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	SCHOOL OF APPLIED COMPUTING 

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL STAFF STUDENT MEETING HELD AT 3.00 PM ON WEDNESDAY, 
20 APRIL 2016 IN MH314, MOUNT PLEASANT CAMPUS, SWANSEA 




PRESENT:  	Professor Ian Wells	Chair/Head of School 

	Mr Tim Bashford	Lecturer
	Dr John Rees	Senior Lecturer
	Mr Gareth Jones	PD Electronics
	Dr Glenn Jenkins	Lecturer
	Mr Gordon Dickers	Senior Lecturer
	Ms Sue Maw	Senior Lecturer
	Ms Gaynor Thomas	Senior Lecturer
	Ms Beverley Holland	Senior Lecturer
	Mr Mike Vanstone	Senior Lecturer 
	Mr James Williams	Senior Lecturer

	Ms Suzanne Taylor	Library Representative
	
	Student Representatives
	
	Mircea Radu Serban Dobrau	Y1 BSc Hons Web Development
	Sam Mounter		Y1 BSc Hons Computer Graphics & Visualisation
	Cerys Nickels	Y1 BSc Hons Software Engineering
	Kieran Hawkins	Y1 BSc Mobile Computing
	Evan Smith	Y1 BSc Hons Computer Games Development
	Luke Rees	Y2 HND Business IT
	Daniel Tucker	Y2 HND Web Development
	Rhys Richards	Y2 BSc/HND Games Development
	Kazuaki Ieuan Roach	Y3 BSc Hons Software Engineering
	Mabrouka Abuhmida	PhD Representative

IN ATTENDANCE:  	Mrs Sue Williams 	Servicing Officer

	
Minute

	
Main Discussion Points
	
Action Points
	
Timescale

	UNRESERVED MATTERS

	
15.20
Welcome and Apologies

	
The Chair welcomed attendees and outlined the purpose of the meeting.  

Apologies for absence were RECEIVED from Dr Carlene Campbell and 
Ms Sheila Rawlings.  It was noted that as a Visit Day was taking place, many staff were involved in running taster sessions and were unable to attend.

Various student representatives had also sent apologies, as they were also involved in the Visit Day.

	
	

	
15.21
Minutes of Previous Staff Student Meeting on 10 February 2016

	
The Chair presented the Minutes of the Staff Student Committee Meeting held on 10 February 2016 for CONSIDERATION.  These were confirmed as an accurate record, with only one minor amendment required to the list of attendees.

The Action Points from the previous Minutes were reviewed, and it was REPORTED that all of these had been satisfactorily resolved apart from the points arising as listed below: 

· The issue of late production of exam timetables REPORTED at the last meeting has not yet been adequately resolved.  A list has just gone live on Moodle, but this point was noted as a work in progress and ongoing concerns need to be fed back.
· It was noted that PTES is going live imminently, and student reps were urged to make their year-groups aware of this.
· It was REPORTED that BCS accreditation has been confirmed for 2017, although no date has been set as yet.
· It was REPORTED that the School Audit will be taking place in 2016 immediately prior to Christmas.  A selection of students will be requested to take part in this process.
· It was REPORTED that the replacement lightbulb in MH305 has broken again.  To ensure faulty wiring is not to blame, JW is to liaise with Estates to have the circuitry checked.

	








IW to feed back on late production of exam timetables








JW to liaise with Estates
	








ASAP










ASAP

	
15.22
Matters arising from Annual Reviews/Boards of Study and/or Staff Student Committees


	
The meeting reviewed the student-specific items on the Minutes of the School Board on 24 February 2016.  The following points were noted :

· It was REPORTED that the possibility of MComp transfers has just been reopened, and there is therefore now a small window of opportunity for students.  Staff were requested to advise students of this.
· It was REPORTED that the School is on track to achieve all targets specified in the Action Plan, except where financial constraints apply.
· It was REPORTED that following this year’s trialling of electronic scanner devices, procedures for attendance monitoring will be changing from 2016/17.  No details are available as yet.
· It was REPORTED that no further information on UK Engagement Survey is currently available – IW is to contact Student Experience to ask for update on UKES, and also on PTES.
· Students had previously REPORTED that staff were not checking and responding to emails in a timely manner.  When queried, they REPORTED that this has now improved and the issue is considered to have been resolved.
· Student Ambassadors were thanked for their efforts on the recent Open and Visit Days.
· Discussion took place regarding the Feedback Tracker spreadsheet.  This is intended to help manage the length of time feedback takes, to comply with the University’s 20-working-day policy.
· It was REPORTED that there were no reports from Programme Level Staff Student meetings.
	











