

Record of Observation

Observation 1-Time sample 



Name of child: C

Date of observation: 04/03/2022

Exact age of child: 2 years and 7 months 

Gender: Male

Time observation started: 2:00pm 

Time observation finished: 3:00pm 

Method used: Time sample 

Number of children: 1       Number of adults: 2

Aim of observation: to observe a child aged 2 years and 7 months playing, focusing on interactive play and social development such as language and turn taking. 

Where observation is taken place: home environment-living room

Objective: to determine C’s language and communication skills. 

Brief objective of observation setting: C is in the living room playing by himself with a toy car. There is one other adult with him. 

Observation verified by: C’s mum 





Time sampling 
Individuals or children can be used to record in a time sample, this is where a child’s behaviour is looked at and assessed. Recordings are completed throughout a duration of time, for instance it can be done every 15 minutes for 2 hours. A time sample can be used to study a child’s social interaction, physical development, language, and communication. 

Method: 
Observe C every 10 minutes for 15 seconds over a period of 1 hour. 
Abbreviations: A-adult  
	Time and setting: 
	Others present: 
	Interaction: 
	Language 

	2:00pm 
Living room
	Yes
	C is sitting on his knees on the floor in the living room, he is playing with 2 toy cars and watching tv. C holds 1 car moving it around the carpet. He does not communicate with anyone
	No communication with anyone 

	2:10pm 
Living room 
	Yes 
	A asks C for the toy cars that he is playing with, he looks at them and gives it. A rolls the car to C, C is smiling and rolls back the car. A says to C ‘ready, steady go’ as they pass the car to him, C repeats what they say ‘ready, steady, go’ as he pushes the car back to them, ‘gone’ C says.  
	Yes
Eye contact
Verbal communication 

	2:20pm 
Living room 
	Yes 
	C is jumping on the sofa and then climbs off it, he is standing and stacking the cushions up on top of one another. He counts while stacking the cushions ‘one, two, fwee, four’ he then starts clapping his hands and jumping. 
	No communication with anyone 

	2:30pm 
Living room 
	No 
	C is standing in front of the tv, he is a watching cartoon while holding a plastic spoon in his left hand, C starts waving the spoon at the tv. 
	No communication with anyone

	2:40pm 
Living room 
	Yes 
	C is sitting on the carpet with his legs crossed, he is playing with toy cars. He pushes the car under the sofa and says ‘gib me car, gib me’ whilst making eye contact with A. C gets on his knees and tries to grab it from under the sofa but is unable to. He then walks away from it.  

	Yes 
Eye contact 
Verbal communication 

	2:50pm 
Living room





	Yes 






	C is sitting on the sofa with a bottle, he drinks from it with both hands holding the bottle. He looks at A and says ‘tb come on’ while continuing to watch it. C then says ‘tb catoon come’ 
	Yes 
Eye contact
Verbal communication 





	3:00pm 
Dining table
	Yes 
	C is sitting on a chair and has a plate of food in front of him. He grabs a chip using a fork with his right-hand, he wraps his fingers around the fork, he then dips it into the ketchup, and places it into his mouth. He asks A ‘eat sauce’, he later puts a chip on his fork and continues to say ‘gib me sauce’ while crying. 

	Yes 
Eye contact 
Verbal communication 
























Record of Observation

Observation 2-structured observation 


Name of child: C

Date of observation: 21/03/2022

Exact age of child: 2 years and 7 months 

Gender: Male

Time observation started: 1pm  

Time observation finished: 1.18pm  

Method used: structured observation   

Number of children: 1       Number of adults: 2

Aim of observation: to observe a child aged 2 years and 7 months do a scavenger hunt, concentrating on his listening and understanding skill. 

Where observation is taken place: home environment 

Objective: to assess C’s listening and understanding skills and discuss whether he has developed those skills for his age. 

Brief objective of observation setting: C is playing by himself in the living room. There is one other adult present. 

Observation verified by: C’s mum 






Structured observation is a technique where an individual will decide on a specific development or skill, they would like to assess by planning an activity, for instance for 3 years and 2-month-old child you might want to find out if the child can cut objects from a paper to assess their hand eye coordination.  

