HPRS5008 / HPRS6008
From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE - 74 CE)


Worksheet for Friday 26th May 
It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 

1) What are the main differences that Prof. Daniel Schwartz puts forward between 1 & 2 Maccabees?
· 1st Maccabees covered a longer period of time
· 1st was in Hebrew, 2nd in Greek
· 1st written in the style of the bible, 2nd hardly uses it 
· 1st- restrained in his writings, doesn’t show emotions- 2nd lets readers feel what is happening 


2) How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written in different locations? It might be helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.
· 1st is Judea and 2nd Diaspora
· 1st – structure is easy 
· Chapter 1 is the problem and the rest are the solution
· Suggests that it was written by someone who was in the court 
· Lots of detailed geography 
· Not familiar with Hellenistic language
· Some interested in temple cult 
· Non-jewish    kings are bad and so are gentiles 
· Lots of Jewish villains
· 2nd – focuses on history of Jerusalem 
· Story begins with the story of the city- before everything went wrong
· Hellenistic values- bible doesn’t care about cities 
· Issme focus- book of Diaspora 
· Shouldn’t be thinking about the temple because it couldn’t have been used
· Says that ‘god lives in heaven’ – allows Jews to have direct connect with god without going to the temple 
· Thinks that non-Jewish rulers are ok
· No inner Jewish disputes 

3) What is the difference in the way 1 & 2 Maccabees depict martyrdom and resurrection?
· 1st martyrs do nothing 2nd they are the heroes 
· Needs martyrs in Diaspora because they needed the model 
· No resurrection in 1st 

 

HPRS5008 / HPRS6008


 


From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE 


-


 


74 CE)


 


 


 


Worksheet for 


Frida


y 26


th


 


May 


 


It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture. 


 


 


1)


 


What are the 


main 


differences


 


that Prof. Daniel Schwartz 


puts forward


 


between 


1 & 2 


Maccabees


?


 


·


 


1


st


 


Maccabees


 


covered a 


longer


 


period of time


 


·


 


1


st


 


was in 


Hebrew


, 


2


nd


 


in 


Greek


 


·


 


1


st


 


wr


i


tten in the style o


f the bible


, 2


nd


 


hardly uses it 


 


·


 


1


st


-


 


res


trained


 


in his 


writings


, 


doesn


’


t show em


otions


-


 


2


nd


 


lets readers feel what


 


is happening 


 


 


 


2)


 


How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written 


in different locations? It might be 


helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.


 


·


 


1


st


 


is 


Judea


 


and 2


nd


 


D


i


aspora


 


·


 


1


st


 


–


 


str


ucture 


is 


easy 


 


o


 


C


hapter 


1 is the 


problem and the rest 


are


 


the 


solution


 


o


 


S


uggests 


that it was 


written


 


by someone who 


wa


s in the court 


 


o


 


L


ots 


of 


detail


ed geography 


 


o


 


N


o


t 


familiar with 


Hellenistic


 


language


 


o


 


S


ome 


interested in temple


 


c


ult 


 


o


 


N


on


-


jewish 


   


kings 


are bad and so are gentiles 


 


o


 


L


ots 


of 


Jewish 


villains


 


·


 


2


nd


 


–


 


foc


uses 


o


n 


history


 


of 


Jerusalem


 


 


o


 


S


tory 


begins


 


with 


the


 


story of the city


-


 


before everything 


went wrong


 


o


 


Hellenistic


 


values


-


 


bible 


doesn


’


t care about cit


ies 


 


o


 


I


ssme 


foc


us


-


 


book of 


Di


aspora 


 


o


 


S


houldn


’


t


 


be t


hinking about the temple 


because it 


couldn


’


t have been used


 


o


 


S


ays 


th


at 


‘


god lives in heaven


’


 


–


 


allows 


Jews


 


to have 


direct connect with god 


without going to the 


temple 


 


o


 


T


hinks 


that


 


non


-


Jewish


 


rulers 


are ok


 


o


 


N


o 


inner


 


Jewish 


disputes 


 


 


3)


 


What is the difference in the way


 


1 & 2 Maccabees depict 


martyrdom


 


and resurrection


?


 


·


 


1


st


 


martyrs


 


do nothing 2


nd


 


they are the 


heroes 


 


·


 


N


eeds 


martyrs


 


in 


Di


aspora 


because they needed the model 


 


·


 


No 


resurrection


 


in 1


st


 


 


 


 


 




HPRS5008 / HPRS6008   From Maccabees to Masada: Jews, Christians and Romans (167 BCE  -   74 CE)       Worksheet for  Frida y 26 th   May    It might be helpful to have these questions in front of you while watching the lecture.      1)   What are the  main  differences   that Prof. Daniel Schwartz  puts forward   between  1 & 2  Maccabees ?      1 st   Maccabees   covered a  longer   period of time      1 st   was in  Hebrew ,  2 nd   in  Greek      1 st   wr i tten in the style o f the bible , 2 nd   hardly uses it       1 st -   res trained   in his  writings ,  doesn ’ t show em otions -   2 nd   lets readers feel what   is happening        2)   How significant is it that 1 and 2 Maccabees were written  in different locations? It might be  helpful here to think in terms of diaspora and Judea.      1 st   is  Judea   and 2 nd   D i aspora      1 st   –   str ucture  is  easy    o   C hapter  1 is the  problem and the rest  are   the  solution   o   S uggests  that it was  written   by someone who  wa s in the court    o   L ots  of  detail ed geography    o   N o t  familiar with  Hellenistic   language   o   S ome  interested in temple   c ult    o   N on - jewish      kings  are bad and so are gentiles    o   L ots  of  Jewish  villains      2 nd   –   foc uses  o n  history   of  Jerusalem     o   S tory  begins   with  the   story of the city -   before everything  went wrong   o   Hellenistic   values -   bible  doesn ’ t care about cit ies    o   I ssme  foc us -   book of  Di aspora    o   S houldn ’ t   be t hinking about the temple  because it  couldn ’ t have been used   o   S ays  th at  ‘ god lives in heaven ’   –   allows  Jews   to have  direct connect with god  without going to the  temple    o   T hinks  that   non - Jewish   rulers  are ok   o   N o  inner   Jewish  disputes      3)   What is the difference in the way   1 & 2 Maccabees depict  martyrdom   and resurrection ?      1 st   martyrs   do nothing 2 nd   they are the  heroes       N eeds  martyrs   in  Di aspora  because they needed the model       No  resurrection   in 1 st          

