. For example, a blog area identifying county lines and knife crime have been placed on the site for young people to gain a deeper understanding of the risk of carrying out an offence (Gwent Police, 2022). 

2.13-Deployment of Police in Schools 
As stated above the police in certain areas are working with then councils and school to help reduce and prevent pupils from taking part in criminal activity. A report from the Welsh Government looks at three approaches which can be used to deploy police officer into schools, to help education children and young people about the consequences of crime, these include; the police school liaison officer (Brown et al, 2010). Secondly, the police service allows officers to deliver a lesson to children, this can be known as taking on an educative role to support pupils. The finally, approach is by using third party organisation to support the police in raising awareness around crime to young people, such as youth clubs (Brown et al, 2010). 
Moreover, there is little evidence to suggest whether the use of police within the education system will help to reduce youth crime. However, an analyse of police Officers in schools in Scotland has identified a mixed review (Brown et al, 2010).
The use of police officers within a school setting allows for staff and pupils to feel safer within their environment. An additional positive example of the partnership between the police and education system in Scotland, is the use of campus police. The campus police seemed to have the largest impact, especially in communities which can be seen as deprived, and lacking in role models for young children and naturally their view of the police is negative (Brown Et al, 2010).

2.14 - Child Q
The Police presence in the Education System is meant to have a positive impact on young people. However, this was not the case for Child Q. In the previous year The Metropolitan Police Service have received a number of negative press in the media, due to troubled police officers, and lack of leadership. This idea can be continue by four metropolitan police officers being investigating for gross misconduct, as part of the enquiry into the strip search of a 15 year old female whilst at school (BBC, 2020). 
The female known as ‘Child Q’ was taken to be searched by the officers due to the belief she was carrying cannabis, the search was carried out without an reasonable adult in the room, and the parents not being contacted (BBC, 2020). 
Due to this situation, the Howard League for Penal Reform carried out research and the results show worrying information, it found that children and young people who are in contacted with the Criminal Justice System have reported that the police and other staff did not show any respect toward them (National Education Union, 2019). Additional reports by Stopwatch UK, found that 5,279 children which have been searched after an arrest, out of this figure 3,939 of these young people were from a Black or an ethnic minority (National Education Union, 2019). 
On the other hand, how many other children from a black or ethnic minority are being searched outside of a police setting such as Child Q. The searches being carried out by the police on children, can be a dehumanising and traumatising for young people (National Education Union, 2019). 
The National Education Union (2019) is calling for the police service to stop searching young people and children and for more to be carried out surrounding the safeguarding of children.  

2.15 -The Future of Police presence in the Education System 
Police involvement in the education system is considered to not be a new phenomenon. However, in the United Kingdom there is little evidence surrounding the topic. A review carried out by Bradford and Yesberg (2019), found differences between the police presence in school in America, which are used for enforcement and surveillance, whereas in the United Kingdom, the use of the police is used as a prevention and intervention method. Research between the UK and the US found that; the UK police and education system partnership to prevent young people from taking part in criminal activity was a more effective model compared to the US model (Bradford & Yesberg, 2019). 

To continue the partnership between the police and education system, improvement into police- pupils interaction would be a step in the right direction. According to the Procedural Justice `Theory, it is important to treat children and young people in the same way the police treat adults, with fairness. This is supported by a study carried out in Belgium of young people aged between 13 and 19 years old found that, when the police interact with young people the youths involved did not see an importance in the performance of the police. However, their main concern was with the manner in which the police handled the cases (Bradford & Yesberg, 2019).
This research offers an insight into how young people and children want to be treated and if the police and pupils interact in a positive way, it can lead to a better rapport and more children seeking support from the police (Bradford and Yesberg, 2019). 

2.16 – Conclusion 
The literature review has offered an insight into youth crime. Firstly, the statistics have shown there has been a decrease in youth crime, this is supported by the Ministry of Justice (2021). Where in 2021 there were 58,939 children and young people arrested in committed a criminal offence. In comparison to a decade prior where 198,449 children and young people arrested.
The decrease would be for a number of reasons. One example can be the partnership work between the police service and local councils. The two focussed upon were Dyfed Powys Police and South Wales Police.  Figures from Howard League (2018), show that between 2010 and 2017 both forces saw a decrease in the arrest of children, with Dyfed Powys Police, having the second lowest arrest rate across England and Wales. 
On the other hand, police presence in school has a positive impact. However, there are rare occasions where the police have been inappropriate, in the case of ‘Child Q’, where she was striped searched in school, without a reasonable adult or parent to allow consent, the four police officer are now being investigated for gross misconduct (BBC, 2020).
Overall, the police Programme in the UK uses a prevention and invention method to support children and young people. However, with the rise in knife crime and gangs does the support for young people need to increase to not just in the school setting. 













































Research Methodology

3.1- Introduction

The previous chapter gave an insight into the statistics and overall research which has been undertaken in the police presences in the education system to reduce youth crime. 
This chapter will entail information on how the researcher will be carrying out primary research; to gain a professional perspective on the partnership work of the police service and education system and whether they are effective in reducing youth crime. It will identify which method and methodology is suitable for the research.

3.2- Aims and Objectives
As referenced in the previous chapters the aim of this research is to gain a professional perspective on whether the support from the police in the education system is reducing young people from committing crime. 
This chapter will be achieving objective ; to collect primary research to identify any issues surrounding youth offending, and to highlight any solutions which can be used to tackle the issue.The objective will be achieved by the researcher carrying out a multi methods approach of primary research. 
A multi method approach is being used as the researchers wants to gather numerical data to compare with the official statistics and, qualitative research to gather information on the target populations thoughts and feelings. 




3.3- What is Research?
Research can be described as a systemic approach to collect information, this can be achieved in a number of different ways including; reading, talking to the subjects in a manner such as interviews, and asking questions in a form of a questionnaire. However, research must be carried out with a clear purpose and approach, this is due to the fact that it allows for an increase in knowledge (Saunders et al, 2009, page 5). 
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The research onion put forward by Saunders, et (2019, page 180) will be used to help create a research design, the start of the outer layer which starting with the philosophies and peeling back the layers until the final layer which concludes with the data collection and analysis which will be discussed in the next chapter. 





3.4-Research Philosophy 

When carrying out a research process it is important to understand one of the key reasons for embarking on research is to help develop knowledge. As stated by Saunders (2019, page 130) ‘research philosophy refers to a system of beliefs and assumptions about the development of knowledge.’ 
When developing a research design, it is important to take into consideration the belief and assumptions and the research philosophies. However, prior to identifying the different philosophies it is essential to understand the differences between their assumptions; the three types of assumptions which are identified by Saunders et al (2019), include Ontology, Epistemology and axiology. 

