Sintija Barakat 1706722





Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Sintija Barakat

Student University Email: 1706722@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Module code: HPCA7006

Module title: Sky and Psyche


	Student ID number:
1706722
	Educational support needs:
Yes/No

	Assignment title: 
‘Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Skies’ (1958) (CW10) What does the material reveal about Jung’s attitude to modern mythology? 
Word Count: 1995

Assignment due date: 28th November

	[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]This assignment is for the       1st  |X|   2nd |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |_|      5th |_|      6th |_|   module of the degree

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed               Sintija Barakat……………………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box |X|    
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.





For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:













	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)












	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:




The purpose of this essay is a critical review of Carl Gustav Jung’s paper on Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of things Seen in the Skies (1958), originated in Roderick Main’s book Jung on Synchronicity and the Paranormal (2008). This essay will focus mainly on the question: ‘What does the material reveal about Jung’s attitude to modern mythology?’ That leads to the questions of the mythology itself, such as what it is and what can be considered as modern myth? As Jung’s understanding of modern mythology is related to the flying saucers or with other words – UFOs, modern myths of UFOs will be examined through the psychological as well as physical aspects, such as the features of people fantasies, fair, rumours, synchronicity, consciousness and unconscious mind. Within this essay other scholars and writers, such as Sigmund Freud, Liz Greene, Juliet Sharman Burke, Mikael Rothstein, and Jodi Dean will contrast or back up Jung’s ideas on flying saucers as a modern mythology - psychological and physical anomalies. Jung’s hypotheses of flying saucers will be examined from a different lens of whether this phenomenon in the sky is a real substance, or just a man’s imagination. As well as including other possibilities which influence people’s psyche in the society, such as visuality, ‘collective psyche’ or ‘mass hallucination’.

The psychiatrist and psychoanalyst Carl Gustav Jung saw the patterns of the human mind: how it interacts with a phenomenon in the sky, along with imagination and arise of the mythology. To begin with, mythology has many definitions that explain the consistency and relations of what it is. According to astrologer, psychologist Liz Greene and astrologer, analytical psychotherapist Juliet Sharman - Burke ‘Myth is the original self-help psychology…’.[footnoteRef:1] Austrian neurologist Sigmund Freud stated that ‘It seems extremely probable that myths, for example, are the distorted vestiges of the wish-phantasies of whole nations -- the age-long dreams of young humanity’.[footnoteRef:2] And according to Jung, ‘Every myth, however peculiar or exotic, contains the potential for revealing indirectly some unforeseen or neglected aspect of the human psyche’.[footnoteRef:3] Every scholar’s definition of the mythology varies from each other’s as everyone tried to make their own point regarding to the myths. Thus, Greene’s and Sharman - Burke definition of myth helps human beings to explain the course of actions of the unexplainable; where Freud’s approach was to link the myths with the people ‘wish-fantasies’. However, Jung’s definition of mythology has a deep understanding of it, as he looked at myths from the wider perspective. In his essay Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Skies, the flying saucers have been recognized as a modern mythology, like once upon a time such a mythology was passed by the ancestors, and the present-day myths will be passed to others, once again. Therefore, one of Jung’s hypothesis of the real and perhaps nonfictional process of the flying saucers shapes the grounds for support of the mythology.[footnoteRef:4] In other words, physical objects, such as UFOs (Unidentified Flying Objects) stimulates the human mind for figment of the imagination; and imagination or fantasies leads to the mythology.  [1:  Liz Green, Juliet Sharman-Burke, The Mythic Journey: The Meaning of Myth as a Guide for Life, (Simon and Schuster, 2000), p. 8.]  [2:  Sigmund Freud, in Geoffrey Stephen Kirk, Myth: Its Meaning and Functions in Ancient and Other Cultures, (University of California Press, 1973), p. 273.]  [3:  Bettina L. Knapp, The Jungian School of Myths, Vol. 14, No. 2 (Summer 1995), p.77.]  [4:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Skies, Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen in the Skies, (Routledge, Hove, East Sussex, 1997), p. 153.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jung believed that ‘We have here a golden opportunity to see how a legend is formed, and how in a difficult and dark time for humanity a miraculous tale grows up of an attempted intervention by extraterrestrial “heavenly” powers – and this at a time when human fantasy is seriously considering the possibility of space travel and of visiting or even invading other planets.’[footnoteRef:5] The modern mythology of the flying saucers gave the humanity to a great degree an openness of the imagination, which has been used already in science fiction movies and television series, such as the well-known ones ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Stargate’. If we look at Freud’s concept of myth and wish-fantasies, from one-way it fits with the idea of human twisted mind and their imagination of flying saucers, such as invasion, but from the other way – concept of the human mind and myth, in this case - flying saucers, might not be as simple to explain, because there is always more in it. For instance, Jung looked at fantasies and the flying saucers, from different angles. Therefore, regarding to the mind and fantasies, psychotherapist also suggested that, it might be the other way around – ‘a primary fantasy originating in the unconscious invaded the conscious mind with illusions and visions’.[footnoteRef:6] Thus, this hypothesis shows the pattern of the mind, the unconscious influence on the conscious mind where all starts with the fantasies. Nevertheless, Jung’s theory of the ‘difficult and dark’ period, perhaps was meant as the post-war era of the terror and misery where it left the psychological impact on people minds. Therefore, the flying saucers became more visible and noticeable exactly after the war and it would be what Jung called as ‘’synchronistic’, i.e., a casual, meaningful coincidence…a hypothesis that has a special bearing an phenomena connected archetypal psychic processes’.[footnoteRef:7] According to American political scientist professor Jodi Dean ‘The claim to truth and its challenge to our practices for establishing it are what enable the alien to function as an icon of postmodern anxieties. Because its appeals to evidence incorporate scientific and juridical criteria, the alien works as an icon that allows us to link into embedded fears of invasion, violation, mutation’. It uses the language of reality to contest our taken-for-granted experience of reality. The alien marks the radical strangeness and unknowability increasingly part of contemporary life. It serves as the ubiquitous reminder of uncertainty, doubt, suspicion, of the fugitivity of truth. We live with the alien while never knowing it’.[footnoteRef:8] Therefore, putting together Jung’s and Dean’s concepts of the post war and postmodern anxieties, one can deduce that people’s past experiences of terror - what did powerful nations do to human beings, brings them towards of the greater fair – of what these extra-terrestrial beings are capable of. As a result, creating numerous fantasies of the mystical objects in the sky and their unknown nature.  [5:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Isabelle Kerr, Flying Saucers and UFOs: An investigation into the impact of the Cold War on British Society, 1950-1964, (University of Bristol, Department of Historical Studies, Best undergraduate dissertations of 2015), p. 14 
<https://www.bristol.ac.uk/media-library/sites/history/documents/dissertations/2015kerr.pdf>, [accessed November 24, 2018].]  [6:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p.153.]  [7:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, pp. 153-154.]  [8:  Jodi Dean, Aliens in America: Conspiracy Cultures from Outerspace to Cyberspace, (Cornell University Press, 1998), p. 31.] 


