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Background
In 1973 there was a plea from two theologians – Shoki Coe and Aharon Sapezian – for a contextualisation of theology.[footnoteRef:1] While their primary concern at the time was religious education, the two desired for theology to bridge universal revelation with specific people’s unique realities – that being, by understanding the latter, one would benefit the understanding of the former. Since then, whether by their contribution or, rather, they simply recognised what was to come, there has be a change in theological thinking – contextual theology emerged. However, the transition was not entirely as Coe and Sapezian might have expected. It soon became clear that theology was – in most respects – always contextual. There are many ways in which we could recognise this; though, a simple way is time: If one were to theologise for today, by that same time tomorrow then, it may be only relevant to yesterday. The analogy here is quite plain. However, if we apply culture, technology, climate, geography, history – whether one’s own or the collectives, as well as individual nuances, it soon becomes clears the degree to which context plays. Respecting this reality, many theologians have begun to see theology as contextual. Though it might be better stated they have begun to respect these realities. As such, it would be the logical direction of theology to formulate perspectives or models or even contrasting paradigms as to address the differing angles in context.   [1:  Sigurd Bergmann, GOD in Context: A Survey of Contextual Theology (Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2003)] 


Interest

Originally, as I was browsing through the library and found the topic, I became interested in how contextual theology would be able to tackle a contemporary problem not as present during its conception in 1973: with the emergence a – one could say – Information age, how could contextual theology be assured that any point. That said, the gigantic leap in technology over the last fifty years has led to an expansion of the contextual landscape; no more are contexts isolated or localised, diluting and transforming slowly. As was seen with the spread eastern ideas to the west – such an event possibly led to New Religious Movements, it is plausible contextual theology, and the Christian faith as a whole, will not be able to keep up. 

Proposal 
There is a piece of context that is not so easily transmorphed by the passage of time and interaction of contexts: psychology. Here, while undoubtably there is change over time, the scientific method – experimentation, often found in cognitive, clinical and bio - psychology; as well as use of observation – may act as a way to recognise certain elements of context that take more than a generation or two to change. The general idea being here that by understanding human psychology, even if partially, there may be an anchored context by which to work off. One of the primary pieces which details the differing ways contextual theology is actualised is by Stephen B. Bevans: Models of Contextual Theology: Revised and Expanded Edition. Following down a similar path, although not necessarily ‘models’, my proposal of research is a thorough investigation of the history, positives, and challenges of contextual theology, as well as then if there is a need for a new model of contextual theology: the psychological model. I also plan on using a methodology found within practical theology: action research. This is likely a bit excessive in scope. Then, instead and as my rough title: 

Is There a Need for a Psychological Model in Contextual Theology?
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