Catrin Williams
Part 1: 
Children playing outdoors is believed to be very important, in Iceland and similar countries. A number of people wrote about government papers how good the outdoors is for children. The new curriculum guidelines has brought attention to outdoor learning environments as a place for children to consider the natural world as great, where exercising and healthy living can take place (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013). Emphasis on outdoor learning for children aged one to six has been happening in Iceland for a long time, where children six to sixteen only are allowed to play outside during playtime. It is uncertain on what teachers do outside to help with outside learning, nevertheless outdoor learning is more than likely dependant on teaching style and school setting. In Reykjavík, Iceland it is evident that 70% of schools are using outdoor education more frequently in comparison to before (Oladottir,2008). 
Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406. 
Part 2a: 
This essay will discuss forest schools, Forest School Network has defined forest schools by saying: “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.” (Murray and O’Brien,2006). A number of people are worried that children in this generation are not having the same outdoor experience as their parents did, for example visiting woodlands and green lands. O’Brien and Murray believe that parents worry that something will happen if children have these kind of outdoor experiences, whilst children are also benefiting from being able to do a lot of indoor activities. Research by Aspinall P,  Bell S, Findlay C , Travlou P, Ward Thompson C and  Wherrett J (2004) shows that if children stay in a lot more when they are younger, it will affect how much they go out when they have grown up and miss out on emotional and physical benefits of nature. Which is because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment, the Welsh government are encouraging teachers especially in foundation phase to use forest school as their own style of teaching in their school. 
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Part 2b: 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
Plagiarism -  Plagiarism is where you present someone else’s work as your own (oxford university), this could be on accident or intentional, unfortunately you can be penalized either way in your academic writing. There are a number of ways that you can plagiarise your work, we avoid this by referencing. Referencing is acknowledging other peoples work in your work. 
2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
False – Regardless of whether it is a direct quotation or not, it is essential to reference when using someone else’s work. Acknowledgement is key when further reading and academic writing, from reading the Trinity Saint David Harvard referencing handbook we reference to avoid plagiarism. The referencing book also contains a number of different styles of referencing in order to help, when it is necessary to reference. 
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
Unfortunately Wikipedia can be accessed and edited by anyone, therefore would not be a suitable source for information for academic assignments. “Even back in 2006, Wikipedia founder Jimmy Wales told students not to cite it for class projects or serious research.” (Dr Bjorn Mercer, 2018), which goes to show that it is not a great source as stated by the founder. I believe that the statement above is false as there is also a number of credible sources available to use, which would help improve academic writing further. Wikipedia could potentially start as being factual, but as the information can change it is unreliable and not credible. 
4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
A long quotation is 2 lines or 30 words or more - 
Firstly start by separating into a new paragraph,
Then position the paragraph without quotation,
At the end of the quote write where the quote was from, author, date page number and URL if possible in brackets.
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
· Books – Books are the most used in academic essays according to proofed (2013), which goes to show that they are acceptable for academic study. By starting your research with further reading it is more likely that your academic essay will do better, as more research and evidence will go into your essay. 
· Journals – journals are another good source for information for an academic essay as they can be seen as more current than books, “ more contemporary perspectives can be found” (the open university), which means the information can be seen as more personal. Using journals can be good to compare information and research for the academic assignment. 
· Government publications – Government publications are a good use for academic assignments, as they have come from a reliable source with a professional approach. 
· Internet – The internet is also a good way to conduct research as there is a number of individual resources, it is important to make sure that the source on the internet is credible and reliable. Choosing scholar websites, reliable authors, and checking the date that the websites were written. 
· Conferences – Conferences are a unique way of retrieving information as it is directly from a person, researching this way is different to all the other ways above which is why it may also be good to use. 
The five stated above are all good ways to research for an academic assignment, and would all be acceptable to use as long as referenced correctly. When preparing for writing an academic assignment start with your reading list provided, and work out where is the best place to get information. Overtime by reading more the essay should become easier to write. 
Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article:
 “Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales”, written by Emma Smith in 2005. The article was published by the university of York, and contains information from Emma Smith’s perspective regarding issues in the Welsh education sector. Comparing both the English and Welsh education and population, primarily focusing on the North East of England. Looking in particular on the test results and areas which the results are being received, and arguing on whether Wales are underachieving with their studies. Smith also touches on the gender gap in schools, and looking at boys and girls performance in examinations and specific subjects. 


The structure of the article has included the use of subheading, paragraphs, referencing and a valid argument, which proves to be an easy read. The use of subheadings throughout the article helps keep the reader engaged and gives an understanding of the topic being discussed. The subheading clearly state the next paragraphs context, again making it an easier read for readers. Using subtitles also a good way for the reader to be able to scan the academic article for essential information, and look for key points. Again subheadings being used for “Mathematics, “Welsh”, “English” (Smith, 2005) also helps the reader see that specific topics have been looked at, and we are able to compare the results and the way these results are achieved by looking at them. 


Throughout the article Smith has clearly referenced when writing what was discovered, which included a variety of statistics. The statistics used in the academic article are very useful in order for Smith to support the argument being made in the academic article. Referencing throughout the article holds advantages. Not just academic writers, the readers and the authors of the original sources can also earn benefits from refencing. (J Smith, 2022) From what J Smith said we can see the importance of referencing whilst writing and the benefits from doing so. The use of graphs and tables is also a good way to keep readers entertained as you can see where the information is coming from, and being able to see it visibly shows the accuracy whilst looking at a graph. 



Consistently throughout the article Smith states a clear argument with every one being justified, making it easier for the readers to understand and could potentially lead them to have their own opinion. Using words such as “On the one hand..” and “But.. “ (Smith, 2005) it is clear to see that an argument is being presented throughout the article, whilst also keeping it simple for all students and readers to understand. The argument is clear down to the conclusion where Smith brings together everything she has spoken about and is able to portray a clear view whilst clearly gathering her thoughts. In the conclusion we are reminded of the important messages throughout the paper and again reminded of the statistics used to also support Smiths points. 


Overall I feel that smith produced a great academic article which was appropriate with a number of clear points being made, being Welsh myself and reading in 2022 it is clear to see the change and impact that has been made in the Welsh Education Sector. Also considering the fact that I think that Smith successfully used language formally whilst considering expert and non expert readers, which made it an easy read as I have stated above. 






































Reference list: 
Mercer, D.B. (2018) Why you cannot use Wikipedia as an academic source, Edge. Available at: https://apuedge.com/why-you-cannot-use-wikipedia-as-an-academic-source/ (Accessed: December 2022). 
The  Open University (no date) Comparing academic sources | Help Centre | The Open University. Available at: https://help.open.ac.uk/comparing-academic-sources (Accessed: December 2022). 
Oxford university -  (no date)  Academic good practice – a practical guide, p4 , Available at: https://www.ox.ac.uk/sites/files/oxford/field/field_document/Academic%20good%20practice%20a%20practical%20guide_0.pdf accessed: December 2022
Proofed (2020) How to reference a book using the Harvard referencing style, Proofed. Available at: https://proofed.co.uk/writing-tips/how-to-reference-a-book-using-the-harvard-referencing-style/ (Accessed: December 2022). 
Smith, J. (2022) “Know the importance of referencing .” Assignment Help Pro, 3 September. Available at: https://www.assignmenthelppro.com/blog/importance-of-referencing-in-academic-writing/#Importance_of_Referencing_in_Academic_Writing (Accessed: December 2022). 
UWTSD, W.D.T.- (no date) Referencing handbooks, Referencing Handbooks | University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Available at: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/student-essentials/referencing-handbooks/ (Accessed: December, 2022). 