Ontology can best be described as the study of what is already in existence, This definition can be supported by the Merriam-Webster (2013 cited in Killam, 2013,  page 7)  which described the term as ‘a particular theory about the nature of being or the kind of things that have existence’. Having carried out a vast amount of research prior to deciding to evaluation the professional perspective of the police and education system to help reduce young offenders, the researcher assumption on the matter is that more excessive partnership working needs to ne carried out, especially during the after-school period. Moreover, the researcher will be using the research to help identify whether additional people have a similar opinion. 
Epistemology is widely known as the ‘nature of knowledge’. To expand on the meaning of the term, it can also suggest the way in which it relates to the assumptions such as the truth and belief (Tolk, 2012, page 61). 
Epistemology also relates to the methods and the limitation of being able to gain a level of knowledge. Furthermore, epistemologies can be described as the number of different approaches that have been gathered for the appropriate approaches to gain knowledge; these approaches include positivism, constructivism and relativism (Tolk, 2012, page 61),
For this dissertation, the ‘truth and beliefs’ would be difficult to achieve , as the topic has a number of different opinions and errors, as a result the researcher is looking for objective research which is un-bias and honest. 

The final assumptions refers to axiology; which highlights the values and ethics, as the researcher of this dissertation, the choices faced include how much of my own values and beliefs to entail into the research design (Saunders, et al, 2019). Heron (1999) ‘argues, that our values are the guiding reason for all human action’. The researcher values the partnership work of the police service and the education system in using multiple methods to reduce youth crime. However, the beliefs are that there are still a number of approaches to explore to utilities the police and education system on young people. 

3.5 - Research Methodology  
An early practitioner in the field of methods and research; Lazarsfeld (1945, cited in Hunter & Brewer, 2016) states ‘A good methodological investigation is not concerned with what a science should be; it tries to clarify what a science is and how it obtains its results’.
The correct methodology is important in any research strategy to conduct research.
For this dissertation, the researcher Is aiming to gather both quantitative and 
 Qualitative data, this is due to the fact that quantitative data offers information which can be truly analysed; this is known as a mixed method approach. 

The philosophy which will be applied to this research is that of the Pragmatic approach; this approach can be praised for stepping away from a fixed ‘truth and reality of society’ and allows for multiple realities to solve issues in the ‘real world’ (Feilzer, 2010). This can have a positive impact on the researcher, as It allows for them to go into the research with an understanding of what they want to achieve. Whereas, other philosophies such as post-modernism and constructivism, which look at a certain method to carry out research (Flizer, 2010). 
The pragmatist approach starts with a problem, in the case of this research the problem is youth crime; the aim is to then gather information on solutions which can impact the future, this also supports the dissertation, as the researcher is aiming to gather information surrounding the improvement in using the police within the education system to help reduce youth crime. 

3.6 - Research Approach 
According to Saunders research onion (figure 4), there is two different types of approaches; these include inductive approach linked to qualitative research and, deductive approach for quantitative research (Saunders et al, 2019). 
The deduction approach looks at natural science and, has many important characteristics to help develop a theory. Furthermore, it is important to set a hypothesis, which will then be used to evaluate against the data and applied to an existing theory. This approach is widely known as a support in collecting quantitative research (Saunders et al, 2019). The approach can be applied to the research design as they will be using a questionnaire to achieve quantitative data.
The induction approach is an additional approach on developing a theory; the approach is used when collecting qualitative research such as interviews through analysis (Saunders et al, 2019). This would then be a step towards formulating a theory. Thus approach can be applied to the research as the researcher is using a mixed method questionnaire, the data will have qualitative data to analyse. 

3.7 - Strategy.
The research strategy is a part of the research design; where the researcher must decide which route to go down, whether this is carrying out surveys or pursuing an interview.
The strategy which the researcher has decided to use in the research is a survey strategy, this will go with the deductive approach to gain quantitative research. However, inductive will also be used (Saunders et al, 2016). The survey strategy is one of the most common strategies to gather a large quantity of data from a target population (Saunders et al, 2016). 

3.8 - Methodological Choice- Mixed-Method Approach 

The third layer of Saunders research onion is the methodological choice; 
The researcher has decided to use a Mixed Method approach when designing the questionnaire; this will result in hthe questionnaire achieving both quantitative and qualitative data. This is supported by Tashakkri and Teddlie (2003) who state ‘that multiple methods are useful if they provide better opportunities for you to answer your research question’. 
Qualitative research can be described as a broad term used for a wide range of techniques to collect data. The data which is collected for qualitative research include examining the experience of the subject (Hennik, Hutter & Bailey, 2020, pg 10).
The strengths of qualitative research are that the data tends to be natural, occurring event which can have a strong ‘real life’ effect. Geertz (1973 cited in Miles et al, 2018), suggests a strength of qualitative is the richness and the holiness of the data, which can reveal complexity, this can help create thick descriptions. 

On the other hand, Quantitative research can be described as a systematic investigation which can be formed from a range of methods such as; questionnaires, structured interviews and national statistics (Watson, 2015). 
The use of quantitative research allows a researcher to collect statistically  or numerical data from the population of a representative sample; the meaning of the term population in research, consists of a group which is being studied, the population size can be a range from narrow to broad as long as the subject fits the description for the research; the analysis of quantitative research can identify trends and relationship (Lowhorn, 2007).

3.9 - Surveys/ Questionnaires 
A questionnaire can be described as a multi-use technique as it can be used in a number of different situations and offers different ways to gather the information. The term questionnaire can be referred to as questions; which are achieved by the respondents  self-completion (Brace, 2008). 
There is a number of advantages with using questionnaires; firstly, it is an efficient way to collect data; this is due to the fact that a large number of questionnaires can be distributed at one time (Patten, 2014)
Carrying out a questionnaire can also be a useful tool with collecting information which can be seen as slightly sensitive; as questionnaire can be completely anonymous, this can result in the respondents being truthful and expressing their own opinions in their responses (Patten, 2014).
However, questionnaires can also have disadvantages; these includes the low response rate; the researcher will try to overcome this matter by approaching the professionals, and using questionnaires tools such as survey monkey, to share online. 
An additional disadvantage is that questionnaire only provide a ‘snapshot’ of an issue. This is due to the fact that responses tend to be a brief and limited response.
If the researcher was looking for in-depth information, an unstructured interview would have been applied to the research design (patten, 2014). 

3.10-Constructing the Questionnaire 
Firstly, when designing a questionnaire it is important to decide what data needs to be collects prior to data collection; this is due to the fact that a questionnaire must be precise but also must carry a form of reliability and validity. The researcher will also be carrying out the questionnaire anonymously, this will hopefully allow the respondents to answer correctly to produce a true and accurate picture of young offending. 
The questionnaire will be available online; as in the modern day the majority of people have access to the internet, it can also been accessed by people who are professional in their spare time; the use of social media where peers can pass on to the target population and the use of emails will be desirable.







3.11 - Time Horizons 

For this research design, the researcher does not intend to gather a vast amount of different information, moreover, the dissertation is after people’s opinions therefore, a cross-sectional studies (Saunders, et al ). Easterby-Smith et al (2008) states that cross-sectional studies are best suited to research methods such as surveys. 
Furthermore, a cross-sectional study, has a positive impact on the research as they can be conducted fairly quickly and efficiently (Setia, 2016). 
According to Saunders et al (2003) the desirable time for the completion of the questionnaires by the respondents is between two to six weeks. However, due to the time frame of carrying out a dissertation, the researcher will be aiming for a response from the target population between two to three weeks.

