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In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.

All in all I feel creating a piece of touring theatre about the effects of plastic pollution on the world is an incredibly justified idea as first and foremost it allows us to educate people one step at a time on what this world is coming to. It allows people to realise what we as human beings have done to this world that we live in, and everyone is responsible, whether you’ve used a plastic cup or a bottle and not recycled it, it all adds up. Creating a touring piece allows us to spread our message to a much wider audience, perhaps even people who have never seen theatre before or who would not travel to go and see a piece of theatre. Theatre in itself though is a great tool. There is a reason we use theatre and not just show them a film, it’s because of the connection. When a person sees the emotional connection of another person, it allows them to process it more and realise what is actually happening. It is up-close, in your face and there is no escaping the reality of it. But working with the age group that we have been assigned, you have to be careful that you are not pushing things too much and throwing information at them. You have to be subtle, plant the seed and let them grow, let them fill in the gaps. “Many of the plays chosen for school audiences are considered not only for their intent to entertain, but also for their mission to educate”[footnoteRef:1] I find it very interesting how visually showing the audience how much plastic they use allows them to realise and put into context what that is doing to the world. For example, our sustainability sequence is an accurate depiction of what people do in their everyday lives and how often plastic is used to do something and then just discarded. “Unfortunately, although plastic is a useful product, many of these products are created for single-use - with an estimated 50 per cent of plastic used once and thrown away.”[footnoteRef:2] But there are now various solutions to our problems, such as supermarkets creating incentives to recycle such as Tesco introducing schemes which reward customers for bringing there plastics back to store. There is also the 5p bag scheme which was first introduced by the welsh government in 2011 to entice people to reuse their carrier bags or if they do buy a bag their 5p donation goes to a good cause. “It is estimated that single use carrier bag use between 2011 and 2014 has declined by 71%.”[footnoteRef:3] “From when the 5p charge was introduced in October 2011 to October 2014 additional donations to good causes have been estimated at between £17m and £22m.”[footnoteRef:4] I feel this piece would have a very different effect, dependant on where in the world it was performed. For example, I feel it would have a much larger impact in Indonesia due to the fact that it has one of the highest levels of plastic pollution in the world, “Plastic pollution in Indonesia is believed to approach 9.52 million tons by the year 2019, which is about 14 percent of the country’s waste.”[footnoteRef:5] But it would also have a large impact in the UK as, up to late 2017, the UK had been exporting most of its plastic waste to china, “In 2016, China imported two-thirds of the world’s plastic waste.”[footnoteRef:6] so this will allow the general public as well as the government to restart and actually take recycling seriously. This, in my opinion, caused the government to bring in their 25 year plan to save the environment. “Our environment plan sets out our goals for improving the environment within a generation and leaving it in a better state than we found it. It details how we in government will work with communities and businesses to do this.”[footnoteRef:7] Overall, I believe there is so much that each individual can do to prevent plastic pollution within our environment and bring our world to a cleaner state, because after all, we only have one planet, why destroy it with laziness.  [1:  Gallagher, K and Booth, D. (2003) How theatre educates, converges and counterpoints. University of Toronto Press]  [2:  https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/plastic-bad-environment-why-ocean-pollution-how-much-single-use-facts-recycling-a8309311.html]  [3:  https://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/substance/carrierbags/?lang=en]  [4:  https://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/epq/waste_recycling/substance/carrierbags/?lang=en]  [5:  https://borgenproject.org/tag/plastic-pollution-in-indonesia/]  [6:  https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/china-plastic-recycling-ban-solutions-science-environment/]  [7:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance] 
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