VLE 2

VLE 2








Keanan Romario Henry 
1921689
Digital skills and research methods BMSW4003
Impact of virtual learning environment 
Mr olusoyi A. 




Impact of Virtual Learning Environment on Students Learning Experience



Impact of Virtual Learning Environment on Students Learning Experience
Virtual learning environment (VLEs) was introduced to progress students from passive to active learners. Research demonstrates that active learners tend to promote creative and critical thinking skills fundamental for using transferred acquired knowledge in a clinical setting (Bibi et al., 2020, pp.45-57).  The virtual learning environment for students has been consolidated into the educational institutions; however, the challenge has been to turn VLE into an essential contributing factor to students' performance (Falakmasir & Habibi, 2010). The virtual learning environment has significantly been associated with formal learning as well as the relationship between students, teachers, and school.  Important to mention, recent research posits that there is an increase in a virtual learning environment supported through the internet, particularly among the educational institutions, teachers as well as students (Pezzullo et al, 2017, p. 299-310).  In the same token, the concept associated with a virtual learning environment can be considered to be dynamic as a result of the constant evolution of digital technologies, the potentialities as well as the importance that the surrounding environment has with such a learning process.
Recently, the virtual learning environment has tremendously emerged as a fundamental topic within the education theory as well as practice (Flavian et al., 2019, pp.547-560).  Based on the theory, a well-maintained VLE should enable students to adopt all learning styles to receive an effective possible education so that the education is not founded on an exclusive lecture-based environment since it tends to focus on the auditory learners (Pezzullo et al, 2017, p. 299-310). It is imperative to understand that when resources associated with VLE do not cater to students' needs in terms of content and format, the effectiveness of virtual learning environment would be rendered less effective since it does not enable students' learning experience (Nitescu, 2020). In essence, the virtual learning environment should contain enough information to reinforce their academic work and gain a broader and more in-depth understanding of the subject students undertake. 
More than that, students' classroom experience typically depends on the teaching experience and style, which tend to fit their learning style.  In the same token, the issue exists within the virtual learning environment and the variety of necessary resources to provide adequate learning style for all students (Flavian et al., 2019, pp.547-560).  Students indicate that higher education is fragmented and lacks unity when teaching and tend to perceive virtual learning to be adopted to overcome the issue associated with increasing numbers of students enrolling in a university (Schutte, 2020, pp.661-668).. Higher workforce demanded in order to support the students. On the contrary, the challenge likely to be experienced is that students may cease to attend lectures when the resources available on online platforms appear comprehensive and prefer to access the lecture material from home and continue with their studies (Nitescu, 2020).  Thus, it is evident that virtual learning environment entails information that may appear complicated to students, thereby discouraging class attendance, those with little and those with enough to allow students to reinforce their learning experience and understanding about the subject.  Therefore, that paper examines the impact of the virtual learning environment on students learning experience and performance. 
Virtual Learning Environment Literature Review
The literature review outlines the background as well as the development of a virtual learning environment in order to support teaching as well as learning in education.  The literature review begins with a historical background that follows a generally positive and negative impact of the virtual learning environment (Flavian et al., 2019, pp.547-560). The last section will examine the specific impact of virtual learning environment on independent learning and motivation. 
Historical Background
The Use of a virtual learning environment has been in existence for a while.   Research indicates that the UK's open college and the university has been using the computer for learning since the 1970s, and the commercial computer-based virtual learning environment was patented in 2000.  Additionally, recent studies indicate that approximately 3700 educational institutions employed blackboard software in more than 60 countries worldwide to teach students. This demonstrates that students could attend their lectures from the comfort of their homes. According to Ofsted (2010), the most popular virtual learning environment Moodle was introduced in 2001, where the original inventor helps the scholar create a platform where students could access online courses with the primary purpose being interaction and collaborative construction of content (Nitescu, 2020).  In the same token, the research mentioned above indicates that the number of institutions employing virtual learning environment has significantly increased from 58% in 2003. Based on the UK government 2005 strategy to harness technology in order to enhance learning with the institution, Ofsted indicate that half of the school used as a sample to investigate the impact of the virtual learning environment; the survey illustrates positive review regarding the impact of virtual learning environment where finding indicated collaboration and interaction between learners and teachers (Pezzullo et al, 2017, p. 299-310).  In a further report, the survey indicates that the virtual learning environment among students remained the repository for teaching resources and could also be used for assignment uploading with few interaction functions.  In this sense, it is projected that most colleges and universities have been using virtual learning environments to enhance independent learning. At the same time, those did not acknowledge that technology has significantly contributed to the creative teaching where students are provided with relevant content and give flexibility to delivery.
The General Positive Impact of Virtual Learning Environment
The positive impact is associated with using a virtual learning environment to enhance student performance. Research shows that upper-grade elementary students employing software collaboration tools typically enable students and teachers to effectively communicate online, thereby developing their understanding and analytical skills that are important throughout students' lives and later in life (Flavian et al., 2019, pp.547-560).  Students tend to perform significantly better on the standardized test regarding reading language and vocabularies, which measures their in-depth understanding, multiple perspectives, and independence—the students who are not subjected to virtual learning environment software (Pezzullo et al, 2017, p. 299-310).  The study also demonstrates that a virtual learning environment tends to maximize student's reflection and encourage their progressive thought and independent thinking. 