3.12 - Pilot Study 
A pilot study is best known for being the process to find out whether the researchers research design can be achieved, it is conducted on a smaller scale than the main research study; it can be effective in improving the quality of efficiency of the questions used (Junyong, 2017). 
A pilot study of the questionnaire will be carried out to make sure that the questions used are easily understood and can offered validity; it will also be identifying whether there are any difficulties with the use of the questions.



3.13 - Target Population
When carrying out research it is important to decide who will be the target population (Cox, 2008); as for this research the target population is going to be professional, by this the researcher will be aiming the research at civil servants such as police and teachers. By setting the target population it allows for the data to be generalised to those being the people who deal with both young people and young offending in this case (Cox, 2008).

3.14 - Data Collection and Data Analysis 
The final layer of Saunders research onion consists of data collection and data analysis, data collection will be undertaken as part of the dissertation, the data analysis will also be taken place to gain a deeper understanding of the results. 
As part of the dissertation the research will be conducting primary research to collect both quantitative and qualitative data. Primary data is commonly known as collecting new data for the purpose of a research design (Saunders et al, page 256). 
Furthermore, as part of the analysis; the researcher may use secondary research to support their findings; secondary research can be considered as information and sources of data which has been coll§ected and archived by someone else (Steward & Kamins,1993). The sources can be in the form of government publications, official statistics, books and journals (Stewart & Kamins,1993). 
Using secondary information to support the primary data can have a positive impact on the results as they can offer additional understanding to the questions. 





3.15 - Quantitative Data 

As part of the questionnaire there will be a selection of open-ended and close-ended questions for the respondents to answer, the use of both types of question will allow the researcher to gather different results (Turner, 2013). 
Closed-ended questions are simple to answer and on the other hand can be analysed in a mathematically approach in a timely manner. (Nardi, 2018). 
After the collection quantitative data, the analyse phase is important to carry out to show an trends and relationships within the figures; this can be achieved by plotting graphs or charts Saunders et al, 2003). 


3.16 - Qualitative Data

Furthermore, open-ended questions can be described as the questions which offer the respondents the chance to provide and construct their own thoughts and feelings into their response. Using a qualitative research method in a research design which tends to be used to collect quantitative data; it can help to build a rapport with the respondent as you can have a discussion; the use of qualitative research and allowing people to express their own thoughts and feelings on a subject can be a great advantage to a research design, It can increase the likelihood of a valid and true and accurate picture of the problems faced; in this case it would be to see whether the police are an effective tool in the education system to cut youth offending. 

When analysing qualitative data, the application of a theory can supports the effectiveness of the data. There are a number of different theories which can be applied, the theory which will be explained during the research analyse it the ‘similarity and contiguity theory’ (Flick, 2014); applying this theory to my qualitative data will help to stop any similar trends in the responses or any common features; for example, this could be respondents either agreeing or disagreeing with police officers in schools for certain reasons. 
This theory is supported by Maxwell and Miller (2008) which ‘referred to analytical strategies that focus on relationships of similarity as categorising strategies (Flick, 2014).
During the analyse of the questionnaire, the qualitative data will be categorised to help create a clear picture of the respondents thoughts and feelings.

3.17 - Ethical Consideration
When carrying out research the ethical considerations of the research need to be understood when collecting, analyse the data from individuals. The term ‘ethics’ can be described as ‘the appropriateness of your behaviour in relation to the rights of those who become the subject of your work. Or, are affected by it’ (Saunders et al, 2003, Page 183).  This is supported by Cooper and Schindler (2008) as they define the term ethics as the ‘norms or standards of behaviour that guide moral choices about our behaviour and our relationship with others’ (Saunders et al, 2003, page 183). 

Therefore, when considering ethics, the research must formulate questions which are not sensitive or harmful to an individual; the ethics can also relate to other part of the research design such as the collection and analyse of data and more importantly how to store the data during carrying out the research (Saunders, et al, 2003).  
Prior to c producing the research design and dissertation; an ethical form was produced and was sent to a committee to be approved for the researcher to move forward with the dissertation. 

Ethical issues which show as part of general research the privacy of the participants, the participant of the research should also be voluntary on the behalf of the participants. An important ethical consideration is the avoidance of harm to the participant; also known as ‘non-maleficence (Saunders et al, 2003). An example, consent must be given by the participant for the data to be used as part of the research; the inform the participant that their identity would be kept anomoyous at each stage. One of the main features to avoid when carrying out research is to support the participants to avoid any stress or anxiety to the participants (Saunders et al, 2003). 
To avoid any harm to the participants of the questionnaire, the questionnaire will need the approval from external influences to make sure the questions asked are correct and will not cause harm or trauma to the respondents. 

3.18 - Reliability and Validity 
The meaning of reliability can be referred to as ‘the score of an instrument that is stable and consistent (Creswell, 2005, cited in Mohamed et al, 2014); this is where if the data was to be repeated at a different period of time, the results should be fairly similar to when the research was conducted (Mohamed et al, 2014). 
On the other hand validity can be described as’ the individual scores of an instrument are meaningful and allow the researcher to draw good conclusions from the sample population, (Crewell, 2005, cited in Mohammed et al, 2014). As the researcher will be looking for validity in their research, the way to find out whether the questionnaire will measure validity is by carrying out the pilot study. Furthermore, reliability will be difficult to achieve as the questionnaire will be asking people their opinion on youth crime and the education system in today’s society; therefore if the questionnaire was repeated there could be a number of changed in peoples opinions dependant on the issues raised in society at the time. Of example, at the moment knife crimes and gangs are high in the agenda of large UK cities at the moment.

3.19 - Conclusion 
Overall, the method that the research will be using to collect primary data is a questionnaire; this is due to the fact that they can be distributed effectively and quickly. 
The questionnaires will be able to collect both quantitative and qualitative, this will be achieved by using both open-ended and closed-ended questions within the questionnaire. The date will later be analysed using a theory called ‘similarity and contiguity theory’ (Flick, 2014); applying this theory to my qualitative data will help to stop any similar trends in the responses or any common features. 
The next chapter of this dissertation will discuss the finding and analyse of the primary research. 
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4.1 – Introduction  

The previous chapter of this dissertation explored the methods and methodologies used to carry out primary research. Chapter four of this will be analysing the findings from the research. The findings will show trends and patterns which can either support or disagree with  the secondary research in Chapter two, or on the other hand can show that the ever-developing youth crimes needs extensive research to develop a partnership between the police service and education system to help reduce youth crimes. 

4.2- Aims and Objectives 
As stated in the previous chapters the overall aim of this dissertation is to gain a ‘professional perspective on the support from the police in the education system to reduce young people from committing crime’ 
This chapter will achieve the objective to ‘consider and analyse why young people feel unprotected in today’s society; and identify the reasons for the increase in this age group carrying sharp objects’. 

