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The aim of this paper is to support that of the key concepts addressed in the presentation, which explores the Governments and legal responses to drugs, inclusive of those who use drugs and the production and supply of such illicit substances. It may be broadly acknowledged that drugs have been a problem for some time and the war against them seems to go on. Various strategies, plans and initiatives relating to tackling drugs will be examined in this paper, in addition to focusing on the possibility of decriminalising drugs and the impact that this may have. 
Drugs are a current problem not only in the United Kingdom, but across the world. There are many branches to illicit drugs, from the side effects of using, sometimes which prove fatal, to implications to those who produce and/or supply, often being vulnerable to violence. It would seem that drugs will not simply just ‘go away overnight’ and remains to be an ongoing issue for the UK Government, criminal justice system and possibly society as a whole to work together to attempt to reduce the use of drugs within communities. Illicit drugs come in all shapes and forms, they differ in how they are administered and vary in their side effects. Frank (N.D) provide a comprehensive overview of a large proportion of drugs, including whether it be a Class A, B, C, psychoactive substances, or other category. Furthermore, taking, possessing, producing, and supplying drugs can all result in some form of punitive consequence. According to Gov UK (N.D), a drug related penalty will be dependent on the type of substance, the quantity and whether you are also producing and supplying (dealing) it. A Class A drug would be deemed the more serious punitive consequence, with up to 7 years imprisonment for possession and up to a life sentence for supply and production. Evidently, there are particularly stringent punitive consequences for drugs, especially for those who supply and produce, which you could presume would act as a deterrent to someone committing this crime but that does not seem to be the case. This raises questions as to why someone would risk the possible consequences, to which the National Crime Agency (2023) state that the young and vulnerable are often targeted and exploited by traffickers and County Lines. Further contributors may include peer pressure, wanted to feel respected and important, seen as a way of making a relatively quick financial gain or receive rewards and for status, are just namely a few suggestions according to NSPCC (2023). The contribution County Lines has to the production and supply of drugs within the UK is extensive.
According to Office for National Statistics (2022), approximately 3 million adults aged 16 to 59 years of age reported using drugs in the year ending June 2022 and in comparison to year ending March 2020, there is no change in these figures. It is worth being mindful that statistics during the COVID-19 pandemic may not be a true reflection due to lockdowns and limited social contact. Recent literature and published findings indicate that drugs remain a problem in society and this particular issue does not seem to be improving, regardless of possible punitive consequences or other strategies for that matter. In recent years, the UK Government has put particular focus on drugs and has been included in a number of plans and strategies set to tackle this particular crime. According to Holland et al (2021), the UK Government introduced a 10-year plan in 2021, named ‘From Harm to Hope’, with the aim of saving lives and cutting crime by reducing the demand and supply for drugs, whilst setting out to deliver a quality treatment and recovery system for those using illicit substances. In theory, such plan and objectives would be welcomed and sounds promising, and it is only in the early stages of its delivery therefore, there is no significant evidence to indicate any success as of yet. According to Holland et al (2021), in the year 2021, a period in the UK of escalating drug-related deaths, also surpassing the rates of many other countries, the Government publishes its 10-year strategy, From Harm to Hope. Holland et al (2021), digress, examining the plan in more detail and find that the strategy proclaims a new approach to such issue however, elements have been identified in former approaches and are just a continuation. As already identified, the issues that surround drugs have not improved over recent years so including elements of a former approach may not prove beneficial in the fight as they may not have worked prior to the introduction to the so-called new strategy. Furthermore, the strategy suggests the risk of increasing use of drugs should they be decriminalised, but some evidence suggests otherwise. Decriminalising drugs has been suggested on occasions over the years and will raise concerns, particularly in the initial stages should this ever be introduced. Various literature and research have highlighted benefits of decriminalising drugs. Rae (2019) suggests that those caught in possession of drugs for personal use should not receive a criminal offence and Government health departments should lead on drug strategy. Such suggestions would be considered as beneficial as it would likely reduce the number of convictions, which are known to impact an individual’s life in many ways, as well as the likelihood of the police utilising their time more proactively, for what could be considered as dealing with more serious crimes. According to Ridell (2012), a number of countries has introduced the decriminalisation of drugs, including Portugal who have reported a reduction in cases of HIV, deaths by overdose and petty crime. Whereas the UK Government seem reluctant to even trial such initiative, possibly due to little understanding or empathy for those who use drugs or in attempt to maintain a ‘certain image’, with politicians claiming it would ‘send the wrong message.’ The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 has been the subject of some criticism over the years also, which Walcott (2023) describes shortcomings and failures during the time it has been in force. Walcott (2023) expands, describing how legislation is more focused on enforcement and punitive consequences, with very little reference to adequate support and treatment. 
The police play a vital part in what would be considered the ‘war on drugs’ and will experience first-hand the complexities that surround drugs. It would seem that even the police, who should be credited for the work that they do, may find themselves facing challenges and complexities around drug related crimes. According to Bonning and Cleaver (2021), in its current form, policing is struggling to adapt, as demographics and the nature of drug markets, such as technological advances, have evolved. Furthermore, it could be considered that police time and resources is often used when dealing with people who have possession of a drug for personal use for example, which may not be deemed as serious as some other crimes that they could be attending to. 
To conclude, the war on drugs is complex and evidently comes with challenges, for all considered parties involved. If there were to be such a straightforward and successful approach, this issue would have been solved already however, findings around drugs either remain relatively the same on previous years and do not seem to be improving, even after specific strategies, plans and interventions are implemented. It could be assumed that the risk of using drugs, or the supply and production seem far more appealing in comparison to a possible punitive consequence, such as a prison sentence. Strategies such as that introduced by the UK Government. ‘From Harm to Hope’, in theory may seem proactive however, there is little evidence to suggest this and has been subject to some criticism over using elements of former strategies, which were unlikely to be successful given the recent statistics around drug use. Various literature suggests that the UK should in fact explore the option of decriminalising drugs as well as the possibility of health service placed at the forefront of delivering treatment and interventions for those use drugs. 
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