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The purpose of this report is to evaluate the reasons why people are for or against the death 
penalty. 1964 was the date that the final execution took place in the UK, it was formally put to an 
end in 1965 and was finalised in Northern Ireland in 1973 (cite). As of January the 1st 2015 the
 Death penalty is legal in 31 out of 50 states in the United States of America. Longley (2017) recent 
legal history of the death penalty in America

Justice
Justice is one of many reasons why people are in favour of the death penalty, If life imprisonment 
was the penalty for a convicted criminal people may argue that the outcome given is 
Disproportionate to the action taken. An eye for an eye, the death penalty should not be given 
where the victim's life was not taken. (available at URL) 18 advantages and disadvantages of the death penalty

Cost
Life Imprisonment without parole costs the government far more than sentencing the offender 
With the death penalty. The expense of the death penalty is high however accumulating all the 
expenses for an individual with a life imprisonment without parole is higher given the cost of food, 
health care and general living. Editor in chief (2015) list of 10 biggest death penalty pros and cons

Quick and Painless
Over the years methods of execution are becoming less painful and more humane. Electrocution,
Lethal gas, hanging, firing squad are all different methods. Today they focus on ending life as 
quickly and painless as possible this is why they use the lethal injection, it is pain free and within a 
matter of minutes your body starts to shut down. People try to argue that the death penalty in un 
humane and cruel but that point in not valid given this way of execution.(available at URL) pros and 
cons on the death penalty

Attempted Escape
There are many cases in which criminals are found guilty of murder have managed to escape from 
prison and have re offended. With the death penalty in place this is a 100% certainty that 
the murderer will never offend again. People argue that the death penalty is cruel and by taking 
their life it makes us just as bad as them, however the offender goes ahead with his actions 
knowing full well what the outcome will be. Editor in chief (2019) 16 advantages and disadvantages of the death penalty and capital punishment

Closure
Although the murderer has taken a loved one from their family and friends, the death penalty gives 
a sense of relief and closure as they no longer have to think of the ordeal. This relief and closure 
Fails to arise if the murderer Is still alive.
However, closure doesn't always arise from convicting, sentencing and executing the offender, it 
can sometimes prolong grief and pain for family and friends as some cases can take many months/ 
Years for the courts to issue the right sentencing for the defendant. (2019) 5 arguments for and against the death penalty

Wrongful conviction
One of the main reasons people are against the death penalty is the worry of wrongly accusing and 
sentencing the offender. The death penalty is irreversible, you cannot change what's already been 
done. Whereas a life sentence would allow the courts to grant compensation and release the 
individual.(cite)
In 2004 a 36 year old man called Cameron Todd Willingham from Texas was executed after 
allegedly setting a fire resulting his three daughters being killed. This took place 13 years prior to 
his death, Willingham always claimed that he was innocent. Later that year further evidence arose 
proving that Willingham was not guilty and did not set the fire which he was executed for. Dave 
Anderson, 10 reasons the death penalty should be legal
Innocent staff, Cameron Todd Willingham wrongfully convicted and executed in Texas

Detter crime?
“if the foreknowledge of any punishment is meant to dissuade the criminal from committing the 
crime, why do people still murder others?
Despite people believing that the death penalty stops crime, there are facts and figures that show 
Otherwise. (2019) 5 arguments for and against the death penalty.
This chart shows murder rates in states with and without 
the death penalty. In all states the murder rate 
has significantly reduced from 1990 to 2010.
States with the death penalty have a higher murder rate than the states without.
When people are committing serious crimes there 
unlikely to be thinking about the consequences 
and the death penalty especially those under the 
influence of alcohol/ drugs or if they suffer with 
mental health.   Amnesty international, the death penalty and deterrence[image: ]

Effective Punishment?
The death penalty is a massive punishment, but it doesn't stop crime neither does it teach them a 
lesson It simply just gets rid of criminals. People believe that if we start focusing on why certain 
individuals do such crimes and what mind set they have that maybe we could get to the root of the 
problem and hope to prevent certain crimes in the future instead of burying our problems 
Underground. Katrina Pontannar (2015) whythe death penalty does not deter crime

State of mind 
People committee crime for all types of reasons some pre-meditated and they know exactly what 
they are doing, others not, sometimes the worst crimes can happen in the heat of the moment, 
committed out of a strike of anger. There are also people who suffer with mental health issues and 
they can't control what is happening. Never the less there is no excuse that what they’ve done is 
wrong, however not every crime or story is the same, so why should we expect to treat them all the 
Same?. Editor in chief (2015) list of 10 biggest death penalty pros and cons 

By doing this report studies show that there are multiple arguments for and against the 
Death penalty regarding cost of the keeping prisoners in for life or sentencing them to death. The 
effectiveness of the penalty many believe that it deters crime however as the quote states if the 
penalty is meant to stop crime then why do people still committee. Closure is a very difficult point 
to cover as the only real people who can understand and have an opinion is those who have lived 
through and experienced it.
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