[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning. 
Introduction
Within this assignment, the importance of taking children on outdoor visits will be shown through the planning of a school trip, showing how the school trip will encourage learning in the outdoor environment. Donaldson (2015, p.67) states, “visits and visitors can help to bring abstract learning to life” showing how visiting different locations can be educational and will be present in the future of education in the new curriculum for Wales in 2022. Both The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom (2009) and Sue Palmer (2006) suggest that the number of children going outdoors has decreased in recent years due to an increase in technology. Therefore, schools should take children outside on visits and in daily lessons to encourage children to become aware of the environment and become active citizens.
What is a learning environment?
According to The Glossary of Education Reform (2013), learning environments can be very diverse and can include a range of locations and contexts where students can learn. However, it is also believed that a learning environment is stereotypically known as a standard classroom with chalkboards and desks (The Glossary of Education Reform, 2013). Susan Fraser (2012, p.67) suggests that the learning environment is the third teacher and should “provide opportunities for children to make their thinking visible”. Therefore, having a learning environment outside the classroom can provide more opportunities for the children to experience their local area, supporting the ‘Natural Environment’ aspect of the Education of Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) documentation. Through using the outdoor learning environment, children will be able to learn various skills. The children will “develop a sense of awe and wonder at the beauty of landscapes, habitats and living things” DCELLS (2008) through their personal experience of being in the outdoor environment. Piaget states that children learn best through active learning and experiences (McLeod, 2018), showing the importance of taking children out of the classroom environment and into an environment that they can be more active in.
Benefits of different learning environments
As Piaget (1964) states that learning cannot take place unless there is ‘active assimilation’, it is appropriate to agree that being in different learning environments such as the woodlands would benefit the children as they will be more likely to learn in a place where they will be actively participating in physical activities. Outdoor environments have been proven to encourage more physical activity through a study which showed activity was over twice the amount in a forest setting than when in a classroom (Mygind, 2007). This is influential and shows the benefits of outdoor learning as it encourages children to be ‘healthy, confident individuals’ (Donaldson,  2015, p.29). 






Puzzlewood
The place chosen for this visit is Puzzlewood in the Forest of Dean. The children will get the experience of the woodland and will explore the theme of ‘Minibeasts’ in this area. Puzzlewood has many activities available for all ages to enjoy including photography workshops and is available throughout the year (Puzzlewood, 2019). There are many different minibeast activities that Puzzlewood can provide. The activity that has been chosen for the class, as it will link with their current learning, is a minibeast hunt. Through e-mailing an employee that the teacher knows (See appendix 1), it is shown that Puzzlewood can provide this activity and allow the teacher to teach their own lessons in the woodland area. As shown on the e-mails, the teacher is also able to get the visit for free when it is normally £6 per pupil. This shows that the children’s parents will only have to pay for the coach journey to and from Puzzlewood, giving a cost-effective visit that will be accessible to everyone. 
As there is a child who needs a wheelchair for long journeys, it was vital that the woodland area chosen would have wheelchair access. From personal experience, I am aware that, although when walking through the woods the pathways are not wheelchair friendly due to the roots and sticks in the ground, there is a flat path that goes on the outskirts of the forest where a wheelchair would have access to. This will give the child the opportunity to still enjoy the woodland experience as she will not be completely out of the forest. 
It has been confirmed that the class will gain access to the log circle area within the forest where they can complete their activities. This space will enable the teachers to easily control the class in the woodlands without the children wandering off whilst still allowing them to experience the freedom of the woods. 
Puzzlewood also has a café which the class will have access to when eating their lunch and has an open area that the school will have access to if the weather conditions are extreme and needed a space to complete the activities. 
Class/Age/School
Monty Primary school is based in Monmouth. For this visit, the teacher will be taking thirty pupils from her Year 2 class. The class contains a range of different abilities but are all interested in minibeasts and have been recently learning about sustainability. Family Lives (2019) suggests that if an activity is fun then the children will be more engaged in the activity. Therefore, the children will enjoy going to the woods as they will be learning about minibeasts and sustainability through completing fun and engaging activities outdoors. Within the class, there is one child who is in a wheelchair as she cannot stand or walk for a long time. 







