the impact of NHS waiting lists for elective surgery 

[bookmark: _Int_sjykTA69][bookmark: _Int_BtnqTdHf]The waiting lists within the NHS elective surgeries is way to long and has increased to over 7 million people in recent years. An NHS constitutional requirement is that 92% of patients must be waiting no longer than 18 weeks. However, this figure is currently standing at approximately 60%. It is a requirement for England’s NHS that 92% of patients awaiting consultant-led elective treatment must be waiting no longer than 18 weeks. This target was last met in November 2015. Since then, waiting times have lengthened, with only 58.9% of the 7.5 million who were waiting at year-end 2024 waiting under 18 weeks. The government has pledged to restore the 92% standard by 2029 – the end of the current parliament. While it is known that the waiting list must reduce, the size that it must reduce to has not before been formally investigated. (Wood et al, 2025). The issue is that during the pandemic all elective surgery was cancelled which caused a back log in procedures and when the surgeries did restart so did the referrals which meant they couldn't clear the back log resulting in a waiting list increase with not enough staff or time to lower the list the number keeps growing. This issue has affected everyone the patients, staff and doctors carrying out the surgeries and the hospitals where the lists are to long.
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