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INTRODUCTION
	Digital Skills and Research Methods refer to making the use of different types of skills and techniques and research methods for gathering, analysing and interpreting the given data effectively and efficiently (Correa, 2016). By making their use a person can easily use the data to conclude on the different types of findings. Thus in this way it is a useful method for the analysis of information. The topic on which this research report is based on is Impact of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE)- Moodle on the learning experience of the different students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This research is required to be carried out due to the reason that the current situation of the COVID-19 pandemic has led to the students shifting to the digital mode of obtaining education. In this research report, detailed analysis of primary and secondary methods for the purpose of conducting research will be used. In Primary method, Questionnaire will be used so that relevant data can be obtained and interpreted through the use of graphs. Also, the use of secondary data on the given topic will be made so that the conclusion from the research can be obtained effectively and efficiently.
MAIN BODY
Research topic
	The research topic is Impact of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE)- Moodle on the learning experience of the different students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This research topic explores the way the digital learning puts an impact on the  students. Also it explores the importance of digital learning during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic for the students in getting access to education properly (Iordache, Mariën and Baelden, 2017). Thus it is a very useful topic on which the research has to be made, information has to be gathered and analysed and the findings have to be interpreted.
Primary Research
	Primary Research refers to Research Methodology which is used by the researchers for the collection of research data directly (Khan and Bhatti, 2020). In it methods like Questionnaires, Survey etc. are used so that the data can be directly gathered from the respondents. By making its use the analysis and interpretation of data can be done effectively and efficiently.
	For the collection of data on the above-mentioned research topic the use of Questionnaire will be made so that the data can be collected properly for performing the required analysis and interpretation helping in deriving the conclusion on the results (Livingstone and et.al., 2017).
	Questionnaire-
	Number of Questions- 5
	Number of Respondents- 20
	Question 1-
Are you aware of the Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) which is available on Moodle?
Answer- Yes- 12 respondents
                 No- 8 respondents
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Interpretation- From the above graph, it can be interpreted that 12 respondents out of 20 are aware about VLE which is available on the Moodle for their different subjects. The remaining 8 respondents are not aware about the VLE. Thus in this way it can be said that the majority of the students are aware about the VLE. Only a small number of students are not aware about VLE. Therefore, it can be said that this platform has been quite popular among the students who are studying in the University and thus during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic it has ensured that they are able to continue with their studies without facing problems and issues. 

	Question 2-
Do you think that Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) is helping you in the current situation of the pandemic?
Answer- Yes- 16 respondents
                No-   4  respondents

[image: ]
Interpretation- 16 out of 20 respondents think that VLE is helping them in the current situation of the pandemic. The remaining 4 respondents think that VLE is not useful for them in their studies. Therefore on the basis of this interpretation it can be said that the use of this platform at the time of the pandemic is greatly helping the students to continue with their studies and enhance their learning. Thus in this way it can help them a lot to be able to learn according to the new digital environment thereby leading towards obtaining of the desired knowledge.


	Question 3-
Do you have the adequate resources available for  accessing Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) on Laptop/Personal Computer?
Answer- Yes- 18 respondents
                 No-   2 respondents
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Interpretation- 18 out of 20 respondents have the adequate resources for accessing VLE on Laptop or Personal Computer. The remaining 2 respondents do not have the adequate resources for accessing VLE. Therefore it can be said that most of the students who are studying in the university have access to resources through which they can access VLE. Therefore, in this way it can be said that most of the students are able to access these resources which are useful for their digital studies. Only a small number of students are not able to access these resources for their digital studies. Therefore, it can be said that digital mode of obtaining education is becoming popular due to the situation which has been created by the pandemic. This therefore helps a lot in ensuring that the students are able to enhance their overall skills and knowledge which will help them a lot in the future.