Theme
In class, the children had been given the opportunity to choose what they wanted to learn from various themes (See Appendix 2) and they chose minibeasts. Allowing the children to choose their theme will engage them in their learning (Donaldson, 2015, p. 61). This broad theme gives many opportunities for learning for the children and will be perfect for this outdoor visit to Puzzlewood as the staff of Puzzlewood can complete a minibeast hunt activity. The children of the class all find creatures and minibeasts such as woodlouse and spiders interesting which means that they will enjoy having the opportunity on this school visit to look for these critters in real life. Along with the minibeasts theme, there is an underlining theme of sustainability that the children have been learning. Throughout the visit, the children will be encouraged to pick up litter for their tasks. The children have been learning about this theme prior to the visit and understand why they will be picking up litter. However, this message will be reinforced throughout the trip to ensure they become ‘ethical, informed citizens of the world’ Donaldson (2015, p. 29).
Before
Prior to the visit, the children have had a lesson where Angela Maddock came into the class with examples of her artwork from her exhibition ‘Sometimes all you can do is walk’. This artwork encourages children to become “ethical, informed citizens” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29) as Maddock picked up litter and natural objects on her walk and made artwork out of what other people saw as rubbish.
Although the teacher has visited Puzzlewood before, it was still vital that she completed a pre-visit to the wood to assess the area. This allowed the teacher to ensure that she could provide access for all pupils, including the child in the wheelchair. It also allowed the teacher to assess the log circle area and ensure that the area was suitable for the children to complete all the activities that were planned. Although Puzzlewood give a risk assessment themselves (See Appendix 3), the teacher also completed a risk assessment of her own (See Appendix 4) to ensure that all areas of the trip would be safe and secure for the children. When taking children on school visits, risks should not be eliminated but should be reduced to ensure that the children remain safe (nidirect, no date).
Gail Parker (2019) states that children will always say that the best part of any school trip is the bus journey and lunchtime. Therefore, the short bus journey will allow the children to have the fun experience whilst not taking much time out of the day as Puzzlewood is in the local area of the school, being only twenty minutes away. After getting quotes for this journey, it appears that the cost of the journey will be £5 per pupil. This is the only cost that the parents will have to pay as the Puzzlewood entrance is free.
As it is a woodland area, the children will be asked to wear their own clothes which they would not mind getting muddy or wet. This is due to the weather conditions. If there had been rain the night before the visit or in the morning of the visit, then the ground would be slightly wet and muddy. Therefore, the teacher will ask the children to wear old trainers and clothes. If it starts to rain whilst on the visit, the teacher will do an on-the-spot assessment to assess if the weather is bad enough to have to go inside or whether the rain will stop or only be light rain. If it starts to rain too badly then the class will have to go back to the café where there is an open space where they could complete the activities.


The teacher will send consent forms to parents/guardians containing all the information needed about the visit (See Appendix 5).  The consent forms are essential to school trips as they will allow the teacher to be aware of any medical conditions that children have and will be able to add any extra medical equipment into the first aid box that is needed. 
Throughout the visit there will be a 1:5 adult to child ratio as stated by Puzzlewood’s risk assessment (See Appendix 3) which contrasts the Outdoor Education Advisers’ Panel (2019) who suggest a 1:8 ratio. The teacher believed that it would be best to adhere to the Puzzlewood’s ratio as they know the risks and safety measures that will be needed for this visit. As there are thirty pupils, there will be six adults attending this trip consisting of two teaching staff, one teaching assistant as well as three members of the school PTA who volunteered to support this visit. Each adult will be assigned five pupils that they will have key contact with. This means that throughout the day the adults can do quick and easy headcounts for their group to ensure that no child has gone missing. The children will be together as a whole cohort throughout the visit so there will not be a need for the children to rely on one specific adult other than for registration purposes – for which the children will have different coloured stickers to allocate them easily to their group when registering.
During 
As the class will be leaving at 9:40 (See Appendix 6), there will be an hour in the morning where the children will be in school before the visit. During this hour, the children will remember everything they have learnt about minibeasts and sustainability before the trip through a mind-mapping and group discussion session. The children should reflect on their knowledge of Angela Maddock and minibeasts. This time will also allow the teacher to go over the rules of a school visit so the children are aware of how they are expected to act and how there will be consequences if they misbehave. This time also allows for any unexpected issues to be solved, for example if a child forgot their packed lunch or forgot to wear old clothes then their parent/guardian can be contacted to receive these items. 
The first activity is a talk by Amy Barr (an employee of Puzzlewood) who will explain the history of the area so the children can learn how the woodland was made to look how it does in the 21st century compared to how it looked in the 19th century after a local landowner made paths for his friends and family to enjoy the woodland. During this talk, Amy Barr will also explain to the children the history of the iron ore within the forest (Puzzlewood, 2019a). This talk will encourage the learning of skills from the Knowledge and Understanding of the World section of the Foundation Phase Framework. The children will learn to ‘look at different representations and interpretations of the past’ Department of Education and Skills (2015). Through teaching this in the outdoor environment, the children will be able to visually see pictures of how the woodland looked in the 1800s and will see the difference of how it looks in present day, developing the skill “recognise how people’s actions can improve or damage the environment” (Department for Education and Skills, 2015).