4..3- The results
The researcher carried out a questionnaire to achieve both quantitative and qualitative data, also known as a mixed method approach. The questionnaire entailed 15 questions with the use of both open and closed-ended questions, to ensure the respondent were engaged at all times.  Furthermore, the researcher published the research on social media and through personal contacts in the education system and youth justice.  The link to the questionnaire was active for 2 weeks, this allowed the researcher enough time to gather respondents. 

Overall, the research achieved 50 responses, this chapter will allow the researcher to code the questions together. It will code the questions into groups to offer the data to be presented clearly and will permit for the researcher to give reference to the literature review to compare findings. 

4.4- Demographics 
4.4.1 - Gender
The first three questions of the questionnaire can be considered as demographic questions. The term demographic is described as ‘particular characteristics of a population’ for example; gender, race, age and employment (Lee & Schuele, 2012). 
Question one explored the gender of the respondents. Overall, 69.4% of all respondents were female, with the remaining 30.6% being male; as shown in the graph below.
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Does a larger female proportion impact the research in a different manner compared to when there are an equal number of males and females in a research? 
When identifying any issues with an overrepresentation of females in the research, gender bias can be explored. This is due to the fact that additional researcher has found that women are underrepresented in high positions, authorities and in formal power (Tirmmers, et al 2010, cited in Besselaar & Sandstrom, 2015). 

When one gender is overrepresented in a research study compared to the other it can cause a ‘gender imbalance’ (Dickinson, Adelson & Owen, 2012). Since the research has been completed; a way in which the researcher could have improved the research is by using different techniques to gather a response from the male population; as a number of the researcher personal contacts were women. However, the questions used in the research, were not impacted by gender. The overall aim of the research was to gain a personal opinion on youth crime. 

4.4.2 – Age Range 
The Second question entails the age range of the respondent, these was spilt into seven different categories; the youngest age to participant due to ethical issues and constant purposed were 18-24 year olds; this age range made up 38 percent of participant, this can be due to the fact that the researcher has used personal contacts and social media. However, on the other hand the second largest proportion was the 45 to 54 year olds, this accounted for 22 percent of responses, the questionnaire was forwarded to a number of lectures and teacher in colleges across wales. This can benefit the data, as there are a number of different age ranges which can offered a wide range of opinion on the serious questions in the questionnaire. 

4.4.3 - Employment
The final demographic question posed in the questionnaire; was asking the participants their current occupation; to gain a professional perspective the researcher wanted to gain a representative sample of those in full time employment, part time employment or retired. Overall, 56 percent of the participants at the time of completing the questionnaire were in full- time employment, with 24 percent in part time employment. Overall, 80 percent of participants were employed, with 6 percent in their retirement. Furthermore, the final 14 percent were unemployed. The graph which shows the data from question three can be found in Appendix four.

4.5 – Is Youth Crime a growing concern?
The fourth question asked the participant a closed-ended question, this is due to the fact that the researcher did not want to start with the long open-ended questions; due to the time it can take to write and wanted to keep the participants interacted. 
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The graph above shows the results of the fourth question, which asked whether the participants believed that youth crime is a growing concern today. The results show that 92 percent of participants believe that youth crime is a growing concern. When analysing the data, it would be easy to suggest that youth crime must be on the increase. However, when compared to the national statistics, they suggest that youth crime are overall on the decrease (Ministry of Justice, 2022); this can be supported with the official statistics that suggest that during the year ending march 2021 first time entries had declined by 20 percent of the previous year (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
Furthermore, many of the respondents could be influences by external influences such as the media. For example, it has been stated that children growing up today can be labelled as deviant or troublesome by carrying out acts that were once seen as ‘normal and ‘part of growing up’ (Jewkes, 2015, page 116). 
 Additionally, the media can have an impact on many people’s opinions on youth crime, as through the decades they labelled young people as folk devils in the 1960’s.During the 1990’s and early 20’s there was regularly reports of young people committed serious crimes, for example; the branding of two ten year old boys as ‘evil monsters’ for the murder of James Bulger (Jewkes, 2015, page 116). 






4.6- Youth crime 
During this section of the chapter the researcher will be coding the questions which are suitable to be linked to the education system. 
Question six asked the participants what age range they believe are more likely to be a victim of knife crime; the questionnaire offered a multiple choice; the three options included 11-14, 15-19 and, 20-24. The graph below shows the 50 responses; 
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Overall, 78 percent of participants believed that the age range 15 to 19 year-olds were more likely to become victims of knife crime; compared with just 18 percent believing it was 20 to 24 year olds. Finally, only 4 percent believe that the age range 11 to 14 are more likely to be victims. This question can be linked back to chapter two, where the research found that children under the age of 16 were more likely to become victims of knife crime (Mayor, 2016). The secondary evidence suggests that people under 16 are more likely to be stabbed walking home from school compared to any other age range. 



4.6.1- The dangers of walking home from school
The researcher posed the question to the participants; this is where question seven asked the participants whether they knew that ‘statistically, a young person is more likely to be stabbed walking home from school?’. 
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The graph above shows that 53 percent of participants where unfamiliar with this statistic. Therefore, can be more carried out to identify the dangers of children being unsupervised walking home from school. For example; could the local councils work with the education system to run free school transport for children over the age of 8; and living within three miles of the school. 
At this current period of time, school pupils who live under 3 miles from their schools, either have to pay a fee to use school transport or; must use additional mode of transport such as walking (Childcare and Parenting, 2022). All children should be safe when walking to and from school, no matter how close they live. The schools and the local councils should work in partnership to identify whether it is in the student best interests to run free school transport. 
The second part to the question was in question eight which asked for an explanation on whether school could do more to prevent stabbing from occurring when walking to and from school, or whether it was a police problem, when analysing the data, it has found that the majority of people believe it is both an issue for the education system and the police service; as the education system should have a responsibility to protect the pupils and educating children on real life issues, and the police should have more footfall on the grounds being used as an deterrent. 

On the other hand, 10 percent of respondents suggested that the issues are not in fact down to the schools or the police but the parents. This can be linked back to evidence found in the literature review surrounding ‘blaming the parent’. 
It has been suggested by McLaughlin & Muncie (2013, page 144), that children which come from a single parent family and tend to grow up without a father figure, tend to be reckless and ‘run free’, and it turn are more likely to commit criminal activity. 
Furthermore, one respondent believes is a non-partisan issue; their full response is as followed:
 ‘I believe it is a non-partisan issue. Local police and school boards should work in collaboration to mitigate the risks of knife crime and to safeguard pupils from the moment they leave home in the morning, to go to school, to the moment they return, safeguarding in the education system should be a main priority.’ 





4.7- The Education System 
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Description automatically generated]For this section of chapter four, the researcher has grouped together all the questions which include the education system. Firstly, question five, asked the respondents ‘in their own opinion, do you feel that the education system should be teaching children the dangers of criminal activities’. 












