
Evaluate the effectiveness of the Police services response to a terrorist attack.
7/7 bombing



1.0 Introduction
The 7/7 bombing was Catastrophic terrorist attack that killed 52 people and injured hundreds more. It is the worst single terrorist attack on British soil. There was a lot of failures dealing with that terrorist attack on the day and that caused people their life, from the ambulance service being 52 minutes late, to the police officers having no communication with any passengers in the underground because the communication systems didn’t work. The government look back on the terrorist attack to see where they can improve because they weren’t fully prepared for that attack to happen.
2.0 What happened in the attack? 
There was 4 bombers Mohammad sidique Khan, Shehzad Tanweer, Hasib Hussain and Germaine Lindsay. They travelled to London with 4 detonators devices on them and three of them targeted the underground and one suicide bomber targeted a double decker bus. The first bomb went off in Edgware Road where the ringleader Mohammad Sidique Khan detonated his bomb in the westbound circle lane train where he detonated the bomb in the second carriage next to the double doors killing 6 people including himself. Secondly Shehzad Tanweer detonated his bomb on the eastbound circle line where he detonated the bomb next to the rear of the second carriage killing 7 people. The deadliest attack was on the Piccadilly line between king cross and Russel square where Germaine Lindsay detonated his bomb by the rear seat next to the double doors where the train was packed with people because its one of the most populated trains in London, so detonating a bomb on that train would be extremely devastating. When the train pulled out of Kings cross station Germaine Lindsay detonated the bomb and killed 26 people, where the bomb was that deadly Survivor Paul Glennerster was seen picking up his limbs and hopping off the train that was damaged from the bomb and having to walk half a mile to safety from the long dark tunnels. The final attack was by the youngest member Hasib Hussain which he detonated his device on a double decker bus killing 13 people. Hasib Hussain was caught on the cctv moving around king cross station after the first 3 blasts went off. After the incident the police found that he tried to phone his friends after the 3 bombs went off which could’ve been a cry for help but minutes later he detonated his device on the double decker bus killing 13 people, which torn apart the front of the bus from the massive blast(BBC 2015, Andrew).
3.0 Ambulance service response
The ambulance service was all over the place on the day of the attack because they wasn’t prepared for the attack to happen which led to many flaws in the ambulance service. Firstly, the ambulance service took 52 minutes to arrive at Tavistock square where 13 people died, this is a massive problem because if they were quicker to the scene, they could’ve saved more life’s but because they took so long a lot of the people that needed medical attention or was badly injured didn’t get the help that they needed. Also, the ambulance crew was only sent to the bus attack after the reports of the second blast going off. This shows that the Ambulance service wasn’t prepared for this attack because they didn’t have the resources ready to be prepared for a second explosion to go of because they wasn’t expecting it to happen. Jessica Ashford was the first paramedic to arrive at the scene in Tavistock square in her statement she said that the scene was devastating with body parts and screws from the bomb everywhere at the scene of the major incident. She also used her radio communications at 09.57 to request for backup and had to request for back up again at 10:05 because it was hard to get through to the communications station because so many public service members was requesting back up at the time of the incident it became over whelming for the communication station to reply back to everyone because they wasn’t prepared for the incident so didn’t have the resources needed to communicate with everyone at once. Graeme Baxter was the first paramedic to arrive at the tunnel of Edware road, where he called for eight more ambulances to find out that the two nearest ambulance stations have even despatched, so this frustrated him because the ambulance service wasn’t prepared for the call out, so more time was lost on saving life’s because they were still setting up their equipment to arrive at Edware road. There were also ambulance crews stationed watching the major incidents on television because they were held back just in case there was more attacks because they didn’t have the resources to send a lot of the ambulance service to one place so they had to come up with a strategy to keep ambulance service stations back just in case another incident happened so they can get to the scene of the crime effectively and efficiently. They also had to do this because only 100 out of the 201 ambulances services in London was available that day so they had to use their resources effectivity which was a positive for the ambulance service because they had no time to plan and came up with it on the spot which saved life’s in the long run. They was also volunteers trying to let the ambulance service through because it was so much havoc and chaos going on in then street they found it hard to get passed the crowd of people which delayed them even more when trying to get to the casualties. Also they had to get in more medical staff to help out int eh major incident who haven’t been trained to deal with them situations so a lot of them was very nervous and feared for their life because they haven’t ben trained to overcome major incident like 7/7 , so them seeing people limbs everywhere for the first time traumatized a lot of the medical staff(Casciani 2011 , gov.uk).