Moreover, recent research based on high education use of virtual learning environment indicated that, students reported to be active learners when employing virtual learning environment in business class.  Also, the study illustrated that student claimed to be enthusiasm, capable and confidence when using the virtual learning environment in their study.  Based on the research finding, it is evident that virtual learning environment significantly helps students to create their individual knowledge through interaction and collaboration experience with teacher and peers something which provide an opportunity to foster graduate employability skills as well as competence (Pezzullo et al, 2017, p. 299-310).  Similarly, another higher education research examines the students and teacher usage of virtual learning environment. the findings of the research showed that classroom introvert behaved similar to extrovert when engaged in an online discussion forum and appeared more active in their online discussion than the actual classroom.  Roger (2014) posit that educational technology through virtual learning environment can enhance quality of learning as well as cognitive development.  In this regard, approximate 79% of students in the same research indicated that learning through virtual learning environment contributed to a positive difference to understanding as well as studying various subject where another 28% expressed a preference than the traditional teaching method due to the advantage of transfer of employability skills among the students from different location.  The Use of virtual learning environment has granted students with an opportunity for reinforcement and enabling them to retrieve missed material.  It is projected that more than half of the examined element associated with virtual learning environment tend to have a positive effect although the subject employability and coverage tend to vary from one institution to another (Ofsted, 2010). Important to mention is that the success use of virtual learning environment is associated with enthusiasm of students and individual tutors to utilize the technology. According to Ofsted (2010), access to broadband internet from a staff and student comfort are primary factors in the effectiveness of the virtual learning environment.  in this regard, virtual learning environment should be used to enhance learning among students as opposed to be utilized to store communication facilities. In light of the above, virtual learning environment has reported significant positive impact from different content, they can be used to promote reflection, accommodate the requirement of students, confidence and increase enthusiasm as well as improving the readiness to learn and improve course assessment performance.
General Negative Impact of Virtual Learning Environment 
On the contrary some scholars have expressed that web-based instruction does not enhance social as well as emotional collaboration and interaction as the traditional classroom.  According to Piccoli et al., (2011), the author claims there is significant different between the virtual learning environment and the traditional classroom.  Throughout his argument, the author suggest that students tend to be less satisfied with virtual learning environment learning process. Similarly, Robert asserts that students employing virtual learning environment tend to lack the benefits and opportunities of a structured dialogue as well as the sense of community developed in traditional classroom environment. In regard to the above, the empirical research underpins support the Use of virtual learning environment has an impact on student's attainment and performance. it also suggests that the Use of virtual learning environment increase student's motivation to learn thereby improving their performance.
Research Design and Methods
The qualitative research was conducted based on the secondary sources access through online database. Also, the study adopted quantitative research which was conducted through an e-questionnaire allowing the analysis with excel.  The questionnaires were categorized around the research question.  The study was carried through a group tutorial where students were invited to complete their own time
Three Research Question were employed in the study, which included;
1. Does the Use of a virtual learning environment have a positive impact on students learning?
2. Do student's VLE use in learning and teaching help students independent learning?
3. Does the Use of a virtual learning environment for learning and teaching increase motivation to learn among students?
Empirical research reported in books supports research questions and leads to the development of ideas. This data confirms that the Use of VLE promotes independent learning, and the opportunity for informal learning time, space, and speed that suits the student provides flexibility for students to engage in a learning activity in busy lives (JISC, 2007). Literary reviews also provide evidence that the Use of VLE increases students' interest in learning, promotes collaborative communication and learning through forums, chats, and chat emails, and direct response is very motivating. (JISC, 2009b).
In RQ1, data suggests that the Use of VLE has a positive effect on student learning. The combined figure of question 8 reports that 53% of respondents strongly agree or agree that the Use of SFC Moodle has a positive impact on learning. For RQ2, data suggests that the Use of VLE facilitates the development of independent reading. The combined School of Question 6 reports that 55% of respondents strongly agree or disagree that SFC Moodle's Use helps promote independent reading. In RQ3, the data suggests that using VLE for learning and teaching increases students' interest in learning. The combined School of Question 7 reports that 43% of respondents strongly agree or disagree that SFC Moodle's Use enhances learning motivation.
The research study's key findings suggested a virtual learning environment's role in teaching students. The study also found that virtual learning has significant effects on the student's academic performance. Students also demonstrated a positive impact when using the virtual learning environment. Some stated that the online tool enhances their creative thinking and is considered a useful tool—considering the significant variable of the number of access to the virtual learning environment. The result indicated that online students tend to have different approaches associated with learning as well as the reflection of using virtual learning environment.  In light of the above, educational institution should adopt the Use of the virtual learning environment in order to enhance student’s performance as well as creating thinking throughout their learning experience. 
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Questionnaire 
1. What does the Internet mean to you?
2. How do you rate your competence in the use of ICT?
3. What do you think about the use of technology in the learning process?
4. How did you feel towards the use of a VLE in your English classes?