The researcher has grouped the commonly used responses into the diagram above, the most common answer from the respondents was the word ‘Yes’, followed by the term ‘definitely’ and then ‘absolutely’. Overall, 100 percent of the respondents believe that there should be a form of lesson in the education system on the dangers of criminal activities. As a result of carrying out a lesson, it could benefit the children as it would give an insight into what could happen if faced with the criminal justice system. Additionally, information regarding the youth justice board could also be an advantage for young people; as they are the non-departmental organisation that overlooks the youth justice system (Youth Justice Board,2022). 


Moreover, it is not just about classroom learning from teachers to pupils, it can also involve police officers being guest speakers. Question ten in the questionnaire asked whether the respondents had ‘heard of the worked carried out by the Welsh Police Forces to help reduce youth crime in Wales’ 
The graph in appendix five shows the response of 48 out of 50 respondents, overall 28 percent have not heard of the work carried out by the Welsh Police Forces. This can be seen as a negative in terms of; if children and teachers are not liaising with parents or other professionals, as a result the effect the speeches and classroom discussions with police officers have with the children could be unsatisfactory, and not teaching children the consequences of criminal activity. On the other hand, when looking into the work carried out by South Wales Police Service in the education system, with regards to the ‘Police School Programme’, the welsh government and police service investing £2 million into the programme (South Wales Police, 2022).  The aim of the programme is to overall reduce the rate of young offending (South Wales Police, 2022). 
However, although it could be said that the programme and all other methods of reducing youth crime are working. We must take into account that the corona-virus pandemic has had an impact on the low levels of youth crime. According to Webster (2022) due to the restrictions in place, courts were unable to proceed with hearing, leaving long delays with a number of trails. It is believed that next years statistics will also not be a true and accurate picture of society, due to having to ‘catch up’ (Webster, 2022).




4.7.1- Police Liaison Officer
Question 13 of the questionnaire asked the respondents if they thought ‘having a police liaison officer can act like a deterrent in schools?’ the results shown in appendix six, found that 40 percent of participants believed that a police liaison officer can act as a deterrent in helping to reduce youth crime, this is supported by the research carried out by Dyfed Powys Police; the research saw many opinions arise of the work carried out by the police liaison officers, which includes;
 
“I think an early education programme of awareness and dealing with a variety of threatening situations is extremely important in today’s society’ (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022).

Additionally, an estimated 20 percent of participants believed that the use of a Police Liaison Officer would not act as a deterrent within larger school such as, comprehensive schools. Furthermore, the remaining 40 percent of participants believed that can be useful in certain situations, but other forms of deterrent are available. For example, one participant states 

“The presence of a police liaison officer would reduce this risk, however there are many other deterrents that would also be effective. E.g the presence of an officer at the end of the school day, Security at all gates for the schools”.

  This can lead onto question nine regarding security within the education system. 


4.7.2- Security 
As stated above; question nine investigates whether there should be more security when entering a school premises, the results show 80 percent of respondents believe that there should be an increase in security; the graph below shows the following results. 






When the researcher explored the use of security gates in the education system in the United Kingdom; there is little evidence to suggest the use of them. However; this could be due to the fact that local authorities do not want the public to understand the procedures of trying to reduce knife crime. The only evidence found was carried out by the BBC (2010) which briefly states that under the ‘Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006’, secondary schools and further education premisses, can have the authority to search pupils for weapons. On the contrary, this can be seen as an unreliable source. 

Additionally, in countries such as New Zealand, the partnership work between the education system and the police is discussed openly including; the use of security guards and other security methods within schools (New Zealand Police, 2022). For example, the issue of young people stealing item’s such as bikes from school premisses become an issues dealt with by the New Zealand Police force, teachers and parents. This can be linked back to question 8, where many responses identified that youth crime is a problem for the police, education and parents. The partnership worked together to gather prevention techniques such as security; where local officer carried out patrols on foot prior to the beginning of school, and after school (New Zealand Police, 2022). 
This shows that an increase in police presence in the education system can act as a deterrent for young people committing crime. 

Furthermore, in the United Kingdom the reduction of police officers since 2010 has seen less officers patrolling the streets on foot. This could have a knock-on effect on how young people can feel protected when walking to and from school. Question 12 asked the respondents whether they thought that ‘young people carry sharp objects to protect themselves’, the findings are shown in appendix seven.
All 50 participants responded to the question where 55 percent of people believed that young people do carry sharp objects and weapons as a form of protect; some have expanded on their response explaining that they think it is because young people feel unsafe in society, due to gangs and an increase in violence on the streets.
 Whereas, 15 percent asked the question saying ‘no’. 
Finally, 30 percent of people explored the possibilities that it can be a range of reasons from;
 ‘showing off to their friends’, ‘accessory for social status’, 

finally, an expanded explanation with a mixed review on the opinion; 

‘it is too vast a generalisation to make. I think many will use that as an excuse when surveyed or caught carrying sharp objects, and I have no doubt that some believe what they are saying. Others may be carrying sharp objects to impress peers or because they have been conditioned to believe that it makes them tougher or more masculine’.

A report carried out by the UK Government and charity ‘Barnardos’ (2019) surrounding ‘knife crime and young people’s perspective' found that many young people carried knives as a form of protection; this is supported by the research which interviewed a young person who said;

“I don’t feel protected; when I’m out I don’t feel protected. Nothing’s protecting me, if someone came up to me and started fighting me, what am I going to do?” (Jones et al, 2019). 

A young person who felt strongly about the issue of knife crimes was Ben Kinsella. Unfortunately, he was stabbed to death in 2008, from a mis-identity (Ben Kinsella Trust, 2022). Question 11 asked the participants if they have heard of Ben’s law?
The graph below shows that only 32 percent of the respondents have heard of the law, compared to 68 percent who have not. This can be seen in the graph below.
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Prior to his murder, ben raised his concern by writing a letter to the Prime Minister calling for the government to carry out prevention methods to tackle knife crime. However, his family have campaign for a change in the law; this has had an effect on the sentencing length (Ben Kinsella Trust, 2022). The campaign had an impact on changing the mandatory life sentencing for a murder carried out with a sharp object from 15 years to 25 years (Ben Kinsella Trust, 2022). 
This can be seen as a step in the right direction in terms of sentencing and knife crime. On the other hand, it should not take for a family to lose a son and campaign tirelessly for the government to consider the issues regarding young people. 

4.8 The Criminal Justice System 
Prior to analysing question 14 it is important to understand the reasoning behind why the researchers decided to ask the question, when a young person commits a crime it can have an impact on their future, this can be a positive or negative way. Therefore, question 14 asked the participants ‘in their opinion, do they feel that a child should be punished in an education system setting rather than going through the Criminal Justice System?’
For this question there was overall 49 responses; there were a range of different opinion on this topic; including the use of rehabilitation in the education system for first time young offenders. However, there were lot of participants against the idea of punishing children in the education system, has it could give other pupils a negative experience in a school setting; the data can be shown in appendix eight.
 
