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AIM(S) 
· To highlight, and offer explanations for, the changes in religious activity in the West since the 1960s. 
· To highlight the changing concepts of religious belief and belonging. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of this module students should be able to: 
· assess the changes in religious activity in the West since the 1960s; 
· identify and evaluate alternative spiritualities; 
· identify the problems inherent in defining and researching alternative spiritualities; 
· engage with current debates on secularisation theory and how they relate to theories on alternative spiritualities. 

CONTENT 
· Assessing religious belonging. 
· The secularization theory and its modifications. 
· Post World War Two western society and changes in religious expression. 
· The emergence, rise and significance of new religious movements (NRMs). 
· Definitions, terminology, characteristics and typologies of NRMs. 
· The changing face of alternative spiritualities. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The growth of New Age and new definitions of religion and spirituality. 
ASSESSMENT 
Coursework (100%) 
One critique of a website (1500 words) (25%) 
One Book Review (1500 words) (25%) 
One essay (2000 words) (50%) 
Example essay title: 
· Assess the arguments for and against the secularisation thesis. 
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