5. How do you rate your experience with the VLE?

6. How do you rate your competence now using the VLE and ICT?

7. Would you like teachers to include a VLE in their classes?

8. Does the use of a VLE for learning and teaching increase students’ motivation to learn?

9. What is the student’s attitude in Class?



Column1	
a.yes 76%	b.No 17%	c. It does not matter to me 6%	d.other 1%	76	17	6	1	

Yes %	Use previsous experience	Sustain concentration	Show new learning	Use ICT effectively and 	Are motivated and engaged 	Show pride in their work	Struggle with some digital	Are on time for class	Ask appropriate questions	Show confusion and frustration	10	20	10	25	40	20	45	10	25	40	No	Use previsous experience	Sustain concentration	Show new learning	Use ICT effectively and 	Are motivated and engaged 	Show pride in their work	Struggle with some digital	Are on time for class	Ask appropriate questions	Show confusion and frustration	5	15	5	15	20	5	20	5	15	30	Column1	Use previsous experience	Sustain concentration	Show new learning	Use ICT effectively and 	Are motivated and engaged 	Show pride in their work	Struggle with some digital	Are on time for class	Ask appropriate questions	Show confusion and frustration	




Sales	
Enthusiastic and motivated 94%	Other 3%	Disappointed 2%	Discouraged 2%	0.94	0.03	0.02	0.02	


Sales	
Satisfactory 61%	I had technical problem 30%	I used several apps without problem 6%	The work was minimal 3%	0.61	0.3	0.06	0.03	


Sales	
Mediam 77%	High  15%	Low 8%	Ineffective 0%	77	15	8	1	