Furthermore, a partnership between the education system and the youth offending team should be working together to prevent children from committing crimes; on the contrary if a young person commits a crime they will be supported by the youth offending team. Therefore, allowing for the children to build a rapport with the youth offending team can act as a prevention technique.
Although, there is little research to suggest whether young offenders should be punished in an education system to protect their futures. However, the Howard League Charity was set up to reduce youth arrests in both England and Wales, the overall aim of the charity is to carry out research and implemented into young offenders (Howard League, 2018). Firstly, research suggests that the less contact that a young person has with the Criminal Justice System and the Police service, the less likely they are to commit to a criminal pathway in their adult years (Howard League, 2018). 

The final question of the questionnaire asked the participants their own opinion; on the partnership work carried out by the Police service and the Education System. The graph below shows people overall findings;


 60 percent of respondents felt that the partnership between the police services and the education system is a positive result for young people with supporting and learning of the consequences of criminal activity. For example, one respondent states; 

‘I believe that if executed properly, with careful consideration of all relevant factors in a multivariate analysis, a partnership between the two bodies would be definitively beneficial to the safety and security of our youth’. 
 
Whereas on the other hand, 30 percent feel that the partnership between the police and the education system can be seen has a negative relationship; respondents have suggested that due to the lack of Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) and policing staff can have an impact on how much support they can give to the education system. 

The final 10 percent, had an neutral opinion on the partnership between the Police and the education section; as the majority of neutral opinions were unsure whether the partnership is effective in reducing youth crime; this is due to the fact there is little evidence and lack of public knowledge on how to tackle the issue.

4.9- conclusion 
To summaries this chapter; the data collected from the questionnaire has offered the researcher with knowledge and understanding on a professional perspective on a police presence in the education system. 
Overall, the 50 respondents answered 100 percent of all the questions, this can support the evidence. Furthermore, the questionnaire offers a range of both quantitative and qualitative data. This allows for statistical and literacy research.
The questionnaire has highlighted that the government statistics show a decrease in youth crime in the previous years. However, this is due to the corona-virus pandemic restricting the movement of members of society. However, 92 percent of respondents believe that youth crime is a growing concern in society. 
Additionally, when investigating the work carried out by both Dyfed Powys Police Service and South Wales Police to reduce youth crime, the evidence showed that those who understood the work regarded it has a step in the right direction to reduce youth crime. 
However, there were a number of respondents which were unfamiliar with the work carried out by the welsh police forces. Therefore, more assistant by both the education system and the police could help develop the work carried out to inform pupils and their parents of the risks of youth crime.
Furthermore, statistics show that children are more likely to be stabbed walking to and from school; the questionnaire identified that the statistics are not being made publicly aware; with only 42 percent of respondents being aware of this. The local authorities could be discussing approaches to reduce the risk; such as a free school bus for those who live in a three- mile radius of the schools. The police service could also impact the risk by increasing the footfall of police officer and PCSO’s around school areas.

A final thought on this chapter is the recommendations put forward by the researcher.
The researcher believes there should be more research or published reported surrounding the security in the education system; due to the increase in sharp object crimes in recent years, the use of metal detector gates and security guards on school permissions could be beneficial to pupils and teachers. However, when trying to highlight the issues the reports only suggest that the increase in CCTV security systems are predominantly used. 
The second recommendation for this research would be to gather an equal response from the different genders; this could give an overall true and accurate picture; have equal genders responses can support the questionnaire, as females tend to show compassion toward children, whereas males tend to offer their own opinion which can be developed by the media or by their own experiences. 
 



















Chapter 5- Conclusion


5.1- Introduction

The final chapter of this dissertation will allow the researcher to summaries and draw a conclusion on their findings and the secondary data collected. 
It will also allow the researcher to explore the aims and objectives from the introduction; to evaluate whether they have been met through-out the dissertation. 

This chapter will also explore recommendations for future researcher; this is where the researcher has found any gaps in the researcher which has previously been conducted.
To briefly discuss the recommendations;

1.  It is difficult to understand the true scale of youth crime in the United Kingdom due to areas such as Greater Manchester who do not publish their statistics. 
2. Secondly, there is little research surrounding the use of security gates and guards in secondary schools in the United Kingdom
3. Current literature suggests that the rate of youth crime and knife crime is decreasing. However, this could be due to the corona-virus pandemic and should still be taken seriously. 
4. During the primary research, the research found that a few professionals understood the work carried out by Welsh Police Forces, in relation to their partnership work with the education system to reduce youth crime. A recommendation would be to publicly address the issues; and allow parents to get involved in teaching young people the dangers of criminal activity. 
5.2- Primary Research
The Overall aim of the dissertation was to gather a ‘professional perspective on a Police presence in the education system to reduce Youth Crime’. 
The Researcher carried out an online questionnaire, there where 50 participant which took part in the research.  When asked if they believed that ‘youth crime is a growing concern in society today?’ 92 percent of participants agreed that youth crime is still a problem. This evidence contradicts that found in the National Statistics; that found during the year ending March 2020, youth crime offences had decreased to 58,939 offences taking place in year, this is excluding those committed in Greater Manchester (Ministry of Justice, 2021). 
Overall, the primary research carried out by the researcher can be seen as beneficial; as it allows the researcher to gather a professional perspective; as 56 percent of respondents were in full time employment, 6 percent were in retirement and 24 percent were in part time employment. 
Furthermore, an area which can be scrunitised is the security when entering a school premises. As according to Farrell, Laycock and Tilley (2019) the reason for the decrease in youth offending is due to the increase in security. However, when asked in the questionnaire whether there ‘should be more security when entering a school premises?’ 
80 percent of respondents agreed that there needs to be more. 






5.3- Objectives 
5.3.1 -Objective; To explore, consider and examine the National Statistics and highlight any trends in the data.
This objective was achieved by using national statistics which are reliable and other sources such as Unison to support or disagree with the government findings. 
As previously stated above the official statistics from March 2020 show an overall decrease in youth offending with only 58,939 children being arrested for committed a crime (Ministry of Justice, 2021). If this figured is compared with ten years prior in 2010, there is a large decrease; as there was 106,969 offences committed by young people.
 However, is the decrease in crime due to there being less police officers and staff on the streets tackling the issues therefore, youth crime is being ignored. This can be due to the fact that since 2012, 3350 Police Community Support Officer roles were put on the line; leaving those who were able to fulfil the role feeling stretched and unsupported (Unison, 2016). 

5.3.2- Objective- To consider and analyse why young people feel unprotected in today’s society; and identify the reasons for the increase in this age group carrying sharp objects

For this objective the researcher investigated whether crimes such as knife crime were becoming increasingly common with young people.  A study carried out by Allen and Harding (2021) found that there is an increase in sharp objects being taken into school premises. This could be due to the fact that evidence suggested that during the period of three years between March 2010 and March 2013; there was an increase in gangs and knife crime (Allen and Harding, 2021). Therefore, young people could be carrying a sharp object has a form of protection. The researcher asked the participants whether they ‘thought that young people carry sharp objects to protect themselves?’ Over 55 percent of respondents believed this was the case as young people tend to feel unsafe and unprotected in society. This feeling could be eased by allowing more officers to patrol the streets. 