	Question 4-
Do you think that the use of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) will continue in the future also?
Answer- Yes- 14 respondents
                 No- 6 respondents

Interpretation- 14 out of 20 respondents think that the use of VLE will continue in the future also. The remaining 6 respondents think that the use of VLE will not continue in the future. Therefore it can be interpreted that most of the students have an opinion that the use of VLE will be helpful for them in the future also and thus this technology is likely to continue. Also a small number of students think that this technology will not be used in the future. Therefore it can be said that the VLE technology is useful for the students and is likely to be used in the future also.[image: ]

	Question 5-
Do you think that by making the use of Virtual Learning Environment(VLE) the teachers are teaching in a better way?
Answer- Yes- 18 respondents
                No-   2 respondents

Interpretation- 18 out of 20 respondents think that with the use of VLE the teachers are teaching them properly. 2 out of 20 respondents think that by using VLE the teachers are not able to teach them properly. Thus it can be interpreted from the results that VLE is a technology which is helping the teachers a lot in making the students learn effectively thereby bringing a change in the pattern of education and ensuring that the knowledge and skills of the students can be improved.[image: ]



	Analysis- From the use of Questionnaires it can be said that the VLE is a platform which has been very useful especially at the time of the pandemic to help the students who are studying in the university. This has helped them a lot in getting continuous education and thus making sure that they are able to enhance their overall skills and knowledge effectively and efficiently. Also with the use of new technology the students have been able to make sure that they acquire new skills and competencies which will be very helpful for them in the future.
Secondary Research
	Secondary Research is a technique through which the analysis of the already existing data can be carried out (Milenkova, Keranova and Peicheva, 2019). Therefore the data gathered using it can be used for the purpose of analysis and interpretation effectively and efficiently. The methods of Secondary Research include data collection through the Internet, libraries, archives, schools and organizational reports. Thus in this way, the researchers can make sure that they can collect the data effectively and efficiently through the use of these techniques so that the analysis and interpretation can be made properly. Thus these techniques will be used so that the research on the given topic can be conducted properly without facing problems and issues. 
	There has been an increase in adoption of VLE across the Schools and Colleges due to the increased interest in them which is supported by Internet, Students and the Teachers (Motyl and et.al., 2017). It is a dynamic concept because the digital technology is still evolving and thus due to this reason the technology is ensuring that the students take more interest in the adoption of this technology as a part of their learning process and the teachers take more interest in it as a part of their teaching process. This is called as a dynamic process because it is ever-changing in nature and thus can change very quickly thereby putting an impact on both the teachers as well as the students.
	Further, the studies have found that there is a relation between VLE and the students' performance (Rodríguez-de-Dios, van Oosten and Igartua, 2018). They have found that the students are able to understand in a better way as compared to the traditional classroom teaching. The use of VLE has different types of benefits for both the teachers as well as the students. The benefits for the students is that by making its use they can adopt self-paced style of learning (van Ingen and Matzat, 2018). In this style of learning they can pace their own way and thus can make sure that they are able to learn at the right rate. If they want to adopt a slow-paced learning then they can do that and if they want to adopt a fast-paced learning then they can do that also.
	Also the students are able to learn new skills by making the use of VLE method which will be helpful for them in the future to facilitate their career development effectively and efficiently (Sicilia and et.al., 2018). Thus in this way the students will be able to make sure that they are able to learn properly.
	Thus in this way the use of this method has made sure that a consistent improvement has been seen in the level of performance of the students which is thus very much helpful in the attainment of the goals and objectives (Van Laar and et.al., 2017). By making its use the teachers are able to constantly upgrade the students with new skills and competencies which thus helps a lot in ensuring that they are able to learn in a better way. Therefore it can be said that the use of VLE method has seen a positive impact on the students' performance.
	Analysis- From the above discussion, it can be summarized that VLE is a method which results in a positive impact on the level of performance of the students. It has not only ensured that the students are able to learn in a better way but has also made sure that these students are able to develop their skills and competencies which will be highly useful for them in the future for making relevant progress in their career. Thus it can be said that the use of this method is likely to continue in the future also for the benefit of both the students and the teachers in the different Schools and Universities.
CONCLUSION
	From the above report it can be concluded that there is an impact of VLE method on the students' learning experience. For the purpose of carrying out a research, the use of both Primary and Secondary research techniques can be made. Primary method includes preparation of a Questionnaire so that the range of Questions can be prepared for asking to the different types of respondents and analysing the results which are obtained through the data. The results and findings can therefore be presented in a graphical way. Interpretation of the data collected from the respondents has to be made so that conclusions and recommendations can be drawn by the researchers. Secondary method includes making online research on the Internet, using other articles and journals to gather the required data and information on a particular subject. The use of both these methods indicate that the VLE is a preferred method by the students so that they are able to make their learning experience better and can therefore understand the relevant concepts without facing problems and issues. Thus this is a method which will be used extensively in the future also due to the numerous benefits which it offers to both the teachers as well as the students.
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