However, there might be another approach how to explain the flying phenomena in the sky, which contains the human ‘Collective psyche’. This ‘mass hallucination’ is one of Jung’s concepts which might explain the modern mythical objects influence on the people. As Greene and Sharman - Burke states, ‘For centuries human beings have used myths, fairytales and folklore to explain life's mysteries and make them bearable…’[footnoteRef:9] As in the ancient time as well as nowadays, people look for explanations of the things they can not explain so they create stories about unexplainable in a reasonable way. For instance, how people use myth of flying saucers when they hear or see something mystical in the sky. Perhaps the very beginning of the flying saucers became a ‘mass-hallucination’ among the humans because of one man’s story. In nineteen forty-seven, a pilot named Kenneth Arnold, announced that he came across several odd objects in the sky.[footnoteRef:10] In the fact he was uncertain what he encountered, however he illustrated the mystical object as “crescent shaped” and that these objects were moving “like a saucer skipping over water”.[footnoteRef:11] Where a couple of days later the headlines in the newspapers were including the term "flying saucer", which was extracted from the pilot’s story of the object movement in the sky, however Arnold never mentioned that these objects were the shape of a saucer.[footnoteRef:12] Because of the headlines, people from multiple places in United States announced that they happened to see this phenomenon in the sky; interestingly, instead of the “crescent shaped” objects, people reported flying saucers.[footnoteRef:13] According to Jung ‘The collective unconscious – so far as we can say anything about it all – appears to consist of mythological motifs or primordial images, for which reason the myths all nations are its real exponents. In fact, the whole mythology could be taken as a sort of projection of the collective unconscious’.[footnoteRef:14] Thereby the myth of flying saucers rapidly reproduces and spread in nations and even worldwide, where people share the same or similar vision. Especially when the rumours take place among the people or in the society. ‘…since conscious and unconscious fantasy and even mendacity, obviously play an important role in building up the rumour…’.[footnoteRef:15] However, a professor of religious history Mikael Rothstein in his paper Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye argued that this observation: numerous of people seeing flying saucers instead of ‘crescent shaped’ object, after reading the newspaper, brings to ‘the development of the iconographical image of the “flying saucers”’.[footnoteRef:16] As Rothstein believed, there are two explanations of the witness reports: the first is the actual mysticism of the unknown objects in the sky and the second is that the phrase flying saucers are the origin of the image.[footnoteRef:17] Rothstein’s hypothesis might be simple but also acceptably understandable. Thus, people read breaking news about something new and mystical, and they want to be part of it – the source of the image. Even though Mikael's theory is appealing, the seemingly Jung theory is more attractive, as it explains the cause of actions from the deeper perspectives.  [9:  Liz Green, Juliet Sharman-Burke, The Mythic Journey, p. 8.]  [10:  Mikael Rothstein, Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye: An Iconographical Approach to UFO-Mythology, 1996, pp. 270-271 <file:///C:/Users/sinti/Downloads/67234-Article%20Text-81120-1-10-20171119.pdf> [accessed November 26, 2018].]  [11:  Mikael Rothstein, Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye, p. 271.]  [12:  Mikael Rothstein, Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye, p. 271.]  [13:  Mikael Rothstein, Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye, p. 271.]  [14:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Robert. A. Segal, Jung on Mythology, (Princeton University Press, 1998), p. 79.]  [15:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p.155]  [16:  Mikael Rothstein Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye, p. 271.]  [17:  Mikael Rothstein Images of the Mind and Images of the Eye, p. 271.] 


