
This essay will describe and explore the key concepts associated with the main sociological theories of society, more specifically feminism. Feminism is a belief that all sexes should be socially, politically and economically equal. Feminism typically looks towards women’s rights which has been a political issue and talking point for decades (Rosie, n.d.). Tens of years ago, women had limited rights and socially in issues such as employment, and political influence. Women fought for years in order to get equal rights to men, but a large number of individuals feel as though we have not done enough. In today’s society we still see regular issues with sex discrimination in the workplace and elsewhere (Nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org, n.d.). It is clear that there is still an issue present, and there can definitely be a lot more done to ensure that equal rights across the board are met. The term “feminism”  comes from the latin word “famina” - women(Medium, 2017). This term is referred to the movement of giving women the same rights as men in career development, selection etc. The feminist movement is supported by millions, and they plan to remove the dictatorship of men, however most common people are divided on the question, what is male domination? In today’s standards, feminism can also be used as an ideology to define and defend equal political, economical and social rights for all minority and vulnerable citizens, rather than just specifically women.

There are many different types of feminism that are widely recognised, the more notable types are radical feminism, socialist feminism and liberal feminism. Feminism is both an intellectual commitment and political movement. The different types of feminism, which often overlap, however they all outline key principles and conditions for giving women their rights (Gender.cawater-info.net, n.d.).

Liberal feminism is an approach that is concerned with achieving equality between men and women. This form of feminism is generally considered the most important kind, and it empathises on the power of an individual person in regards altering discriminatory practices against women. A prime example of liberal feminism in use is the suffragist movement. The key difference to any other type is that this looks more toward individual women’s rights, rather than challenging the system itself or women’s oppression (Werise-toolkit.org, n.d.). By organising women into groups that can speak toward a higher level, and be able to push for legislation, raise awareness of the issues, and by taking this approach be able to take use off resources and tools available in our society too advocate for change (Sociology.org.uk, n.d.).

As liberal feminism is interested in the issue of legal equality, there have been some advances in regards to the legislature and the law commission. In the UK in particular, women have achieved equal voting, equal pay (Legislation.gov.uk, 1970) and have achieved laws in relation to the sex discrimination act (Legislation.gov.uk, 1975). They have also reformed areas such as birth control and divorce. Many individuals who fight for these rights believe they have advances a long way, and most of the areas are largely won. However there are still evident issues in regards to the gender pay gap and issues such as the glass ceiling (tutor2u, n.d.).

An other form of feminism is radical feminism. This is a movement that emerged in the late 1960s, and it generally denies the liberal claim that the lack of political or civil rights causes women’s oppression. The strongly believe that the only methodology to solve sexism is to eliminate the concept of gender. This theory focuses on the hypothesis off patriarchy as a system of power that is based on the assertion that male supremacy oppresses women. Therefore radical feminism aims to challenge and overthrow patriarchy by opposing the standard gender roles and assignments from the standard male and female and instead transport it into one universally identified gender, effectively eliminating any gender biases. This movement has intent on social change, rather than revolutionary change hence why they get their “radical” name (tutor2u, n.d.).

They essentially disagree with what liberal feminism has achieved in terms of legal change and legal advancement, and therefore they argue for restructuring of society to not only obtain a level playing field, but to start completely from scratch. The group claim that the root of women’s oppression is biological, therefore they believe that a woman’s liberation requires a biological revolution. It is a societal norm that the working man is superior, or that a family requires a leadership figure (whether it me man or woman), and essentially that a family promotes patriarchy in society, and that has been globally accepted by most. However there is strong belief that the whole system must be abolished even, its biological aspects.

This movement also contains many interesting and questionable claims regarding, more specifically, child birth and pregnancy. They believe that there should be a particular focus on technology advancements to climate any and all kinds of pain and suffering that a woman unfairly experiences when bearing and raising a child. This is one of their basic achievements as they believe that the heart of a women’s oppression is their childbearing roles. They question why women must adopt certain roles purely based on their biological identity, just as they question why men must do similar. They attempt to distinguish biologically roles and behaviour in order to free both men and women as much as possible from both narrow gender roles.

The third type of feminism is socialist feminism. This looks to end capitalism though a social reformation of our economy. They blame gender inequalities with the capitalist system, which makes vast profits of women’s unpaid labor in the home and unpaid labor in the workforce. They have the assumption and the belief that men are the ones with the most money and most power, and are more than likely to share and give more opportunity to other men, meaning that when have fewer opportunity and resources.

Therefore they push to eliminate capitalism and instead replace it with socialism. The current system, when are low paid, have low status and often partake in completely unpaid work. They disagree with liberal feminism and believe that child birth is detrimental for women to take part in. They instead seek to analyse the subordination of man as linked with the forms of oppression. The modernisation of the industrial market was a stepping stop for socialist feminism, and they now seek to have equal salaries between men and women, and have equal opportunity; not just legally but socially too (Jacobinmag.com, 2018).

Feminism history can be divided into three different waves. The first wave occurring in the 19th and early 20th century, which was mainly concerned with women’s right to vote. The second wave was in the 1960s and 1970s and refers to the women’s movement for equal and social rights. The third wave began in the 1990s and is a continuation and reaction from the second wave (Ohiohumanities.org, 2018).

When we look at the fundamental rights of any human being, we look towards the right to vote, as all citizens in todays age have an automatic right to vote. However, this did not exist centuries before the women’s rights movement (Legislation.gov.uk, 1998).

