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Payments of Phocian reparations to Delphi 343/2-341/0
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]This inscription accounts the reparations payment of the Phocine’s to the city of Delphi, after their defeat in the Third Sacred War (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003, pp336-343). It’s a combination of broken stone stelai which were found at Delphi (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). Inscriptions are unique, as they offer us as academics, a glimpse into the society at the time of the inscription being written (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). Also, inscriptions tend to be more accurate at providing academics with reliable source material as they’re usually not an interpretation of events, but rather a document that was meant to be used and read by the citizens of the time (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003).Figure 1: An Ancient Greek inscription from Delphi, date unknown, Sourced from: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ancient_Greek_inscription,_Delphi,_060055.jpg


The Third Sacred War, was caused due to the Amphictyonic League, dominated by Thebes, imposing a large fine on the Phocians for supposedly cultivating sacred land in 357 BC (Rhodes P.J, 2010). This caused the Phocians to invade Delphi and seize its treasury and the temple of Apollo, making them one of the most powerful and influential polies of the mid 4th century. With this, Thebes declared war on Phocis (Boardman, 1991, p153). The reparations were imposed because during the war, the Phocians proclaimed that they wouldn’t take from the treasury (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). However, due to the Phocians needing to pay for mercenaries and needing to fortify Delphi from Philip II Macedonia and Sparta, they broke that promise and took large sums from the treasury (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). When they were defeated by Philip, the Phocians were made to pay reparations for their crimes, coming in at around sixty talons per year, beginning sometime around the autumn of 343/2 BC (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003).

This particular inscription documents the first five payments made by the Phocians over a period of around two years (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). Despite this inscription being found in Delphi, another set of stelai documenting the reparations were made and set up in the sanctuary of Athena at Elatea in Phocis (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). We know this due to six sets of stelai being discovered there, referencing the reparations needed to be made from 342/1 and 319/18 (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). As the Delphian archons and other officials are mentioned in each of the accounts, we are able to roughly workout the date of the stelai as Delphian official were only elected for a year and couldn’t be immediately reappointed (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). 

This inscriptions is useful to us looking at the late classical period and the mid 4th century, as it allows for us to gain a better understanding and at how war reparations worked and were conducted back in the period, to see how regional alliances were effected during the period and a glimpse into the aftermath of the third sacred war (Rhodes and Osborn, 2003). 
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