5.3.3-Objective: To analyse secondary research on solutions such as Police Liaison Officers and additional measure to reduce youth crime.
To complete this objective the researcher used two local police forces being; Dyfed Powys Police and South Wales Police to identify whether they carry out partnership work with the education system. 
Firstly, Dyfed Powys Police have a School Police Liaison Officer in the education system to work closely with troubled children and support them through the education system. The Police work with the local authorities to set a strategy and to gather knowledge to make a positive impact to a child in allowing for a change in behaviour and attitude, in which will allow the child to develop personal skills (Dyfed Powys Police, 2022). 

When compared to the work carried out by South Wales Police Service; they carry out safeguarding programmes to support children in the education system. The programme has been produced by both the police service and the education system; to educate children and young people on the importance and risks to not only their health and wellbeing but also that of others; this can include online threats, substance abuse and other crimes such as knife crime (South Wales Police, 2022). 
Both police officer have used different approaches to tackle the risk of knife crime and young offending and are working tirelessly to improve the safety of children; whilst Dyfed Powys are working with those who are at risk of going thought the Criminal Justice System; South Wales Police are supporting all pupils and teacher in their region. 

5.3.4- Objective: To collect primary research to identify any issues surrounding youth offending, and to highlight any solutions which can be used to tackle the issue.

This objective was achieved by carrying out primary research into professional perspectives of the methods used to reduce youth crime.
During the questionnaire, the researcher posed the question whether the participants ‘have heard of the work carried out by the Welsh Police Forces to help reduce youth crime in Wales?’ the work is the two programmes which have been summaries above. The response to the question was that 28 percent of participant had not heard of the work carried out. As a result of this; is there enough being done by the police forces and the education system to support youth offending.
The final question asked the participant on the partnership between the Police and the Education System; this allowed to gain the professional perspective which the researcher required. This found that 60 percent of the respondents opinions were positive, as the quote state below; 

‘I believe that if executed properly, with careful consideration of all relevant factors in a multivariate analysis, a partnership between the two bodies would be definitively beneficial to the safety and security of our youth’. 
 
On the other hand, 30 percent feel that the partnership between the police and the education system can be seen has a negative relationship; this is due to the lack of police staff patrolling the streets. The final 10 percent of respondents had a neutral opinion on the partnership between the Police and the education section.
This shows that more support is require by the police service to help the education system; such as by increasing the footfall of police officers outside of a school premises. However, the positives of the programmes can be praised for their support and education young people of criminal activity.

5.4 Recommendation 

1. It is difficult to understand the true scale of youth crime in the United Kingdom due to areas such as Greater Manchester who do not publish their statistics. The national statistics offer an insight into the issue. However, the decrease in 2020/2021; does not show a true representation of what is occurring in society. A recommendation would be to investigation any issues which could be identified within the area to help develop a true and accurate picture. 

2. Secondly, there is little research surrounding the use of security gates and guards in secondary schools in the United Kingdom. The use of security gates and guards is on the increase; however, there is little evidence suggesting this is the case. A recommendation is to offer more research into security in the education is necessary, to determine whether it can help make staff and pupils feel safe in the premises. 


3. Current literature suggests that the rate of youth crime and knife crime is decreasing. However, this could be due to the corona-virus pandemic and should still be taken seriously. The government have suggested increasing the policing sector by recruiting an additional 20,000 police officer and support staff. A recommendation would be to allow more officer to patrol the streets; this could help build a rapport with young people; to help solve the issues which are currently taking place. which include young people not feeling safe and protected. 

4. During the primary research, the research found that a few professionals understood the work carried out by Welsh Police Forces, in relation to their partnership work with the education system to reduce youth crime. A recommendation would be to publicly address the issues; and allow parents to get involved in teaching young people the dangers of criminal activity. 

5.5- Final Thoughts 
Youth Offending is an issue that has been taking place in society for a number of decades. However, in the ever-developing world it is difficult to keep up with the new style of crime taking place. Literature shows that although youth offending is on a decrease; young people are feeling unsafe on the streets. As it has been suggested that a young person is likely to be stabbed walking to and from school; a place they go to better themselves and their future. However, research carried out into the Welsh Police Forces have shown there is significant funding being introduced to support, education and protect not only young people but, teachers and staff on school premises. The introduction of police liaison officers and police programmes are a step in the right direction. However, as suggested previously the lack of police officer patrolling the streets, this could be a factor in the reduction in youth crime.
Therefore, an increase of police officer both in the education system and on the streets could help reduce youth crime and solve problems which are currently taking place such as the increase in sharp objects being taken onto school premises. 
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Appendix One: Research Onion (Saunder et al, 2016)
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Appendix Two; Arrest Levels (Howard League, 2018)
	Police force 
	2010 
	2011 
	2012 
	2013 
	2014 
	2015 
	2016 
	2017 

	Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
	7,255 
	5,608 
	4,321 
	2,929 
	2,342 
	1,767 
	1,533 
	1,342 

	Bedfordshire Police 
	1,853 
	1,692 
	1,770 
	1,390 
	1,290 
	1,175 
	1,085 
	943 

	British Transport Police 
	* 
	* 
	2,077 
	1,645 
	1,336 
	1,014 
	130** 
	865 

	Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
	3,440 
	2,099 
	1,473 
	1,067 
	1,060 
	979 
	1,013 
	821 

	Cheshire Police 
	1,870 
	1,904 
	1,508 
	1,269 
	1,266 
	1,292 
	1,187 
	1,025 

	City of London Police 
	273 
	192 
	136 
	122 
	77 
	80 
	51 
	140 

	Cleveland Police 
	4,367 
	3,368 
	2,407 
	1,862 
	1,527 
	1,358 
	1,206 
	936 

	Cumbria Constabulary 
	1,274 
	1,864 
	1,263 
	1,125 
	1,073 
	1,034 
	900 
	554 

	Derbyshire Constabulary 
	4,194 
	3,938 
	* 
	1,930 
	1,840 
	1,573 
	797*** 
	1,038 

	Devon and Cornwall Police 
	4,132 
	3,363 
	2,398 
	1,431 
	1,470 
	1,297 
	994 
	895 

	Dorset Police 
	2,310 
	1,053 
	1,252 
	815 
	770 
	916 
	447 
	459 

	Durham Constabulary 
	3,658 
	2,841 
	1,767 
	1,445 
	1,493 
	1,193 
	1,157 
	1,009 

	Dyfed Powys Police 
	2,307 
	1,643 
	1,584 
	1,165 
	687 
	625 
	501 
	341 

	Essex Police 
	7,739 
	5,870 
	4,237 
	3,931 
	3,718 
	2,635 
	2,588 
	1,923 

	Gloucestershire Constabulary 
	1,516 
	1,412 
	1,268 
	920 
	861 
	725 
	663 
	649 

	Greater Manchester Police 
	* 
	10,903 
	7,807 
	6,144 
	5,969 
	4,587 
	3,714 
	3,197 

	Gwent Police 
	2,503 
	2,163 
	1,698 
	1,569 
	980 
	1,172 
	930 
	747 

	Hampshire Constabulary 
	8,267 
	6,533 
	5,091 
	6,058 
	3,192 
	2,295 
	1,711**** 
	3,960 

