Architectural Glass Centre: 
Student Brief for Potential Commission
Private Chapel, St David’s, Abergwili.
SA31 2JG

The AGC has been approached by the Bishop and clergy of St David’s, Abergwili to offer some designs for the glazing scheme in the on-site private chapel.
The proposed scheme consists of four lights in the side wall of the chapel.
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There is scope to design for either the whole or part of the scheme dependant on processes and budget.
Designs can consider:
The bank of three full windows (whole or in part e.g. the top three panels of the bank of three) and/or the one full single window.






The Chapel Prior to Modernisation:
The chapel is a part of a distinctive 1970’s build, featuring vertically pointed brickwork which creates strong visual horizontal lines internally and externally.
The interior of the chapel is currently undergoing a complete program of modernisation with works having commenced at the end of January 2019. The client has agreed that glazing scheme can be fitted after the completion of the proposed works.
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Chapel Modernisation Programme:
The intention is to modernise the chapel, moving away from its strong 1970’s aesthetic and towards a contemporary / future space.
Interior works include the following:
· The suspended ceiling raised to create more height with lighting provided by appropriate down lights.
· Addition of a new window in the far wall, left of the scheme (see image below).
· Plastering of the interior walls.
· Proposed paint for plastered wall: pastel / off white. There is scope to decorate after the glazing scheme has been installed.
· Possible fitting of a blue carpet.
· Removal of all current ecclesiastical furnishings.
· There is the intention to display other artworks in the chapel, notably an icon.
· The current facing of the altar is ‘liturgical east’ and will be reappointed to face the wall opposite the windows.
The four windows provide the chapel with moderate to low levels of natural light. The chapel is not reliant on natural light, being artificially lit to requirement with dimmer switches. The state of works as of the beginning of February can be seen below.
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The Glazing scheme:
The scheme is north facing.
When viewed from a standing position directly in front of the scheme the left and central top panels benefit from indirect light reflected from the building behind while the central and lower panels have the lawn behind them (see images below).
All 4 panels are fixtures, putty glazed into Crittall frames and fixed with metal section. Each of the 4 windows has a vent at the top. The current glass is an out of print 6mm float pattern with obscure and polished elements and is also used to glaze the internal door to the chapel. 
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        The Brief:
The chapel serves as the Bishop’s private space for morning and evening prayer and is occasionally used for baptisms, services and Eucharist with the capacity to comfortably accommodate up to 12 people.
It serves as a reflective and prayerful environment and the intention is to increase this by softening the impression of the space.

Possible Subject Matter:
The subject for the scheme is open however the Bishop and her team have expressed an interest in the following themes and subjects.
Plain – Modern.
Welsh - ‘Celtic’. 
Simple / bright.
Contemporary, timeless, good for another 50 years!
The life of St David. 
Not necessarily a figurative study.
Symbols of St David: Dove, water carrier.
The Chi-rho.
Contemporary and abstract symbolism would be welcome.
More focused on an Orthodox rather than Roman Catholic aesthetic.

Nature, Pembrokeshire Coast. 
Maps / coast lines.
Sense of place, St David’s, Pembrokeshire.
The budget available for the glazing is ideally between £5,000 and £8,000 with some flexibility up to £10,000 and must include both supply and fitting.
Any design proposals should be submitted to the AGC no later than 29.03.19

For any further information please contact the AGC directly:
Alex Building, Room AA 108 b
Tel: 07769 210127
The original images and more of the site are available to students for reference and visualisations.
Email us at agc@uwtsd.ac.uk and we will forward them to you on request.




Measurements Taken Internally - From left to right 

1. Brick to brick 
Width 67cm x Height 228cm
Glass sight size
Top – W 53.5cm x H 117.5cm
Mid – W 53.5cm x H 13.5cm
Bot – W 53.5cm x H 64cm

2. Brick to brick 
Width 67cm x Height 228cm
Glass sight size
Top – W 53.5cm x H 118.5cm
Mid – W 53.5cm x H 13.5cm
Bot – W 53.5cm x H 64.5cm

3. Brick to brick 
Width 67cm x Height 228cm
Glass sight size
Top – W 53.5cm x H 118cm
Mid – W 53.5cm x H 13.5cm
Bot – W 53.5cm x H 64cm

4. Brick to brick 
Width 66.5cm x Height 227.5cm
Glass sight size
Top – W 53.5cm x H 118cm
Mid – W 53.5cm x H 13.5cm
Bot – W 53.5cm x H 64cm



Wall elevation diagram courtesy of Joanne Ellis.
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