Although these all hypotheses have been backed up by the information that Jung had on flying saucers through the witnesses and other theorists, he still questioned the UFOs real-life existence- are they real? The psychological explanation could meet the expectations of the phenomenon in the sky, however the actual evidences proves it different, such as radar signals and photographs.[footnoteRef:18] Jung perspectives on the flying saucers were wide and challenged as he explored these objects from a physical and psychical side, therefore not everyone would see it appropriate and agree with him. According to Jung ‘It is difficult, if not impossible, to form any correct ideas of these objects, because they behave not like bodies but like weightless thoughts…this obviously complicated phenomenon had an extremely important psychic component as well as possible physical basis’.[footnoteRef:19] As he believed that aspects of psychic and physical are connected, such as the body and mind. For instance, the illness can be experienced physically, as the organisms can have a psychic feature and the psyche can have a bodily feature.[footnoteRef:20] Therefore, Jung argues that there must be someone inside flying saucer and controlling it, as a psyche moving the body.[footnoteRef:21] According to this theory, can draw an assumption that Jung tolerates the possibility that there is no other way, like to accept the possibility of the flying saucers and extra-terrestrial. Despite it all, Jung believed that the change of an era or the changes the astrological age, such as Pisces into Aquarius, influences the perception of the human mind and along with it - the archetypes, namely gods.[footnoteRef:22] As a result the mighty gods of the past have been replaced by the mighty and mystical flying saucers or extra-terrestrial.  [18:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p. 155.]  [19:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p. 153.]  [20:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p. 154.]  [21:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p. 157.]  [22:  Carl Gustav Jung, in Roderick Main, Flying Saucers, p. 152.] 


To conclude, Jung in his paper Flying Saucers: A modern Myth of the Things Seen in the Skies had numerous hypotheses of how to explain the flying saucer’s phenomenon. At the begging of this essay several scholars, such as Greene, Sharman – Burke, Freud as well as Jung were compared, regarding to their definition of mythology. It reviled that there are different approaches on how to define the myth. However, Jung’s is the widest as he considered flying saucers as a modern mythology and looked at it mostly from the psychological angle. Jung’s wide perspectives indicated hypotheses that explained how the patterns of the human mind, like how the flying saucers physical visibility and psychic mystery, stimulates the man’s fantasies of the conscious and unconscious mind; and even other way around. In a further investigation, Jung’s hypothesis of ‘collective psyche’ and rumours were examined and compered with Dean’s alien hypothesis. As they both suggested similar issues regarding to the post war and postmodern anxieties which cause the fantasies about the extra-terrestrial or flying saucers. Where, afterward, Rothstein’s theory contrasted the idea of the image of the flying saucers. And at the end of the essay the flying saucers actual existence and their complex nature were examined by Jung’s theories.
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