	Hertfordshire Constabulary 
	3,948 
	1,809 
	2,478 
	1,776 
	1,753 
	1,632 
	1,558 
	1,480 

	Humberside Police 
	5,751 
	2,067 
	2,732 
	2,008 
	1,460 
	1,300 
	1,409 
	1,385 

	Kent Police 
	7,505 
	6,409 
	4,412 
	4,602 
	3,752 
	2,976 
	2,900 
	2,683 

	Lancashire Constabulary 
	9,779 
	5,476 
	4,158 
	3,201 
	2,887 
	3,074 
	2,775 
	1,893 

	Leicestershire Police 
	3,322 
	2,685 
	2,252 
	1,670 
	1,553 
	1,103 
	806 
	1,129 

	Lincolnshire Police 
	* 
	1,911 
	1,290 
	1,027 
	990 
	1,117 
	913 
	779 

	Merseyside Police 
	10,197 
	8,421 
	6,213 
	5,066 
	5,295 
	3,273 
	2,570 
	2,336 

	Metropolitan Police 
	46,079 
	39,901 
	30,155 
	26,442 
	23,402 
	22,328 
	20,387 
	17,672 

	Norfolk Constabulary 
	2,510 
	2,201 
	1,316 
	1,384 
	1,561 
	1,602 
	1,261 
	1,083 

	North Wales Police 
	3,420 
	2,596 
	2,022 
	1,780 
	1,554 
	1,577 
	1,532 
	1,040 

	North Yorkshire Police 
	4,525 
	3,644 
	1,152 
	1,556 
	1,445 
	1,317 
	1,291 
	1,034 

	Northamptonshire Police 
	2,594 
	2,177 
	1,660 
	1,289 
	1,270 
	1,115 
	885 
	880 

	Northumbria Police 
	11,407 
	9,280 
	6,983 
	5,990 
	5,280 
	3,829 
	2,838 
	2,440 

	Nottinghamshire Police 
	5,743 
	4,640 
	2,989 
	2,189 
	2,319 
	1,840 
	1,466 
	1,466 

	outh Wales Police 
	5,659 
	2,551 
	3,166 
	3,245 
	2,978 
	2,854 
	2,499 
	1,820 

	South Yorkshire Police 
	6,235 
	5,094 
	3,344 
	2,693 
	2,285 
	1,812 
	1,396 
	1,302***** 

	Staffordshire Police 
	4,163 
	3,316 
	2,491 
	1,741 
	1,418 
	1,808 
	1,350 
	1,081 

	Suffolk Constabulary 
	3,716 
	1,684 
	1,388 
	1,118 
	1,030 
	1,011 
	858 
	903 

	Surrey Police 
	1,955 
	1,974 
	1,483 
	1,524 
	1,624 
	1,338 
	889 
	730 

	Sussex Police 
	5,779 
	4,564 
	4,423 
	4,018 
	3,220 
	2,679 
	2,185 
	1,893 

	Thames Valley Police 
	8,012 
	6,539 
	2,531*** 
	3,808 
	3,225 
	2,872 
	2,446 
	2,482 

	Warwickshire Police 
	1,419 
	1,050 
	673 
	623 
	563 
	619 
	597 
	447 

	West Mercia Police 
	5,491 
	3,442 
	2,664 
	1,758 
	1,418 
	1,354 
	1,247 
	805 

	West Midlands Police 
	14,387 
	10,487 
	7,484 
	7,123 
	5,803 
	5,438 
	5,244 
	4,674 

	West Yorkshire Police 
	12,947 
	10,600 
	7,492 
	6,148 
	5,417 
	5,045 
	4,663 
	3,953 

	Wiltshire Police 
	2,262 
	1,997 
	1,054 
	1,122 
	991 
	1,048 
	953 
	778 

	TOTAL 
	245,763 
	202,961 
	150,062 
	131,718 
	115,444 
	101,678 
	87,525 
	79,012 
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Questionnaire

Questionnaire 

1. What do you identify yourself as?

· Male

· Female

· Prefer not to say

2. How old are you?

· 18-24

· 25-34

· 35-44

· 45-54

· 54-65

· Over 65

3. What is your current occupation?

· Full time employment 

· Part time employment 

· Unemployed 

· Retired 

4. Do you believe that young offending is a growing concern in society today?

· Yes 

· No

5. In your own opinion, do you feel that the education system should be teaching children the dangers of criminal activities?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. What age range do you think are more likely to be victims of knife crime?
 
· 11-14 

· 15-18 

· 19-25 


7. Did you know statically, a young person is more likely to be stabbed walking home from school?

· Yes

· No

8. Do you think schools can do more to prevent this or, is it a police problem? Please explain your answer
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Should there be more security when entering a school premises?

· Yes

· No 

10. Have you heard of the work carried out by the Welsh Police forces to help reduce youth crime in Wales? Do you think it is an effective measure?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Have you heard of Ben’s Law?

· Yes 

· No 

12. Do you think young people carry sharp objects to protect themselves?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


13. Do you think having a police liaison officer in schools can act like a deterrent in schools?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


14. In your opinion, do you feel that a child should be punished in a education setting rather than going through the Criminal Justice System? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What is your opinion on a partnership between the education system and the police service? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







































9. Should there be more security when entering a school premises?	
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Figure 1.3: Trends in arrests of children for notifiable offences, England and Wales, years ending
March 2011 to 2021
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1.  What do you identify yourself as?
49 responses

® Male
@ Female
@ Prefer not to say
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4. Do you believe that youth crime is a growing concern in society today?
50 responses
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® No
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6. What age range do you think are more likely to be victims of knife crime?
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11. Have you heard of Ben's Law?
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15. What is your opinion on a partnership between
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Figure 5. Prevalence of knife carrying, 10 to 15 year olds and 16 to 29 year olds, year ending March 2012 to year
ending March 2016 Crime Survey for England and Wales.
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3. What is your current occupation?
50 responses
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10. Have you heard of the work carried out by the Welsh Police forces to help reduce youth crime in
Wales? Do you think it is an effective measure?
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13. Do you think having a police liaison officer can act like a deterrent in schools?
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No
Yes | think it would
Itmay help but not 100%

Yes as there w be someone to educate kids from an early age about knife crime and knife culture in
this country

N/A

Maybe,, | hope so

Not a deterrent but a positive face on something teens see as a less than positive establishment
No. Pupils have no respect for the police anymore.

100%
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14. In your opinion, do you feel that a child should be punished in a education setting rather
than going through the Criminal Justice System?

49 responses

Dependant on the severity of the crime

Maybe (depends on circumstance)

No, there would be a clear division between school and criminal justice system
Probably both, maybe an education can stop them re offending

Punishment should fit the crime. Commit an “adult’ crime, receive an adult punishment.

These kids know exactly what they're doing, having a telling off in school is not the way to handle the
situation

Will depend on the seriousness of the crime

I believe that an ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure. In that sense, educating young
people of the penalties and consequences of their actions should be the main goal, however if they
should choose to break the law anyway, the criminal justice system is more adept at dealing with the
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