3. Chapter Three: Methodology
3.1 Introduction

This study examines how the general public view antisocial driving with a focus on the effects of “car meets” on nearby communities, the connections between antisocial driving and road traffic collisions, and the effectiveness of police actions. In many areas, the effect of antisocial driving is becoming a larger problem. Increased noise pollution, public anxiety, and occasionally dangerous driving habits that lead to road traffic collisions are all consequences of antisocial driving (Metropolitan Police, 2019).
While police forces use a range of techniques to tackle antisocial driving, public trust in these attempts varies. Understanding these perspectives is crucial for assessing the effectiveness of police tactics and identifying areas for improvement. This study take a quantitative approach, using an online survey to collect information from the general public who face antisocial driving in their community. The following methodology outlines the research strategy, data collection process, data analysis methods and potential challenges.

3.2 Research Strategy

This study takes a quantitative approach, collecting measurable data relating to antisocial driving through a survey conducted online. A quantitative technique is useful because it allows for defined replies, making it easier to compare perspectives across groups and find trends. Quantitative approaches are frequently used in social research to identify statistical patterns and create conclusions from numerical data (Pasek and Krosnick, 2010). Surveys are an efficient way to collect structured information from a large population, allowing for comparisons between participants with different experiences and backgrounds.

The survey will ensure anonymity, which may lead to more honest responses from participants. As the study will include both public and police views, using an online platform to share the survey allows for a larger and more varied participant group. The survey will include mostly close-ended questions with scale response (e.g. “Strongly Agree” to “Strongly Disagree”) which will allow data comparisons between the participants whilst making the survey basic and accessible.

3.3 Data Collection

The survey is being distributed to an assortment of people, with a focus on receiving feedback from the general public rather than an aim at police officers completing the survey. This ensures that the research includes a wide range of perspectives on antisocial driving and its effects on communities. The purpose of reaching out to local residents, drivers, and any person who has been directly impacted by antisocial driving is to identify how the range of groups feel about the issues. While police officers will be invited to take part in the survey, the primary goal is to retrieve feedback from people who experience antisocial driving in their daily lives. An online survey will allow a wide range of people to participate, regardless of where they live. This approach provides a broader view of public opinions and ensures that the findings represent the experience of many different parts of the community.
For this survey, a sample strategy known as self-selection will be used, where individuals will decide to complete the survey voluntarily. This strategy allows for quick data collection because any person who may be interested in the topic can simply opt to participate. However, it is important to highlight that this method may cause some bias, since those with strong views or personal experiences with antisocial driving are more likely to engage (Sedgwick, 2013). While this may limit the extent of views, it still gives useful information, particularly from individuals who have firsthand experience with the problem.
The survey questions will be designed to measure key aspects relating to my research including:
· Public concerns over antisocial driving behaviours.
· Personal experiences with ‘car meets’, dangerous driving, and their impact on local communities.
· Perceptions of police effectiveness in addressing antisocial driving.
· Public opinions on potential strategies for tackling antisocial driving and improving road safety.
The survey will be delivered using Microsoft Forms, which provides a user-friendly platform for participants to complete the survey. This platform also allows efficient data collecting and the simple export of responses for further analysis.

3.4 Data Analysis

The survey responses will be analysed using statistical analysis due to the study taking a quantitative approach. The analysis will use descriptive and inferential statistics to identify patterns, connections, and differences in the responses received.
Descriptive statistics will summarise and present the data using:
· Frequencies and percentages (e.g., the percentage of participants who believe antisocial driving is a major issues).
· Mean and standard deviation (e.g., the average level of concern about antisocial driving on a Likert scale).

Inferential statistics will be used to identify patterns and relationships in the data:
· Chi-square tests will examine relationships between categories, such as differences in public and police perceptions of antisocial driving.
· T-tests or ANOVA will be used when comparing responses between different groups, such as variations in concern levels across age groups.

Microsoft Forms produces simple summary statistics, but the data may also be exported to Microsoft Excel for further analysis, such as producing diagrams and detailed statistical comparisons. This study, which uses descriptive and inferential data, will provide useful insights into how the public and the police perceive and address antisocial driving.

3.5 Limitations and Problems

A drawback of this study is the possibility of self-selection bias because the survey is voluntary. Individuals with strong feelings regarding antisocial driving, whether positive of negative, may be more likely to take part, therefore affecting the results. This can have an impact on the data’s accuracy since people who are unaware of the topic may be under-represented.

Another potential issue is sample representation. Due to the survey taking place online, it may leave out particular groups, such as older people who are concerned about antisocial driving but are less likely to participate in internet surveys. This could limit the findings application to the larger population.

A further concern to consider is the reliability of self-reported data. Respondents may submit answers impacted by social desirability bias, which means they may exaggerate or understate their experiences based on what they believe is to be expected. This is especially relevant for police officers, who may represent their involvement in a more positive light.

To address these limitations, the survey will be promoted through a variety of platforms, including social media, link sharing, and police internal network, to attract a variety of participants. In addition, results will be compared to secondary data sources, such as official police crime figures and government reports to guarantee accuracy and reliability.

By recognising these limitations and taking steps to reduce their impact, the study aims to give and accurate and thorough assessment of public perceptions of antisocial driving. The findings will contribute to discussions on improving policing techniques and creating better community and police relations in dealing with road-related antisocial behaviour.
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