4.0 Police service response 
The police had a difficult time when dealing with the major attack because they couldn’t be very effective because at the time if the attack they was switching to new digital communication systems so this put them at a disadvantage , when trying to recue people underground because their communications didn’t work so they couldn’t ask for help so they had to use runners to go back and four to get more officer and public service staff down to the underground to help the casualties and to het the fire service to recue to people that was trapped in the train. This made their effectiveness poor because they couldn’t communicate with anyone on ground level which made it hard for the police to save as many life’s as they could because they couldn’t communicate with anyone for medical help and to have the resources that they needed to help the people that was injured to take them to hospital. Also, by the police officers having runners for them to pass messages to the services on top of the ground. This slowed down services getting to people underground because by the time that the runners had to run half and mile to get their messages to the services on ground level that would’ve costed them more time than if their digital communications radio was working which would get their messages to the services on top instantly, instead of taking a couple of minutes for them to ask for back up and resources. Also, back in 2003 the public services were on a training course testing their ability to cope with chemical attacks happening in the underground and back in 2003 their radios didn’t work then so they knew of the problem before the attack happened and didn’t have any strategy in place to deal with it which would’ve saved them a lot of time and saved life’s. The police stayed calm in the major incident they stuck to their job making sure that they corned off areas so ambulances and fire service could get to the scene of the incident much quicker(gov.uk).There was also a lot of smoke in the tunnel because of the explosion and Mr woods a police officer said it was hard to breath and he had to carry injured people out of the tunnel at the same time while trying to breath steadily(William 2015)

5.0 Fire service response
The fire service had the same problem as the police and other services where their radios wouldn’t work underground this is because they all used the same technology when it came to the radios so all the services had the same problem  when communication which lead to misleading information getting out and the fire service also didn’t know what equipment to being down to the underground because they wasn’t communicated on what resources they needed for dealing with the casualties and getting them out of the train. The fire service didn’t have a clear understanding on what the damage was like when they went into the underground because they had no communication, so they didn’t have a clear understanding of the destruction caused in the underground (Murphy 2006). Also, fire services weren’t trained to deal with major event injuries they only knew basic first aid , this had a massive impact when they went underground because the services was unorganised and didn’t have enough medical staff to deal with the injuries , so services like the fire service had to treat the wounded which they have never dealt with before and didn’t know what they was doing because they have only be trained to do basic first aid , so they didn’t have a clear understanding on how to deal with injured people if they’re missing limbs or have 3rd degree burns from the explosion  , they also didn’t have defibrillators as equipment back then so they didn’t have the right resources to deal with the major incident. The fire service did an excellent job considering they didn’t have all the resources that they needed with a lot of the staff getting medals as national heroes because they are not used to dealing with major incidents that are like 7/7 bombing and showed bravery and got the job done when trying to save as many life’s as they could (Smith 2015, Child 2020).

6.0 Other services involvement 
Red cross had a massive involvement on the 7/7 bombing because they came full prepared with medical resources and they also helped with crowd control because they public services didn’t have enough people to deal with the major event so red cross getting involved and helping out put less strain on the public services because they came full prepared with medical supplies to help with the injured and 4x4 jeeps to help with crowd control to put less stress on the services. The red cross are also trained with first aid so they helped out on the causalities because the ambulance service were under staffed ( British red cross ). The mI5 couldn’t do much in the 7/7 bombing because they didn’t have much information on Mohammad Sidique and Shehzad Tanweer which they was keeping a close eye on .so they put them under the non-urgent cases because they didn’t have critical evidence on them so they couldn’t convict them and arrest them because they didn’t have the evidence needed to put them behind bars(Taylor 2015 , BBC 2011). Also MI5 cant stop every terrorist attack its impossible that why 7/7 bombing happened because its so many terrorist operations they have to deal with and cant deal with every single terrorist operation that takes place in the UK (MI5). Also, the government have had a major influence on 7/7 bombing because the terrorist that committed the major incident was Muslim and the government was defending the Muslim community to make sure every one has a understanding that it was only the few in the Muslim community that has committed these terrible acts , and they’re not all like the terrorist that committed that devastating incident(EUMC 2005).

7.0 What they have changed since the attack ?
Since 2005 there has been a lot of change in security and the public services because it was a lot of things wrong with the services and the technology, they had back in 2005. They used 2005 attack as a learning lesson and a eye opener because it showed the government and mI5 that they have a lot of flaws in their technology and response time so they have made a lot of improvements since the attack to make sure they don’t have a terrorist attack as devasting as that terrorist attack in the future(gov.uk). They have also set up bollards around the UK to protect people if lorries are carrying bombs inside. They have also made the MI5 regional, they have increased their presence around the UK setting up regional hubs, to work with the police to see what is happening in communities outside London. They have also added tube communications since the attack which was one of the most impacted things for the public services in the attack, they have new radio systems now that work underground so if a attack happens underground again all the services can communicate effectively together. Also, Tube stations have been numbered now because when the attack happened the ambulance service was sent to the wrong stations because the communications was poor, so they have added tube station numbers so the services can easily find their way around the tube stations. Moreover, first aid kits have been put in 170 locations around London to make sure that they’re fully equip for a terrorist attacks in the future. Furthermore, they have put millions of pounds into border protection to make sure they’re letting the right people into the country with upgraded security and background checks on everyone that come into the country (BBC 2015, Edwards 2015). Finally, they have put more focus in collecting digital intelligence because a lot of terrorist have left electronic trials for the MI5 to have a lead on and since the attack, they have put more resources into this sector to catch terrorist before they commit a major incident (MI5).

8.0 Conclusion 
In conclusion all the public services have learnt from what went wrong on the day and all the services did everything they could on that day with the limited resources that they was given , they showed bravery and still pushed through to make sure they could save as many life’s as they could.
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