Amy Barr will also lead a minibeast hunt where the children will be developing their identification skills by looking through designated areas of the forest, trying to find minibeasts that they have previously learnt about in class, such as worms, woodlouse and birds. The main skill developed from this activity is that children will be able to “identify some animals and plants that live in the outdoor environment” (Department for Education and Skills, 2015). This skill, like all other skills from the curriculum, is vital to a child’s learning. The children could have learnt this skills from looking at photos of the different critters in the classroom. However, when learning about the minibeasts in the outdoors, they can see the actual critter and could potentially hold some of them. Sue Palmer (2006, p.50) writes that “children too are becoming more fearful” so to prevent this from happening, children should be exposed to the outdoor environment more and should be able to have the opportunity to hold worms without getting scared as they will not harm anyone. 
The next activity will be led by the teacher. The children will be asked to collect different items from the wood and place them in a paper bag – these items being natural objects and could be any litter they find. The teacher would encourage the children to pick up litter more than the natural objects as they have been learning about sustainability and this can help them learn skills from the ESDGC documentation as they will learn to “care for the environment and recognise its importance” (DCELLS, 2008). After collecting these items the children will then reflect on when Angela Maddock came into the class to teach the children about her artwork. They will use the objects they picked up to create their own minibeasts in groups of 3. This will not only encourage their social skills to develop but will also encourage them to learn various skills from the Creative Development section of the Foundation Phase Framework. The main skill they will learn is to “explore and experiment with a variety of techniques and materials” (Department for Education and Skills, 2015). Having this activity in the outdoor environment enables the children to experience different and natural materials compared to the man-made materials that they would find in the school environment.
After a break, the teacher will then lead an activity where the children, in their groups of 3, must make habitats for their minibeasts that they created. This activity will require the children to use their thinking skills as they will “take account of possible problems when justifying why the strategy(ies) is to be used” when building their habitat to ensure that it fits the criteria of a good shelter, ensuring that it will keep their minibeast warm, dry and safe. After completing this activity, the children will be encouraged to use the iPads (each teacher has one iPad) to take a picture of their minibeast in their habitat and e-mail it to their Hwb account. This will help the children develop their prior knowledge of how to “send a simple online communication from a single user account” (Welsh Government, 2019).







Post Visit
On the Monday after the visit the children will reflect on their outdoor experience in the classroom. Mezirow states, “a defining condition of being human is that we have to understand the meaning of our experience” (Costa and Kallick, 2008). Therefore, the children will be encouraged to reflect on their school visit to Puzzlewood to help them understand why they went there. The children will recap what they did on the school visit through the ‘Think. Pair. Share’ strategy which will encourage the reflection through Bloom’s taxonomy, starting with ‘remember’, following the process until they ‘create’ presentations of what they learnt on the school visit (Armstrong, 2019).  The children will gather into their groups from the trip for this session and will create a presentation using their digital literacy skills as they will be able to find the picture of their minibeast in their habitat through accessing their e-mails. They could then add this picture to their presentation to help them explain to their peers how they created their minibeast and habitat. This activity after the visit will enable the children to remember their learning and reflect on what they have learnt. 
Conclusion
Visiting Puzzlewood is shown to support learning in many ways throughout this assignment. It is present that many skills can be learned throughout this opportunity. The outdoor environment can give the children the opportunity to experience different locations and compare their school environment with the outdoors. Taking the class who are based in Monmouth over to a local area which is in England can help them experience going into a new country, which some children may not have the opportunity to do in their everyday lives due to homelife and price issues. 
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