IW to CONTACT Student Experience to find out what is happening with UKES and PTES
	












ASAP

	15.23
Matters arising from Student Questionnaires

	
It was REPORTED that 81% of eligible students have now completed the NSS.  Eligible students are those in their last year, ie HND leavers, final year of degree or 4th year of MComp. It was noted that some final-year students are ineligible due to various complications. It was REPORTED that the results will be available at the start of August.

	
	

	
15.24
Resources affecting learning and teaching 
	
· Students were asked whether they were now using MH313a, and it was REPORTED that they were.  The room is still not quite finished.  Students were reminded that the screen in the room is available to link up to laptops to facilitate group work.
· It was REPORTED that the vending machine requested is now installed and operational.  If students would like it to stock specific contents, they should pass their requests to Gaynor.
· The issue of whether it would be possible for the Library to carry an archive of final-year projects for reference was raised.  IW pointed out that selected Masters Projects are already held in the Library.  These can be reviewed there, but cannot be taken away from the premises.  The Library Representative REPORTED that there is adequate space to store projects, and requested staff to take suitable items to the Library.  IW is to review what the School can provide, ie 1st Class Honours, Masters and PhD material.
· The Library representative was thanked for the Library’s responsiveness.
· It was REPORTED that Gaynor Thomas is the School’s Moodle Champion.  Staff were very pleased with the Moodle Module Boxes, and thanked Gaynor for this innovation. The Library representative also thanked her for including a plug for the Library on Moodle.  

	












IW to review
	












ASAP

	
15.25
Reports from Student Reps


	
No student issues arose.  However, GJ raised the following issues :  

· 1st Year Computer Systems   Clarification was sought over an area of confusion.  It was confirmed that it had been resolved and that no students had been disadvantaged in terms of hours.
· Computational Thinking and Extension Module   It was REPORTED that students had received two sets of marks this year.  The reason for this was explained, and IW is to ensure that it is corrected for the next academic year.

	








IW to ensure marks allocated correctly in 2016/17

	


ASAP

	
15.26
Feedback on issues raised by Student Reps 

	
It was confirmed that all issues referred to at 26.15 either had already been resolved or would be resolved before the next academic year.

	
IW to ensure marks allocated correctly in 2016/17 (see above)

	ASAP

	15.27
Items linked to the academic work of the School

	
It was REPORTED that the feedback mechanism is displayed on the third-floor screen, with most items now having been moved out of the orange sector and into the green (resolved items).  It was REPORTED that some items remain in the red as they cannot be resolved for external reasons (ie, kettle due to Health & Safety regulations and Visual Studio due to licensing issues). The implications of the current licensing complications for the new campus were raised, and IW is to investigate this further.

a) Course Rep Elections 2016/17   The University would like reps elected in the summer ready for the new academic year, giving time to induct reps before September.  IW is to go into classes to seek reps for election. 
b) School Audit   It was REPORTED that this will take place in the last week before Christmas 2016.
c) SoAC Degree Show in TechHub, High Street   The new TechHub is the green and white building off the High Street opposite Volcano Theatre (old Iceland premises).  All years are invited.  Students can set up from 3.30pm, with the show opening at 5pm.  The event is open to all.  It is intended to also invite university applicants.

	



IW to investigate licensing regulations further










	ASAP

	
15.28
Any Other Business

	
The Library Representative confirmed that the Library will be open on the forthcoming May bank holiday Monday.

	
	

	
15.29
Date of next meeting

	To be confirmed.
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