Method: to observe C do a scavenger hunt 
Abbreviations-A-adult

A has a list of items on a piece of paper for C to find, there are 4 items on the list with pictures. 
A and C are in the living room, C is sat on the sofa with his legs crossed, fiddling with his fingers, A sits next to him and gives C a piece of paper and tells him they are playing scavenger hunt, he smiles while holding the paper and responds by saying ‘wow’. ‘The first thing on the list for you to find is a ball, can you go find me a ball?’ asks A. C sticks his tongue out and looks at A and says ‘ok’ showing he understands, he gets down from the sofa, leaving the list on the sofa. C is smiling while heading towards the tv, he finds a balloon on the floor but does not pick it up and says ‘dats no ball’ and walks pasts it. He stops by the dining room door, a balloon is on the floor. C bends down and picks the balloon up using both his hands. He lifts the balloon up and looks at it ‘not ball’ he says and drops it on the floor, he turns around and proceeds to finding a ball. C is walking back into the living room ‘I wanna go in pleeroom’ he says, he gasps and runs towards the coffee table laughing ‘der it is’ he says as he falls on his knees. ‘I find my ball’ he says as he leans forward to grab the ball from under the table. C uses one hand to reach the ball, he rolls it towards him using his fingers, as the ball comes from under the table, he grabs it with both hands. C gets back up from the floor, now holding the ball with both hands and passes it to A. A says ‘give me high 5’, C smiles as he raises his hand to give the high 5. C babbles something and goes back to the sofa with the list. C looks at the list ‘the next thing on the list is to go find a banana’ says A. C is touching the paper with his index finger and points at the drawing of the banana on the paper ‘dis banana’ he says. ‘Do we have a banana?’ A says, C is thinking as he is looking at the paper and turns around and shrugs his shoulders and says ‘no’. A asks him to look for a banana in his play kitchen. C heads towards the play kitchen. C is in the play kitchen, he opens the toy cupboard and is standing looking at it, he bends down and turns around. C is holding the banana ‘I saw banana’ and he points it towards A. A tells him ‘let’s go back to the scavenger paper’, C heads back to the sofa. ‘can you find the letter T’ says A, C is staring at A thinking. C then says ‘no have wetter T’ as he shrugs. A tells C to look in his alphabet container. C runs to the play room, he is looking around for the container. He heads towards the table grabs the container using both his hands, ‘I find it’ he says. C makes his way back to the living room. He sits on the carpet, on his knees and places the container in front of him. C looks at A and then empties the container of letters on the carpet. He immediately finds the letter T, holding the letter with one hand, he gets up ‘dis one wetter T’ he says. He moves towards the scavenger list and puts the letter on the list. ‘Can you find me a circle’ says A. C immediately says ‘yes’ and runs towards the playroom with his arms swaying and laughing. C heads to the corner of the playroom and finds a shopping trolley. He moves the items out of the basket and drops them onto the floor. He picks up a square shape and says ‘dats no circle’ and drops it, he moves a few items around and finally picks the circle shape up. ‘I find it’ he says, showing it to A.

Interpretation of both observations 
C spent most of his time playing in the living room, whether he is stacking the cushions or pushing the toy car. C has spent some time alone, but when he is approached by the adult. C is given opportunities to socialise using his language and communication skills. 
C is interested to play with the adult as he speaks and smiles to them while playing with the car, this shows me he is happy to interact with them. C frequently copies the other person. 
C can communicate, when he says ‘gib me sauce’ this shows me he can understand what he wants. C can hold a fork using palmer grasp. When C is asked to find items on the scavenger list, he shows interest in wanting to find the items by holding the paper and saying ‘wow’. When C is asked to find the letter T, he thinks before saying no, this shows me he is using his cognitive skills. He can understand what the items on the list are, as he finds them. He can follow simple instructions. 

Conclusion
From these observations I can see that C has reached his milestones. He has progressed in his communication and language skills, for instance C says ‘gib be sauce’ which shows me he is able to use 3–4-word sentences and he is able to use pronoun’s. 
With C’s physical development you can see that he is able to jump in place, he is also capable of holding a fork with his hand and feed himself, he uses palmer grasp to hold the fork but for his age he should be able to hold a fork using pronated grasp.
C has achieved his social and emotional development milestone, on time stamp 2:10pm, C is smiling as he is pushing the car towards A which shows me, he is happy. 
With C’s language development he is copying words ‘ready, steady, go’, this relates to bandura’s social learning theory. Albert bandura was a behaviourist psychologist who developed social learning theory. In this theory he indicated the significance of observing, modelling, and imitating the behaviours, attitudes, and emotional reactions of others. Social learning theory looks at both environmental and cognitive factors that impact human learning theory. Children observe adults and imitate their behaviour, in the time sample C is imitating A as he pushes the toy car towards A and copies the words ‘ready, steady, go’. 
C has developed his listening and understanding skills as he can find the items on the list for the scavenger hunt. He can follow simple instructions for instance when A tells him to find a ball and C does. C can talk well enough for us to understand him. C has reached his cognitive milestone, when he is asked to find the letter T, he thinks before saying no. 

Comparison of the two observations 
The time sample and the structured observation both show that C has reached his milestone. C can communicate using eye contact or speech, he is using 3-4words for his age and has developed his listening skills. C is confident in interacting with others. C has shown he has reached his physical development, the time sample shows he can jump and can use a fork, he is behind in using the fork as he is using the palmar grasp. C can improve his grasp by exercising with play dough, C can squeeze, roll out and pull apart the play dough, this can help his fine motor skills by building strength in his fingers and hands. 
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