The first feminist wave goes back to World War I when members of the National Women’s Party (NWP) made a strike in USA outside the White House. Prior to and after the first wave, women were confined to their households and didn’t retain any control in their relationships or family. Unmarried women were seen as property of their farther, whilst married women were property of their husbands and didn’t have the ability to file for divorce. Women who worked were low paid, however the majority of women didn’t work and instead spent the majority of their time doing work in the house. Marital rape was unheard of because women typically never had choice in the first place. As they had no right to vote in the elections, they were typically regarded as low class (Feminism In India, n.d.).

Women at the time wanted to prove that they had horrible living conditions, and that the difference in gender was unequal and unfair. Women were living with no hope, dreams or freedom. At this time, Germany were advancing with women’s basic rights with suffrage, freedom and social rights. However other countries such as the United Kingdom and the United States were far behind. 
	
The first wave of feminism was able to influence other female figures to join the movement, and more importantly more feminist movements to spark across the world and eventually resulting in women gaining the right to vote. The first wave of feminism was interwoven with other reform movements, allowing women to be involved in working classes and get involved in the field.

Attempts for change were unsuccessful for some time, and women had to move to drastic measures. Activists in this period would make people feel sympathetic by showing the suffering that women receive on a daily basis. Eventually through multiple extreme actions by activists, women were granted their right to vote (UK Parliament, 1918).

The second wave of feminism is referred to as radical feminism and mainly refers to the Women’s liberation movement of the late 1960s and early 1970s. Women were returning to their roles as housewives and mothers at the end of the second world war, after spending work in factories due to the men serving in the army. The movement was mostly based in the United States, but they soon spread to many Western countries such as the U.K. Whilst the first wave concerned with the struggle to get the vote, the second wave focuses more on public and private injustices (Feminism In India, 2018).

Issues such as rape, safe abortions, safety etc were brought forward as some of women’s main struggles and there was a widespread of effort to reform the negative and mostly sexual image, and inferior image of women in culture. The movement was triggered by a book written by Betty Friedan called the Feminine Mystique, a renowned feminist. She highlighted the fault of the advertising industry and the education system in teaching and pushing when to focus soon household and menial tasks that resulted in the loss of individuality of many women.

As a response, a report was released by the commission of gender inequality recommended paid leave, easier access to education, childcare for women to work, equal pay, work equality. Legislature such as the Equal Pay Act 1963 (HISTORY, n.d.). Although this legislation was US law, it was soon adapted in many other societies and national legal systems.

Women, after long struggle, began asking for more equal rights such as the right to marry and total freedom in everything; economical, political, social etc. Although many laws were passed, and society changes were made, shortly after there was still evident problems which is essentially what sparked the third wave of feminism.

The third wave of feminism referred to a group of feminism. This appeared in early 1990s and is still going on to this day. This wave was a following up and a reaction to the second wave ideas and actives with when in regards to pornography, sex work and prostitution.

The movement focuses less on laws and the political process and more on individual identity. This is because there was a realisation that women are of many colours, ethnicities, nationalities and cultural backgrounds (Being Feminist, 2013). Following the successes of the first two waves with the right to vote, work etc. However there are many women who felt need for more change; the media in particular were quick to sexualise and judge women so therefore there was a particular focus regarding.

Another important part of the wave is the sex-positivity. There is an assumption that women are present for sexual purposes, and are only to benefit men and their urges. The third wave looks to combat prostitution, sex rings, sexual assumptions etc. A common saying in the movement is “No Longer a Second Sex”, and thus feminist are not done in their political battles. Facing continuing pay inequalities, a glass ceiling, sexual harassment, unfair maturity leave policies and a lack of support.

This wave of feminist were totally drafted by the need for further development and extension on current theories. There was a common conception that they were able to make those theories successful and effective. Feminist were criticising the previous two waves as they had one main objective, rather than working toward complete equality at the same time. Feminist gave proposals in relation to different laws and politics about woman roles and topics for woman like gender, class sexuality etc.

According to Friedirich Ebbert Stiftung in the documentation FES conference in 2008 commented on Muslim women in particular: 
“There are a significant number of Muslim men who hardly appreciate the emancipation efforts of women and who watch them with suspicion…Such linking networks would allow them to advance more effectively with united strength, so as to gain acceptance and appreciation with their “women‟s power” in public life” (Friedirich Ebbert Stiftung, 2008)

According to some point of view, the third wave of feminism was not good enough as it didn’t have a specific goal or achievement, and it usually seen as an extension to the second wave. It does not have a set definition and their goals and changes are not yet known, they’re just fighting for whatever inequalities they see fit at the time (Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.).

In conclusion it can be seen that feminism is a clear issue in today’s society, and it has been an on-going issue forever.  In the past women were not considered as equal citizens and thus suffered from bad treated, discrimination and racism. Women lived, and sometimes still do live and unequal and unfair life. Women were typically under the control of the man who dominated in all fields, and had the final say in everything.

The waves and the types of feminism outline essential points related to feminism as a belief and movement. It deals with different ideas related to the concept and it focuses on the historical background of feminism. It also sheds light n other feminist issues and experiences when you look toward black and muslim women who face racism. More importantly, those women activities were able to make woman believe in their importance in life, rather than being legally and socially bound to men.

The modern work of feminist try to develop and bring ideas and beliefs with standard and universal goals in regards to women rights and progression in what women can do in their working life, and personal life. Women have a lot of rights in the current age, but their sexuality in modern days is abused and taken advantage of through sex work, prostitution etc. Modern age shows the status and role of women in todays age with woman involved in decision making in addition to restating the common obstacles that any women face when fighting for their rights. Overall, there’s been a lot of changes over the last decade and the progression is quick, and the legislature are favourable toward equality laws and acts so there will likely be further developments in the further age.
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